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Note: Unless otherwise stated, photographs in 
this issue of The Call were taken by Elks mem-
bers as well as Lodge #174 Photographer Rich-
ard Beatty. 
 

NUMBERS TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Exalted Ruler………………………..….253-272-1117 

Lodge and Lodge Secretary.………..…..253-272-1117 

Membership……………...………….….253-272-1117 

Reservations and Banquets………..…....253-272-1117 

Golf Course (Pro-Shop)……...….…..….253-627-7211 

Barber Shop……………………….……253-343-6046 

Fax ……………………………….…….253-272-1303 

Lodge E-Mail………… tacoma.elks@tacomaelks.com 

Web Address……....…….….….www.tacomaelks.com 

The Urban Elk Restaurant.. 253-343-6090 

 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING DEADLINE 

 
 

 

       “The Call”         copy deadline 20th of the month  

 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL INFORMATION 

Beginning Membership Total 04/01/2024           820 

Initiated Since Then                18 

Reinstatements                                   10 

Incoming Transfers                                                       7 

REMOVED FROM ROLLS AT MEMBERS’ OWN REQUEST       

Dropped                                                   18 

Transferred Out                  1 

Absolute Dimits                             0 

Deceased                 12   

Calculated Membership Total             824 

 
RECRUITING/LAPSATION INFORMATION 

Number of Membership Applications on Hand            1  

Number of Reinstatement Applications on Hand         0 

Number of Transfer Applications on Hand     0 
  
  

Call (253) 272-1117 

 

Information Page . . . 
 

The Elks CALL, a publication of 
E. 

2013 S. Cedar Street 
Tacoma, WA  98405 

P.O Box 11008 
Tacoma, WA 98411-0015 
Telephone: 253-272-1117 

 
 

Published Monthly 
THE CALL Editor: Lee Frankie 

lee@tacomaelks.com 

 
2023-2024  LODGE OFFICERS 

 

 

Exalted Ruler..……….………......…….Gil Mendoza 
Leading Knight…………..…..........…...David Glenn 
Loyal Knight…………….......................Joel Rinehart 
Lecturing Knight…….........……..…..... Gary Schwartz 
Secretary…...………...…….……….....PER Lee Frankie 
Treasurer…..…….….………….….…..Patricia Kennedy 
Tiler……………………..……….PER Michael Marshall 
Esquire........…………….….……….….Paul Christel 
Asst. Esquire …………………………..Dave Dhristel 
Chaplain…….……....………….…PER James Krager 
Inner Guard………..………................. ..Ross Roden 
Elks Pianist……………...…….……Beverley Dallman 

 
 
 

Board of Directors: Comprised of the 

Four Chair Officers + the Five Trustees Listed Below  
 

 

 James Guthrie  …………..……..……....Trustee 1 yr. 
         Michael Portman  ..………..………......…..Trustee 2 yr. 
      Eric Gilson ………   ……… ……….Trustee 3 yr. 

 .   

 Yvonne White..………………….…...…Trustee 4 yr. 
         PER Melody Kennedy……………………..Trustee 5 yr 

        COB of Directors: Melody Kennedy 
 
 

Board of Directors Elks/Allenmore:  
Comprised of the 

Four Elected Officers   
   Gil Mendoza   Melody Kennedy  David Glenn  Eric Gilson 

Three Members At-Large   
Paul Christel   Dean Mazzuca Nancy Guthrie 

 President/COB of Elks/Allenmore:  Gil  Mendoza 

 
 
 

 

 Past Exalted Rulers’ Association           

PER President James Krager 
PER Secretary Lee Frankie 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

A  Message From  

Our Exalted Ruler 

Gil Mendoza 

   Happy November. This is the month we make Special recognition of giving Thanks; for the many 
blessings we have and share, tangible and intangible. Just recently, I had the joyful opportunity to 
reconnect with my past educational and professional life. Of all occasions, it was in connecting with 
a special group of people who carry the torch of devotion to a multitude of children and families 
across our State, through our Washington Elks Therapy Program for Children.  We had the invitation 
to showcase them on Tacoma CityLine, our local television station where, with a parent and child to 
offer testimonial, our Director of this Elks Statewide Project, with one of our outstanding therapists 
enlightened us on the history, operations, and stellar legacy of this critical endeavor. Simply put, 
through referrals, our 17 professional therapists provide in-home therapy services to children across 
our state, who might otherwise go underserved, or without help all together. Within a week,          
coincidentally, our entire statewide Therapy Team was at our Lodge for one of their annual meet-
ings, where they said farewell to one of their retiring devoted, and we heralded their tireless efforts 
and lauded results for the past 70 years.  I am deeply THANKFUL for them and what they do.  It is 
without pageantry, without expectation of recognition, yet with commitment and love to some of 
those most marginalized and most in need. 
 
