
September 19th, 2024

Prepaid tables of  8 or more will receive 2 bottles of wine
$50.00 per person

September 7th, 2024

September 5th, 2024

Chairman Corey Bates & Co-Chairman Maui. 

8

LODGE NIGHT LODGE NIGHT

Please contact the office for tickets or tickets can be purchased 
in the Sky Lounge in the evenings and weekends.

Chairman: Dave Wells

Fun begins at 11am to 4pm

Merced Elks Lodge #1240
Cordially invite you to the visitation of

District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler
Mike Patterson

Merced Elks Lodge
1910 M Street

Merced, CA 95340

Thursday, September 19, 2024

Welcome and Arrival at 5 pm
No Host Cocktails and Appetizers at 5:30 pm

Dinner at 6:30 pm
Lodge Meeting at 8pm

Steak, Vegetables, Potatoes,
Salad, Roll and Dessert

$20 per person

Attire is Elks Business &  
Business Casual for Guests

Please RSVP by Friday, September 13, 2024
209-723-1240 or elks1240@gmail.com
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OFFICERS FOR 2024-2025
Exalted Ruler .................................. Jeff Horta
Leading Knight .......................... .Jim Pacheco
Loyal Knight ..............................Patty Brown
Lecturing Knight....................
Esquire .................................... Bart Ramirez
Chaplain ..................... .Miranda Hendrickson
Inner Guard ........................... Dawn Williams
Tiler......................................... Ken  Working
Secretary .................................... Jane Lozano
Treasurer ............................... Len Samuelson
Organist........................................Joyce Avila

Trustee 1
...........................    Donavan SizemoreTrustee 2

Trustee 3............................
Trustee 4

.................................Nancy Kissack Trustee 5

.................................Ryan Williams

Bulletin Editor................................. Bill Gray
Club Manager.........................

................................Cyril Lawrence

 Jesse Reynolds

Leonard Redwine

Vickie Munson

EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE
As I write this message, the Grand Lodge Convention in Austin, Texas, is a recent memory.  
I find myself touring several western states by motorcycle.  (Even the Exalted Ruler needs 
some time off now and then) one aspect of long hours in the saddle is time to think, to 
reflect…
One thought is the experience gained where more than 6,000 Elks and guests from all 
50 states attended the 159th Grand Lodge session, where they learned of the past year’s 
successes by the Elks National Drug Awareness Program, the Elks National Veterans 
Service Commission, and the Elks National Foundation.  What a great opportunity to meet 
other officers, learn from them and bring that information back to Merced where it can be 
applied in moving our Lodge forward in Elkdom and helping our community. 
Here is another thought in the form of a question: What is the “secret sauce” that makes 
Merced Lodge #1240 work.  Answer: Volunteerism.  Every program we have depends on 
volunteers to get the work done and accomplish its goals.  Every Lodge Night meal, every 
charity event, every Bingo night, every 50/50 drawing, every new idea, and every fundraiser 
we put on depends on volunteers.  Luckily, we have a solid core of members that support 
these causes. 
I ask those members who have not yet volunteered to step up with just two hours of your 
time dedicated to a Lodge function.  How, you ask?  Speak with other members or Officers, 
let them know you would like to be more involved.  Another resource is the list of programs 
and chairpersons that appear from time to time in the Antlers.  Contact a chair and ask to be 
involved.  Or how is this….  Before an event, show up early and ask to help.
Which brings me to our fireworks booth this year.  Chairing the fireworks booth is of course 
the key position in this fundraiser.  Billy Avery and Ryan Williams accepted to co-chair 
this event.  There were many who staffed the booth during a nearly unbearable heat wave, I 
don’t have room to name them here, but thank you.

Elk of the Month 
Ryan Williams 

Ryan went above and beyond with his time and personal resources  
in supporting the Fireworks Booth.

Fraternaly, 
Jeff Horta 
Exalted Ruler

FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY
“The Future Unfolds in The Chapters of New beginnings.”  
I will be out of the office from August 13 to August 21, 2024 visiting my family.  I will be 
back on Thursday, August 22, 2024.  I hope that everyone is enjoying their summer!

Deadline for applications for the next Initiation is August 7, 2024

Jane Lozano 
Secretary

August 2024

Exalted Ruler
Jeff Horta

Leading Night
Jim Pacheco

Loyal Knight
Patty Brown

Lecturing Knight 
Vickie Munson

SAVE THE DATE
September 5th - Voting on Candidates 

September 7th - Shrimp Feed
September 18th - Orientation

October 3rd - Initiation
October 4th & 5th - Jamboree Chili Cook-Off - Walnut Creek Lodge

October 12th Challenge Kids Poker Run
October 19th Oktoberfest

October 25th Kids Fright Night
November 1st, 2nd, Mid Term - Burbank

November 9th Vendor Craft Faire



August 2024

TRAVIS CURTIS, A.C.E.
Branch Manager

DIRECT 209.329.0184 | OFFICE 800.655.3993 
TCURTIS@ADVANCEIPM.COM

Lic. #FR41544 QAL# 134092

August 22, 2024
At the Downstairs Bar 

Price:  $25 
Starts at 6:00 PM 

We will be creating the Paloma‐Rita, Fuji Apple Martini, 
Strawberry Watermelon Cooler! 

