
























































S 18

peristyle of the great Egyptian labyrinth
were made of such a material.

Factitious stone was employed by the
early Babylonians and Egyptians and by
the Greeks and Romans in some of the most
famous works of history. The pyramid of
Ninus in Rome is formed of a single huge
block, as was the square stone that formed
the tomb of Porsena, which was 30 feet wide
by 5 feet high. Volcanic ash from Vesuvius
and other less well-known volcanoes formed
the basis of an excellent natural hydraulic
cement used by the Romans. Mixed with
broken stone and formed into molds, it was
extensively employed in building the walls
and aqueducts, the piers and roads of their
empire. With that thoroughness which
made them the masters of their world the
Romans were not content with the obvious
uses and methods of production. Examina-
tion of the foundations of the Forum
structures as they stand to-day shows wide
experimentation in search of better concrete.
Different builders used different stone for
the coarse aggregate of the material. Some
laid the concrete in layers, the alternate
layers being made with different kinds of
stone. Others mixed the different rocks
together, and the concrete was poured into
the forms in one mass, without distinction
as to layers, which is the method used by
builders of the present day. The Romans
never discovered, however, the principle of
reinforcing concrete with an inner skeleton
of metal, and so their use of it was confined
largely to foundation work.

ITH the fall of the Roman Empire,
Y Y. cement-making, along with brick-mak-
ing, as we have seen, and many other arts,
virtually disappeared and its rediscovery is
coipparatively recent. A cement which
wounld harden under water was created by
John Smeaton in 1756. This hydraulic
ceent was used by its maker in building
the first ‘satisfactory foundation .for the
Eddystone lighthouse, off the English coast.
Smeaton’s product was improved at various
times by later experimenters, but it was not
until 1824 that Portland cement, the im-
portant element in most modern concrete,
was invented.

Joseph Aspdin, a stone mason of Leeds, in
England, discovered that a better cement
could be made by powdering, burning and
grinding ingredients proportioned by him-
self than by using the ready-made materials
provided by nature. Crude and unscientific
as Aspdin’s product was, achieved through
guess-work and the trial and error method
rather than by exact laboratory calculations,
it was nevertheless the beginning of the
enormous Portland cement industry of to-
day and the ever growing use of concrete in
modern construction. In the patent which
Aspdin took out on his process he signified
that definite amounts of clay and limestone
be used, and described his method of putting
the two together and calcining them. This
is the distinction between natural and Port-
land cements; the latter is a manufactured
product, its composition governed at all
times by the selection of the raw materials
of which it is made, and as any variation in
these materials is easily detected, it is a
highly standardized and dependable product.
Portland cement, by the way, is not a trade
name, but was given to this product by
Aspdin because of its resemblance when
hardened and finished to the famous build-
ing stone of the Isle of Portland.

One of the outstanding early examples pf
the modern uses of concrete was seen In
between 1833 and 1840, when French engi-
neers rebuilt the great mole which shelters
the harbor of Algiers. This mole is so much