These events caused me to reflect on an evening ritual shared with my daughter in year’s past when 
she was a little girl and I would put her to bed.  After bedtime stories, some read and others        
spontaneously “made up,” we would end with the last whispered treasure of “what was the happiest 
thing that happened today?” This was our prayerlike acknowledgement, which would reassure us 
that we would wake up smiling in the morning, and our way of giving thanks for something every 
day.  
 
There is a moment of complete loneliness that comes to everyone, every day.  When the last good 
night has been murmured and the head is on the pillow, the soul is utterly alone with its thoughts. It 
is then we should all have the voice in our head asking, “What was the happiest thing that happened 
today?” 
 
The waking hours may have been filled with stress and even distress.  But no matter what kind of 
day it has been, there has always been a “happiest” thing.  Funnily enough, it is rarely a big thing. 
Mostly it is fleeting loveliness; the honking of Canada geese overhead, a blooming rose in            
November, the smile from a person - even unknown - that caused you to reciprocate.  
 
There is always something. It is the thing which helps us remember that happiness is not a goal de-
pendent on some future event. It is with us everyday if we make the conscious effort to recognize it. 
For the Great Number of children our devoted therapists reach every year, it is the memory and  
feeling of their interaction with that caring individual that makes them both fall asleep with a smile 
and wake up smiling. Thank you, therapists, – for the blessings you provide to all of us! 
ER gil 
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                    From the Desk of . . .  

Lodge Secretary  

Lee Frankie 
 
 
 
 
   With the holidays approaching this is always a busy time at the Tacoma Elks 
Lodge. There will be various opportunities for you to help with our community  
Charity work. Please watch for email updates on where we will need additional 
help. The work is easy and satisfying to be a part of. 
 
   Tacoma Elks Lodge is having the annual Holiday Bazaar on November 16th. This is 
a Great opportunity for shopping and some of our Members may want to have a    
table for the sale. Remember Members get reduced rates on the tables.    
 
   We are looking forward to seeing you at one of our well run Lodge Meetings. 
   Wishing you all the best on Thanksgiving. 
 
     
Fraternally & Respectfully, 

       Lee 

 

           
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are currently Serving in the military, or a Veteran we would like 
your information for a slideshow to honor them, 

Please send your : 
 ( Name / Years as a an Elk Member / Branch of Service / Picture ) 

 
Email their info to : buddyaladino@gmail.com  



                                                                                                                             

 

 Grand Exalted Ruler’s Message 
 

November begins the season of caring and sharing 
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THOMAS A. BALERUD  
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
417 South G Street 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

T: 253-572-1111 
 
Helping car accident victims for 33 
years 
Active Lodge #174.  Member for 11 
years  
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SENIOR LIVING CONDOMINIUM / 55 & OLDER 
 

Affordable and Clean, Clean, Clean.  
Lakewood Cozy Brick Condominium Duplex, 

Featuring 2-bedrooms and furnished with “all” Kitchen appliances, 
Washer, dryer, fireplace and Carpeted, all like new. 

 
Just blocks from Lakewood Mall with Restaurants, shopping and bus line 

minutes away.  
Health care, hospital and 3 Golf courses close by.  

Vacant for immediate occupancy. 
Priced at only $230,000.00 with financing available. 

For Sale / Lease 
For further information, call Rockmann Investments.  253-473-5351 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

   

PLAIN OL ELK 
 
 

