Elks “Hoop Shoot”®

Press Release Kit

This information contains suggested news reledsaskground material on the
Elks and the “Hoop Shodt’and a timetable for use in local, district andesta
promotional efforts. A well-organized and well-edmated publicity campaign,
starting at the local level and building all theyta the national finals, will help

insure that this year’s “Hoop Sho8tvill be a success for all involved. Be sure to
make the most of the opportunity.






“Hoop Shoot”® Publicity Checklist

Develop media list for distribution of news release

Retype the backgrounders on the Elks and the Elkstoop Shoot™, the media “tip
sheet” and the announcement and results releases lmtal lodge stationery. Prepare
form listing winners, scores, etc. so that you cafill in this information the day of
the contest and distribute it along with the resul release.

Arrange for photographer to be present the day fothe competition.

Contact key media in advance to let them know alut the upcoming competition.

Deliver the first news release to media, annoumg the competition, along with the
two backgrounders on the Elks and the Elks “Hoop Stot”®.

Deliver second news release, the form listinglalinners, scores and home town, and
photographs of competition and winners.

State directors place phone calls to the homewa newspapers of the six state
winners.

Any follow-up media contact that is necessary.



Attention “Hoop Shoot

"® Directors

Important

PUBLICITY TIMETABLE

1.

Complete and hand deliver news release #1 announginyour upcoming
local/district/state “Hoop Shoot™® Contest to area newspapers, radio and television
stations at least two weeks in advance of the eventState directors should also
include the newswire service — Associated Press ahthited Press International —
and malil the release to the major out-of-town papey in your state.

Along with this release, also include the two encéed backgrounders, “The EIks”
and “The Elks Hoop Shoot™, and the “press notes.” State directors should iiude
a listing of all state contestants, their home towsand their scores to date.

The press notes and announcements release should lended out to any media
representatives covering the event.

Complete and distribute news release #2 announcingvinners the day of or
immediately after you local/district/state contest to area nespapers, radio and
television stations. Do no delay. State directoshould call the newswire and major
state newspapers with the results immediatelgfter the contest.

Along with release #2, do not forget to complete thattached form listing all the
winners, their scores, (tie-breakers should be note with an asterisk and an
explanation below), home towns, the town of the spsoring lodge, and winners’
total scores through the contest to date, i.e. 9@Q.

State directors should also place phone calls to@rhometown newspapers of the six
state winners immediately, giving them details oftte achievements of their local boy
or girl.

The “post contest” #2 release should, if possiblée accompanied by quality, black
and white glossy photographs of the competition andiinners. If you are unable to
obtain good photos until two or three days after tle contest, send the release alone.
If good photos can be returned to you more quicklyinclude them with the names
and home towns of the people in the photos.



Press Release #1

FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATELY CONTACT: NAME
Telephone number: (of local Elks contact)

Date:

(YOUR CITY/STATE) ANNOUNCE
37" ANNUAL ELKS “HOOP SHOOT”” ® COMPETITION

(Your city, state abbreviated, date) — (Local/distict/state) competition for the 38" Annual
Elks “Hoop Shoot'®, the national free throw shooting contest for yougsters ages 8 through
13, will be held at (location) on (date) at (time).

Over three million youngsters from throughout the @untry entered last year’'s competition
for boys and girls in age categories 8-9; 10-11; dnl2-13. Each contestant has 25 shots at
the hoop. The boy and girl in each age group witthe best scores advance through four
tiers of competition to qualify for the national finals at (place) in (city).

(Local/district/state) winners will compete against other contestants in the
(district/state/regional) event at (city), (date). Names of the national winners will be
inscribed on the Elks National “Hoop Shoot” plaque,on permanent display in the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts.

(Note to directors: add one paragraph on one or twaf your local winners from last year —
see letter of instructions shown below:)

Letter of instruction on “Hoop Shoot’® announcement press release
TO: ALL HOOP SHOOT DIRECTORS

The sample release should be retyped on your ownwsg release stationery. In the upper
right hand corner type Local Contact: and list thename and phone number of the local
Elks that should be contacted by the press if furtlr information is required.

Final paragraph: In order to make this more appealng to the media you should include a
brief paragraph on one or two local/district/statewinners from last year. That paragraph
should read as follows:

Jane Doe, 9 years old, of (city), and John Smith,11years old of (city), were last year’s
local/district/state) winners in their categories. Jane sank 21 and John hit 23 out of 25 free



throws. Jane went on to win the runner-up spot irthe district competition. John won the
district competition and finished third in the state championship.