exposed to the action of a tempestuous sea
that in former times the Moors were com-
pelled to employ a large force of men
constantly repairing it, at an annual expendi-
ture of more than $§60,000. When the French
Army occupied Algiers the mole, in spite of
the extensive annual repairs by the Moors
during a period of two centuries, was in a
state of complete delapidation, yet it was
rebuilt with concrete blocks in less than
five years and at a cost of less than $420,000.
It is a long step from the flower-pots of
reinforced concrete made by a gardener
named Monier to the bridges and sky-
scrapers of to-day, yet the drawings on
which this pioneer in reinforced concrete
obtained his patents in 1867 disclose many
of the elements now employed in the very
largest works. A patent was granted to
the Frenchman, Francois Coignet, in 1869,
covering the use in the body of the structure
of double-headed nails, double T-pieces,
clamps and hooks for the purpose of strength-
ening and giving greater cohesive strength,
so that the thickness of walls or the sizes
of articles made from artificial stone might
be considerably reduced and yet retain
great strength. The first authoritative
treatment of the principles of reinforced
concrete was contained in a book by Thad-
deus Hyatt published in 1877. Hyatt was
a practical contractor and successful in-
ventor, and his work was followed by a
rapid extension of the uses of reinforced
concrete. Bridges,” dwelling-houses, fac-
tories, retaining walls, and even ships were
built of it, until to-day, with the aid of uni-
versity laboratories, the experiments of lead-
ing engineers and the backing of such power-
ful trade groups as the Portland Cemcnt
Association, its uses in America, and all
over the world, are almost beyond counting.
““ A metamorphic equivalent of limestone,
from which it has been produced by heat or
pressure or both.” Do you recognize from
this encyclopedia description that hand-
maiden of art and aristocrat of building
materials, marble? Probably you do, for
as encyclopedia descriptions go, it is a
pretty simple one. It has the advantage, too,
of making clear the difference between two
of the loveliest stones which modern builders
have inherited from the grandeur that was
Rome and the glory that was Greece. Most
of the several varieties of limestone which,
unlike many beautiful things, is widely and
plentifully distributed about the world, are
of organic origin and represent the calcareous
remains of marine animals, such as corals
and molluscs. Accumulating, through long
ages, to a great depth on the bottom of pre-
historic seas, the bodies of these little crea-
tures were reduced to a fine ooze by wave
action and in other ways and, eventually,
hardened into rock by the withdrawal of the
waters and the formative processes of the
earth. Here at least is one building material
which the old Egyptians cannot be credited
with being the first to manufacture!
. Marble—the Greek word from which ours
is derived means “to sparkle”—is crystal-
line limestone, a progression produced by
heat- and earth-pressure exerted wons ago.
This beautiful product of Nature’s travails
was millions of years old when the first
Greek sculptor endowed it with his genius
and produced statues and carvings which
are still the wonder of the world. And no
ftiﬁler or purer marble has yet been quarried
T E:s:hls ?reek artist had to work with.
£ Oéle rom the Island of Paras, in the
“L.gean Sea, possesses a peculiar waxy attrib-
utebwhlqh gave the statues carved from it
a l‘ﬁ'“t‘f“l polish and, rare among true
mar f%' was almost perfectly white. It
was from this variety so celebrated as
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“Parian” that the Venus de Medici was
made.

Marbles of an endless variety of texture
and color are quarried in many places in
the old and the new worlds and treated in
essentially the same way as by the Greeks
and Romans. Mechanical chisels now cut
out the blocks, and electric cranes and
elevators remove them from the quarry in
most American fields, but blasting powder
is still a stranger in marble quarrying, for
the stone is too fragile to permit of its use.
One ancient method of mining this delicate
stone, still in use in certain countries, is to
drill a line of holes, insert plugs of porous
wood, and pour in water, which causes the
wood to swell and so dislodge the slab.

In the letters of Pliny, that observing old
Roman who left such invaluable records of
the customs of his time, are references to the
scandalous conduct of the contractors who
supplied the marble-cutters with sand of an
unduly coarse grain. For marble was sawed
into thin strips then as it is now; that is,
with a strip of iron moved back and forth,
using sand and water as an abrasive to
wear the sawcut through the stone. And,
if the sand was coarse, the cut was un-
necessarily wide and valuable material
wasted. Gang saws now cut with as many
as seventy-five or eighty blades, where the
Roman sawyer had to be content with one
at a time, but nothing better than his sand-
and-water and toothless saw has yet been

devised.

EMESTONE, in its uncrystallized form,
has a history of human use as long and
as honorable as that of marble and for purely
building purposes is much more widely em-
ployed. It, too, was }r}corporated into the
temples of ancient civilizations and remains
to-day one of the favorite and probably the
most widely used, of the building stones of the
world. To trace its uses through history
and in all countries—the Pyramids were
built of it 4000 years before Christ—would
be a well-nigh interminable task, but it may
interest readers of this article to know that
the largest stone-quarrying district in the
world is in America. Back in 1775 a group
of white men purchased 37,000,000 acres of
land in southern Indiana from the Planke-
shaw Indians and it is from this district—
the home of the famous Indiana Limestone
—that 38 per cent. of all the building stone
used in the United States to-day is quarried.
The story of the growth of this business
from the carly days when small independent
operators got out the stone by the hand-
labor of bands of wandering workmen, to its
present high state of organization, is a
typically American one. Ingenious ma-
chinery has replaced the armies of irre-
sponsible artisans whose nomadic turn of
mind made the keeping of contracts a
highly uncertain matter, and the recent
formation of a new corporation known as
the Indiana Limestone Company and capi-
talized at forty million dollars, is the climax
of a scrics of events that have marked the
steady development of the ficlds since their
original purchase from the Indians. The pres-
ident of the new company, A. E. Dickin-
son, who was president of the Consolidated
Stone Company, and a leader in the industry
for twenty-five years, counts on effecting far-
reaching economies in production and dis-
tribution by the coor@ination now possible.