I’ve been a member of Tacoma Elks #174 for 18 years.  After being involved in the officer corps of 
the Lodge for 14 years and the District Deputy for Central District for two years, 
I’m finally just a member of the       Tacoma Elks Lodge #174.  The ongoing 
comment I’ve heard from many      former officers of their local Lodge and 
Grand Lodge is that they are just a POE or Plain Ol Elk.  My son, who is also 
an Elk, had this badge made and    presented it to me at one of our Lodge 
meetings. While I enjoy this badge very much and what it means to me, it got 
me to thinking.  What is this title “Plain Ol Elk” and do I qualify for the   
title? 
To me, a “Plain Ol Elk” is an active member of their Lodge.  This means they are involved in the day-
to-day operations of the Lodge, an active member of a committee, AND someone who cares enough 
about the mission and goals of their Lodge and Elkdom.  They come to meetings.  They help organize 
or support activities for their Lodge members.  They talk Elkdom to their friends, coworkers, and  
family.  Right now, my wife and son are members of Tacoma Elks Lodge #174.  All three of us are 
involved in what is going on in our Lodge.  We go to meetings.  We are active in supporting Lodge 
activities.  Of the roughly 46 or so meetings a year, we may have missed 4 to 6 each year.  You will 
also see me stand up for the good of the order.  We talk to the officer corps, helping them become  
better officers.  Just to prove my point, we moved from Lakewood to Lacy over two years ago, but we 
still belong to Tacoma Elks Lodge #174 and travel 54 miles round trip almost every Wednesday to a 
lodge meeting.  We also travel the 54 miles round trip to run our Bingo program on Mondays and I 
come up to play pool on Tuesdays.  Each trip is 45 minutes to over an hour each way.  So, this “Plain 
Ol Elk”, as a minimum, travels over 160 miles and 4.5 hours every week.  Can you say this? 
We currently have 824 members of Tacoma Elks Lodge #174.  I understand that some live further 
away than we do, some are too old or have medical issues that prevent them from coming to the 
Lodge.  Even if we guess that to be 25% of our membership, that leaves 618 members within an hour 
of the Lodge.  Can you imagine what wonderful work the Lodge can do for our youth, our            
community, and our military if just half of these members became a “Plain Ol Elk” instead of just an 
Elk?  Here’s the challenge to you. 
Find time to come to “YOUR LODGE” and see what you can do for “Your Lodge”.  Come to a 
Lodge meeting and make your voice heard.  Talk to the officers of the Lodge and see what you can do 
either on a committee or activity.  Bring your ideas, your expertise, and your talents to the Lodge.  If 
you become involved and active, Tacoma Elks #174 will grow and thrive in our community and state. 

Are you ready to be a                  “Plain Ol Elk”? 

 
PER/PDD 
Tacoma Elks #174 
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Calendars are only $10.00 Each 
Chance to win daily. 

Weekdays $25.00  Weekends $50.00 
Holidays $100.00  Elks Birthday $500.00 

Get 2 Today 
“Don’t have to be an Elk to purchase” 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 
Central Districts District Deputy Team Visitation 

D.D. Scott Knight, Esquire Peter Schultz  
& Auditor Patti Knight 
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I want this done correctly!! 

September’s Initiation Class 
New Members  



                                                                                                                             

 

 
This is where you should be  

 
Wednesday Nights. 

 

PM Lodge Meeting 
Have fun with all your Elk friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
The  

Crying Towel 
 

Members names drawn for 
the Jackpot 

Not Present to win $100.00 
10/02/2024Douglas Cail 

10/09/2024 Don Mecca  
10/16/2024  Ken Buck 
10/23/2024  Paul Miller 
10/30/2024  William Dasher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted 

Pool Players for the Tuesday Pool League 

Men and Women all levels of ability 

Come and have fun 

Contact :  Wayne Leslie  253-370–5162 

                  Bob Warren    253-564-7899 
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Saturday Game Night 
 

Remember to come to the Tacoma 
Lodge’s Sports Bar on Saturday  

evenings.  There are various things 
for you to do and play.  We are here 

to have fun. 

 
 
 
 

 

Check out the Allenmore  

PRO SHOP 

Many items to look at. 

 

Schedule a round of golf and 

Enjoy talking to the  

professionals. 

Need a Good Book to Read? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a Good Book to Read? 
 

Members, don’t forget the Elks have a small col-

lection of books to borrow for your reading 
pleasure.  The bookcases full of books can be 
found downstairs in the Club area.  Donations of 

books are always welcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now is the time to pay next year ‘s 
DUES ! ! 
 
If you haven’t paid your dues, now is a 
great time so you can join in the fun. 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

                     Join the Bingo Players on Monday Nights 

  Well, fall has arrived with all the rain, wind, cooler temperatures, and wonderful 
fall colors.  Spend your Monday evenings at the Tacoma Elks playing Bingo.  Bring 
your family and friends and spend a couple of hours having fun, and maybe win 
some money!  