*k%

The release should be hand delivered to the sporslitors of the publications in your city.



Press Release #2
FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATELY CONTACT: NAME

Telephone number: (of local Elks contact)
Date:

(LOCAL/DISTRICT/STATE)
CHAMPIONS CROWNED IN ELKS “HOOP SHOOT”” ® COMPETITION

(Your city, state abbreviated, date) — Three boysand three girls, ages 8-13 won the
(first/second/third) round of competition in the Elks “Hoop Shoot™® free throw contest at
(place and date) and have been named (your city/diict/state) champions.

* (SEE WINNERS LIST ATTACHED)

First place trophies were awarded to one boy and @ngirl in each of the three categories:
ages 8-9; 10-11; and 12-13.

The six champions now advance to the (district/stafregional) finals at (place and date)
where they will compete with other winners from thioughout the area.

The Elks “Hoop Shoot™, began as a local program by Corvallis, Oregon E&in 1946, is in
its 37" year of national competition. Over three millionboys and girls are expected to
participate this year.



2008 — 2009 ELKS “HOOP SHOOT*

CONTESTANT:
NAME-AGE

Category
Boy/Girl

HOME TOWN, STATE

LOCAL
SCORE

DISTRICT
SCORE

STATE
SCORE




CONTEST ANNOUNCEMENT CONTACT: Name
Telephone number:(Of local Elks contact)

ELKS “HOOP SHOOT "® COMPETITION

Press Notes:

TODAY'S CONTEST marks the (first/second/third) round of competition in the 37"
annual Elks “Hoop Shoot'®. “Hoop Shoot'® is the copyright trademark owned by the Elks
for this national free throw shooting contest. Itwas originated by Frank Hise, a Past
Grand Exalted Ruler of the fraternal organization, in Corvallis, Oregon in 1946. The EIks’
Oregon State Association took it to a state levef competition in 1958. Gerald L. (Getty)
Powell directed the program on a national level bagning in 1972. Three million
youngsters, ages 8 through 13, participated last ge

SITE: (Your local gymnasium, with whatever newsworthydescriptive information is
available, i.e., is this the first/3¥ consecutive time the contest has been held in tHaility.)

ITINERARY : The contest will begin at (time). The event i®pen to the public at no
charge. The 8 to 9 year old boys will begin the atest shooting from one end of the court
while the 8 to 9 year old girls shoot at the otheend. This age category may shoot from
four feet in front of the regulation foul line. The other age categories, 10-11 and 12 to 13,
will shoot from the regulation foul line. Each conestant will be given five warm-up shots
and then 25 shots for score. When all contestanits the age category have completed their
first round of 10, the contestants will return to he line in the same shooting order, to
complete their 25 total shots for score. No warmjuwill be allowed in the second round.
Ties will be broken by shoot-offs to be conductediifounds of five until a winner is decided.
The awards ceremony will be held at (place and date

CONTESTANTS: Today’'s contestants are winners of competitionni schools and in boys
and girls clubs throughout the area. The three bay and three girls in age categories 8-9,
10-11, and 12-13 who score highest here will advanto the (district/state/regional) finals at
(place and date). From there, winners continue oto the national finals in (city) on (date
and year). The names of the national winners arengraved on plagues at the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts.

REPEAT CONTESTANTS: (The names, ages, scores and ranking of contestst who
participated last year should be provided, especibl if one of the youngsters is a previous
national winner.

PREVIOUS LOCAL WINNERS: (Notable accomplishments ly past local Elks “Hoop
Shoot'® participants should also be provided.



INTERVIEWS AND PHOTOGRAPHS : All contestants will be available following the
contest. Photographs may be taken during the corgebut we ask that you not use flash or
strobes during the contest and that you not distracthe shooters.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR : Cam Cronk of Billings, Montana, was elevated tdis post in
1997 after serving as an assistant to national dickor Emile Brady for two years. Prior to
that, he served as a local, state and regional door.

SPRINGFIELD HEADQUARTERS : Headquarters for the national finals in Springfield
during the period April 23 to 26, 2009, at the Spngfield Sheraton Hotel in Springfield,
Massachusetts. National Director Cam Cronk can be eached at 406-656-5818 or
ccronk@ehoopshoot.org.

SPONSORSHIP This program is totally sponsored by the Beneveht and Protective
Order of Elks of the U.S.A. It is endorsed by hunteds of school systems around the
country. The Elks fund the program primarily throu gh its National Foundation and the
support of its subordinate lodges and state assotiens. Travel and lodging expenses for
the contestants and their parents are paid by the lks.