At the present time some 12,000,000
cubic feet of the finest and most durable
limestone in the world, valued at more than
$15,000,000, are quarried from the Indiana
district alone each year. And there are
further great deposits being worked by

(Continued on page 83)
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called to the platform and introduced individu-
ally Past Grand Exalted Rulers Astley Apperly,
Joseph T. Fanning, John K. Tener, Rush L.
Holland, August Herrmann, John P. Sullivan,
Thomas B. Mills, James R. Nicholson, Edward
Rightor, Fred Harper, Bruce A. Campbell,
Frank L. Rain, William M. Abbott, William
Wallace Mountain, J. Edgar Masters, James G.
McFarland, and John G. Price. According to
the final figures of the Grand Lodge Committee
on Credentials, as submitted in_its report by
Chairman Joseph M. Sullivan, of Boston, Mass.,
Lodge, No. 10, there were in attendance at this
annual Reunion 19 Past Grand Exalted Rulers,
17 Grand Lodge Officers, 30 Grand Lodge Com-
mitteemen, 114 District Deputy Grand Exalted
Rulers, g41 Representatives of _Subordinate
Lodges, 141 Alternate Representatives and 618
Grand Lodge Members, making a total attend-
ance of 1,880. The two Past Grand Exalted
Rulers not already mentioned as introduced by
Judge Atwell were J. U. Sammis, and Charles E.
Pickett, who were not present at the time the
introductions were made. .

Before proceeding with the business of the
meeting, it was explained by the Grand Exalted
Ruler that the gavel in use had been made from
wood which came from the Mount of Olives by
children living under the care of the Near East
Relief, by whom it had been presented to the
Order in recognition of aid received from the
Elks by that organization. .

The first order of business was the adoption
of the minutes of the Grand Lodge meeting in
Portland, in 1925, after which the reports of the
Grand Lodge Officers, Committees and Com-
missions were filed. Most of these reports are
published, in whole or in part, elsewhere in this
number of THE ELkS MAGAZINE. .

At this point the regular order of business was
temporarily suspended so_ that Past Grand
Exalted Ruler James R. Nicholson, Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the “Save Old
Ironsides” Campaign, might acquaint the
Grand Lodge of the status of that activity. Mr.
Nicholson introduced Admiral Phillip Andrews,
of the U. S. Navy, who spoke as the representa-
tive of Secretary of the Navy Curtis D. Wilbur.
Admiral Andrews extended the warm thanks of
Secretary Wilbur to the Order for the sterling
work done by Subordinate Lodges of the Elks
in raising money for the restoration of the grand
old frigate U. S. S. Constitution. He said that
of the amount needed, which, as you remember,
was $500,000, about sto,ooo.had been raised
and that of this sum approximately $150,000
had been secured through the efforts of the
Elks. He pointed out that the delay in obtain-
" ing the required total was caused by the neces-
sity, in most of the large cities, of overcoming
the rules of schoolboards against soliciting funds
from the children; and he stated that although
the breaking down of these obstacles has slowed
up in the work in certain localities, the cam-
paign is still being actively pressed, and he
urged those Elks Lodges which had not already
functioned to do their best to help make up
their quotas. Admiral Andrews spoke very
warmly in commendation of those Lodges which
had already sent in their collections and declared
that the National Committee is confident of the
ultimate success of the campaign.