Please bring a shaker tin, fruit squeezer, muddler, and a 
martini glass. 

Please drop me a line and let me know if you are coming.  
pbelmontes121@gmail.com 

See you soon! 

The District Jamboree will be at the Walnut Creek Lodge this year. • 

• 

• 
• 

Friday October 4 & Saturday October 5  , 2024th th 

•• • • The theme this year is•: 
• 

"C• RUIS•ING T•HE CR•EEK"• 
• 

Think American Graffiti 

Usually, the agenda goes like this - 
• • 

Friday: Dinner at the Walnut Creek Lodge 
Saturday: Cookoffs - Cupcake contests; Lunch, Jamboree 

themed •games, Raffles & Awards Dinner
•• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

We encourage All Lodge, their Officers, and• • Lodge Members to attend and participate.
• • 

•

•

• 

•

•

Thank You! 

••

•
• •

•



Ernie Ochoa
Realtor®  |  DRE #01247053

(209) 704-SOLD (7653)
ErnieOchoa15@gmail.com
www.ErnieOchoa.com

3319 M Street
Merced, CA 95348

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

Hablo Espanól Commercial Division Manager
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FUN DAY AT KIDDIELAND & APPLEGATE ZOO 
FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN
By:  Dr. Donald Gumm, PDDGER
Drug Awareness Chairman & ENF Grants Coordinator

On June 21, 2024, our Lodge held a special day for Merced County Office of Education 
(MCOE) special needs students with moderate to severe disabilities.  There were 904 sign-ups 
for this event.  Students & staff came from classrooms located all over Merced County.  School 
buses, vans, and cars started to arrive at Applegate Park at 7:30 AM.  When they checked-in at 
the event registration desk, they received their Merced Elks drug awareness wristbands, snacks, 
drug awareness coloring books, and bookmarks.  The wristbands allowed them free admission 
to Kiddieland for unlimited rides, a free delicious lunch cooked and served by Merced Elks, 
entrance to the photo booth with a free photo, access to the Merced Elks Drug Awareness 
booth to make their own personalized anti-drug design which were turned into a free badge to 
wear, and free admission to the Applegate Zoo.  Free bottled water was provided at the park 
during the entire event.  

This project was funded by the Merced Elks BINGO, Merced Elks Bikers for Challenged 
Children, Merced Elks Park, and an Elks National Foundation (ENF) grant.  A thank you to 
PER Len Samuelson, Chairman of the BINGO committee, Mark Theofanides, Chairman of the 
Elks Park Committee & George Mora, Chairman of the Bikers for Challenged Children for 
obtaining the donated funds.  Thanks to all the members of these 3 committees for their
donated volunteer hours to make the funding available for our 
special needs children.  Thanks to all our Lodge members who 
donate to ENF, which makes our Lodge qualify for ENF grants.  
And a special thank you to our Club manager Jesse Reynolds and all 
of our officers & members who woke up early and donated their 
time during the event day:  Exalted Ruler Jeff Horta, Leading 
Knight, Lead Chef, Supervisor Jim Pacheco, Jr, Loyal Knight Patty 
Brown, Lecturing Knight Vickie Munson, Chaplain Miranda 
Hendrickson, Trustee Ryan Williams, Secretary Jane Lozano, Jim 
Pacheco, Sr, Debi Watson, Charlie Fryar, Mary Fryar, Donavan 
Sizemore, George “Cheech” Mora, Ellen Burk, Frank Semonelli, 
Deanna Cozzi, Glenn Galman, Kevin McBride, John Curry, Cindy 
Rose, Diana Diliberto, Diana Hawkes, Tom Souza, Susan Gumm, 
and Project Chairman Dr. Donald Gumm.



-

-

A.A.H. Massage

Andrea Krebs-Louis, Lmt/Ltd
Massage & Red/Blue Theraphy

1138 Olivewood Dr., Merced
209-726-6274

By appointment only

              August 2024

AVP HOMECOMING 2024
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AUGUST FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
August 2nd – Chicken Fried Steak & Basa
August 9th – Parmesan Calamari & Meatloaf
August 16th – Salmon & Chicken Cordon Bleu
August 23rd – Baby Back Ribs & Tilapia
August 30th – Fish & Chips and Red Snapper
For Friday Night reservations, call Jesse Reynolds at 209-769-8068. Please Do Not 
Call the Office. Deadline For Reservations are to be made by NOON on Friday that 
week.