  You can purchase your Bingo cards starting at 6 pm with Bingo starting at 7 pm, 
and ending by 9 pm. Each strip contains 3 Bingo cards and each strip costs $2.00.  
By playing Bingo, you help our lodge and our charities such as ENF, Tall Elks,   
Veterans, and other local causes.  Thanks to all who play and volunteer their time 
to help out.  By playing Bingo, you help us make charitable donations.   

The Urban Elk Restaurant is now open on Mondays, so grab a good meal before 
joining the fun at Bingo.  
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Do you have a plant Issue? 
 

Plant issues can be year around 
 

Fall and winter are times of the year when houseplants sometimes suffer. Be sure to check 
them to ensure enough, but not too much water.  Check for insects that might have entered 
your home and found a welcome environment on your plants. If you have questions or       
problems, you may find the answers you need at one of the following websites.  
For general gardening questions go to Gardening.wsu.edu. 
If you can’t find the answer to your issue, you can email your question to Master Gardeners at 
pierce.mg@wsu.edu (include a picture of what your question concerns whether plant, weed, or 
bug) or call 253-798-7170. 
 

 
  
 Please don’t litter.  Help keep the Tacoma Elks Lodge’s grounds free of 
cans, bottles, cigar and cigarette butts, loose paper, etc. by placing your 
waste in one of our disposal receptacles.  If you see trash on the ground, 
please help us by picking it up and placing it in one of the disposal  

receptacles.  Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated . 
 
 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

Join us for Lunch and Card Playing  
 

 Happy Thanksgiving 
Funtimers meet the second Wednesday of the Month  

 

We are seniors who meet for lunch and card playing in the Urban 
Elk    Restaurant once a month.  If you are interested in joining us, 
Wednesday, November 13th is our next luncheon. Come join us 
and introduce yourself.  We meet at 11:30 to beat the lunch crowd. 
Enjoy a good lunch and then play the card game “31” if you want 
to stay.  It costs 3 quarters to play in the game and you might go 
home with everyone else’s quarters! It’s a fun way to spend an 
hour or two and we have some laughs. We teach those who do not 
know how to play “31” and it is easy to learn.  
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 
This month we’ll take a look at the past by way of the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Automobile 
Museum. There were some beautiful models that came out of the Auburn Automobile      
Company in Auburn, Indiana. Who was the responsible person? Erret Lobban Cord was a 
used car salesman in 1920.  Next thing you know he was the president and chief stockholder 
of Auburn by 1926.  By the 1930s he owned Duesenberg and Checker.   
The museum came into existence 50 years ago, and contains over 120 antique and classic cars. 
It holds other special interest vehicles and related memorabilia. Its home is in the former     
administration building of the Auburn Automobile Company. The building was designed and 
built in 1930 in the Art Deco style. In 2005 the building was declared a National Historic 
Landmark. The company at one time operated on over 18 acres. It closed in 1937 when Cord 
returned from England after leaving the U.S. to avoid an SEC investigation.   
 
 

 
 
After the closure, the building was used by a business selling original and reproduced parts for 
many discontinued manufacturers until 1960. Established on July 6, 1974, there are seven   
galleries in the museum to house the cars and related exhibits including restored Auburn Co. 
offices.  It also has on display the same Stinson Junior airplane that was displayed in 1930 
when the building was opened.   
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City Line Visits with the Washington Elks Therapy Program For Children 
 

One of the Therapy Kids is being interviewed. 
 

Go to the below link to watch this special program. 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?
&q=cityline+wa+elks+therapy&&mid=26A421BFBD156DD02DA126A421BFBD156DD02
DA1&&FORM=VRDGAR 

 
Problems with the link: Go to You Tube / City Line /  Washington Elks Therapy 
Program 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=cityline+wa+elks+therapy&&mid=26A421BFBD156DD02DA126A421BFBD156DD02DA1&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=cityline+wa+elks+therapy&&mid=26A421BFBD156DD02DA126A421BFBD156DD02DA1&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=cityline+wa+elks+therapy&&mid=26A421BFBD156DD02DA126A421BFBD156DD02DA1&&FORM=VRDGAR
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Vendor Tables are  still Available 
 

Lodge Holiday Bazaar 
 

Volunteers to help are needed. 
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TACOMA ELKS LODGE #174 
P. O. Box 11008 
Tacoma, Washington   98411-0015 

 

Come play Bingo every  
Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lodge!  The more people, 
The bigger the pot! 

Cash prizes for every 
game!  Card sales 
begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Come have some fun! 