BACKGROUNDER

THE ELKS

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is onef the oldest and largest fraternal

organizations in the United States.

The first formal meeting was held on February 16, 868, in New York City. Fifteen
persons turned out, most of them young, undiscovedebut budding artists who had

gathered for companionship and to help their otheout-of-work peers.

The idea caught on and spread to other groups andtleer cities. As it grew, the new
organization broadened its membership base to inctle businessmen, professionals,

farmers and representatives from other occupations.

Today there are nearly a million members of the Elk in 2,100 local Lodges found
throughout all 50 states and the District of Columia. Over the years, these lodges have
evolved into the primary building blocks of the hidnly decentralized Elks organization.
They provide recreational facilities for the entire family, but the lodges are also the focal
point for the many community service and charitableprograms that have become an EIlks
tradition.

Early in its history, the Elks supported groups sub as the Salvation Army and the Red
Cross. In 1871, they staged a benefit for victimef the Seattle Fire and the Johnstown
flood in 1889. And the Elks were the first on thescene to supply money and rescue
assistance during the San Francisco earthquake 09Q6.

Patriotism has also been a hallmark of the Elks. n 1907, the Elks became the first
fraternal organization in the nation to mandate obgrvance of June 14 as Flag Day. More
than 40 years later, fellow Elks President Harry STruman signed into order a declaration

naming Flag Day as an official national holiday.



The Elks National Foundation was created in 1928 as permanent trust fund, the
philanthropic agency of the Benevolent and Protecte Order of Elks of the USA, to fund
and support the Grand Lodge in its Benevolent, Chatable and Educational Programs.

Each year the Foundation funds or supports the folwing programs: state and local
charitable programs; educational scholarships to otstanding high school students with
financial need; the “Hoop Shoot® and Soccer Shoot youth athletic programs; Elks Drg
Awareness Program; and the National Veterans ServecCommission.

The Elks National Foundation is presently spendingnore than $17 million each year on

the above named programs.

The Elks devote a great deal of attention to youttprograms. Lodges and individual
members today sponsor more than 1,000 Boy Scout tps and 3,000 Little League teams,

as well as Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs and Campfire Girls.

But one of the most important youth programs in reent years has been the annual Elks

“Hoop Shoot”®

, @ national free throw shooting contest for boysrad girls from ages 8-13.
Over 3 million youngsters from all 50 states partiipated in last year's “Hoop Shoot™,

from local contests to national finals where six cdimpions were named.

The program, now in its 37" year on a national basis, provides spirited compition and the
chance for youngsters to develop new friendshipsNinners and their parents also travel to

state, regional and national competition, courtespf the “Hoop Shoot.”

Today’s Elks are in good company. Former PresidestFranklin Roosevelt, Gerald Ford,
Harry Truman and John Kennedy, former U.S. SenatorEverett Dirksen of lllinois, and

Vince Lombardi, Casey Stengal and Jack Benny all we Elks.



BACKGROUNDER

THE ELKS “HOOP SHOOT” ©

The Elks National Free Throw Contest, the Elks “Ho@ Shoot™, is the largest and most
visible of the many youth activities sponsored by IEs lodges throughout the country. Over

3,000,000 boys and girls between the ages of 8 thgh 13 will participate this year.

The Elks “Hoop Shoot™ has served to highlight the Elks national commitmet to youth.

But the Program started originally as a local Elksactivity in Corvallis, Oregon in 1946.

Out of that local program grew the national program now in its 37" year. Each of the
over 2,100 lodges were encouraged to establish @wn local contest involving boys from
ages 8 — 13. From the local area contestants woulttlvance through district, state,

regional, and national competitions.

In the first year, 1971, boys from 19 states partipated. Two years later in 1973, over
750,000 boys from 42 states took part in the contesin the following year girls were added
to the competition, and the program has continueda expand ever since. All fifty states
and the District of Columbia are represented.

From the millions of youngsters who participate, st champions are named — one boy and
one girl — in each of three categories: ages 8-90)-11; and 12-13. The winners each receive
a trophy and their names are inscribed at the Naisith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame

in Springfield, Massachusetts.

The competition to become a champion is tough. Agach level contestants take a total of 25

free throws. National finalists average around 9@er cent.

Families participate with contestants throughout tle competition. The parents of finalists

on the state, regional and national levels attendhe competitions as guests of the EIks.



The Elks “Hoop Shoot™® has been effective not only in developing champisrbut character
as well. Educators and parents have endorsed theggram. One parent wrote, “It teaches

a person how to win in good grace and how to accephe moment of defeat without
bitterness...”

HiH