Ad Space 
Available

Ad Space 
Available

George C. Mora
Date of Birth: September 12, 1958
Deceased: June 29, 2024
Initiated: February 6, 2003
Proposer: Health Brower

James D. Favier
Date of Birth: May 15, 1942

Deceased: June 30, 2024
Initiated: April 17, 1980
Proposer: Tim Pellissier



April 2023          August 2024

LODGE COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
Accident Prevention Committee  Nancy Kissack   209-756-4924 
Activities Committee    Jane Lozano   209-617-9677
Americanism Committee  Raelene Pritchard  209-380-4214
Auditing Committee    Raelene Pritchard  209-380-4214
Bequest Living Trust Committee Clint Moore   209-761-6801
Drug Awareness Committee  Dr. Donald Gumm  209-723-1240
Elks Memorial Day Committee  Clint Moore  209-761-6801
     Miranda Hendrickson 209-720-6705
Elks National Foundation Committee Len Samuelson   209-261-9187
ENF Grants    Dr. Donald Gumm  209-723-1240
Fraternal Committee   Jeff Horta  209-777-0074
Government Relations Committee John Cale   209-261-7770  
     Jane Lozano  209-617-9677
Historian Committee   Jeff Horta   209-777-0074 
Hoop Shoot Committee    Patty Brown   209-631-2316
Lodge Activities Committee  John Cale   209-261-7770
     Jane Lozano  209-617-9677
Membership & Lapsation Committee Chairman Jim Pacheco 209-631-0868
     Ryan Williams  209-631-2316
PER Association   Sara Rosenthal   209-777-8527
Public Relations   Jane Lozano   209-617-9677
Ritualistic Committee   Cliff Mc Ghee   209-658-8691
Scholarships Committee   Harlan Dake   209-769-0930
Soccer Shoot Committee  Vacant 
Standing Relief Committee  Jeff Horta  209-777-0074
State Major Project Committee  Jeannette Pacheco  209-564-2138
Veteran’s Service Committee  Ken Henn   209-658-0783
Youth Activities Committee   Clint Moore   209-761-6801

BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST
1
Jennifer Alvarez
Donald L. De Boer
Edward F. Deldotto
Charlene Jones
Sharon Mogliotti
Esperanza Silva
2
Shaan Gandotra
Armando Granado
Bobby Maldonado
Rory S. Randol
Matthew Serratto
John Shehorn 
3 
William Avery
Jeremiah Greggains
David Hudgins
Timothy Jenkins
Lula Powell
Georgelene Rocha
David M. Rosenberger Jr 
4 
Sherry Housley
Kenneth Miller
Ernesto Ochoa
Robert Olivarez
Joe Souza
5  
Aaron Baker
Linda Mora
Peter J. Wittstruck
6  
Heath Brower
Braden Parker
Carl Roland
Larry Shankland
William R. Turner
7  
Gina Henri
Susan Hoogendam
Gary Reinero 

8  
Salvador Alonzo
Cynthia Chuvichien
Joe L. Diaz
Eric Larson
Butch Seifert
Emanuel Silva 
9  
Jack Boyce
Lynn Fleming
Brian Fuentes
Rhonda Hernandez
Marc Nuno
10  
William Goldfoos
Mike Pellicano
Kandace Spellins
11  
Matt Acree
Susana Saldana
Brenda Zubeck
12  
William Ashworth
Benjamin Harris
Buck Ledford
Chrissy Wainwright 
13  
Darin Amis
Del R. Friesen
Michael S. Mato
Cary Van Cleave
14  
Moises Anguiano
William Fagalde
Gerald J. Fichera
Nora Sabatino 
15  
Scott Hosburgh
Erik Knoblach
Michelle Mineni
Billy L. Moore
Robert Pollitt
Steven Ridge 

16  
Daniel Spielman
Paul Ward
17  
Richard Franklin
Kristopher Tau
18  
Frank Dougherty
James Haynes
Louise E. Lincoln
Laura Moore
William R. Murphy
Harold Schick
19  
Ted Dietz
Mark N. Pazin
Shawn Slate
Lester Stanford
20  
Manuel Avila
Ronald F. Borba
Mary Mutchler
Rod M. Post
21  
Charles B. Fennessy
Joseph Vicente Johnson
Nina Navarro
Thomas M. Pfeiff
Thomas E. Ragsdale
Jay Sousa
22 
Edward Chambers
Mark Pimantel
23 
John Bliss
Steve Gomes
Dennis J. Riskey
Michael Walejko
24 
Irma Chavez
Kent A. Floro
Tricia M. Lencioni
John McMillen
Rocky Prasad
Lois A. Wells

25 
Fred Arzamendi
Doug Fluetsch
Steve Hobbs
Robert Howley
Richard M. Kirby
Andrew Patrick Murphy
George S. Naumann
Rich Palumbo
Richard St Marie
Jose Villicana
26 
Douglas Brown
Jori Garcia
Gerald Peterson
Victor Quiralte
27 
Michelle Wheeler
28 
Laurie Baria
Cynthia Garcia
Robert Malone
Matthew Woods
29 
Susan Gordo
Ryan Heater
Annette Tomsha
Susan Tomsha
Dave Wells
30 
Necola L. Adams
Donnie Gray
Jim D. Gudgel
Rick Paglino
Robert K. Sullivan
Vernon Warnke
31 
Brian Parker
John Pulido
Deborah Watson
Kenneth Working



VOTING ON CANDIDATES

SHRIMP FEED

KITCHEN CLOSED

LABOR DAY