As you doubtless know, there was conducted,
in connection with the Subordinate Lodge “Old
Ironsides’” campaigns, a nation-wide essay con-
test on the subject of the restoration of the old
battleship. Accompanying Past Grand Exalted
Ruler Nicholson into the business session, was
the winner of the National prize for the best
essay, a girl of thirteen, Julia Kochevar, of Grand
Junction, Colorado. "Young Miss Kochevar was
the winner of the medal for the best essay
written in her State and also of the medal
awarded to the writer of the best essay through-
out the nation. Grand Junction Lodge, No.
575, sent her to the Grand Lodge and there she
read her prize-winning composition, being intro-
duced to her audience by the Grand Exalted
Ruler. The essay will be published in the next
issue of this Magazine. .

Grand Lodge recognition was sought for and
extended to James Lanigan, 13, of Gallup, N. M.,
who won second prize in the national elementary
school contest. Following this brief diversion,
the regular business of the Grand Lodge was re-
sumed, by the submission of the preliminary
budget by the Board of Grand Trustees, through

its Vice-Chairman, Clyde Jennings, of Lynch-
burg, - Va., Lodge, No. 321. . .

Grand Exalted Ruler Atwell, in accordance
with the law of the Order giving the outgoing
Grand Exalted Ruler the privilege of appointing
the new member of the Grand Forum, appointed
Grand Esteemed Lecturing Knight Walter F.
Meier, Past Exalted Ruler of Seattle, Wash.,
Lodge, No. 92. The motion by Past Grand
Exalted Ruler James G. McFarland that this
appointment be approved and confirmed, was
unanimously carried. :

The Grand Exalted Ruler then announced
the appointment of the Grand Lodge Committee
on Distribution, composed of Past Exalted
Ruler Ralph Hagan, Los Angeles, Calif., Lodge,
No. g9, Chairman; Past Exalted Ruler D. Curtis
Gano, of Rochester, N. Y., Lodge, No. 24, and
Past Exalted Ruler Jack R. Burke, of San
Antonio, Texas, Lodge, No. 216. All annual
reports were referred to this Committee for
proper distribution.

The election of new officers being the next
order of business, permission was asked of the
Grand Lodge by Past Grand Exalted Ruler
John K. Tener to extend to a member of the
Order, not a member of the Grand Lodge, the
privilege of the floor. The member in question
was Hon. W. Freeland Kendrick, Mayor of
Philadelphia, who had come to Chicago for the
g:rpose of putting in nomination a fellow mem-

r of Philadelphia Lodge, No. 2, as a candidate
for the office of Grand Exalted Ruler for the
year 1926-’27. Mayor Kendrick’s nominating
speech follows herewith:

“ BROTHER Grand Exalted Ruler, Grand
i Lodge Officers and my Brother Elks:
“Being extended the privilege of the floor
of this Grand Lodge, I am very grateful, and
thank you on behalf of the members of Philadel-
hia Lodge, No. 2, of which I have the honor to
elong, and for the citizens of Philadelphia, of
which I am the Chief Executive.

“Personally, I am careful, and approach my -

subject with caution, lest my heart, which is
overflowing with respect and affection for the
life-long friend whom I have enjoyed through
many years, might lead me into channels from
which it would be hard to retreat in addressing
you.

“In 1907 a young, ambitious, progressive,
successful business man of the City of Philadel-
phia was initiated into Philadelphia Lodge, No. 2.
He, with many others in Philadelphia, had been
impressed with the Order of Elks from a recent
Convention that honored our city. With his
addition to Philadelphia Lodge, No. 2, it was
destined that additional golden, brilliant pages
in the history of our great Order would be written
and in 1920 he was elected Exalted Ruler of
Philadelphia Lodge, and has continued as its
Exalted Ruler ever since. Those of you who
have visited the City of Philadelphia recently
probably inspected the magnificent Elks Home
built on our main thoroughfare—Broad Street.
Just another.accomplishment of the splendid
brother whose name I will soon mention. He
was appointed on the Membership Committee
of the Grand Lodge in 1922. He was State
President of the Elks Association in Pennsyl-
vania in 1923. He was appointed Grand Esquire
in the years of 1923, 1924 and 1925. He has
every qualification for presiding, with dignity,
with patriotism and with ability over the
destinies of this foremost American organization.
He is well-known in the City of Philadelphia
ard throughout the State of Pennsylvania, as
one of the coming young men of the future, ina
public way, of our city and State. He has been
an enthusiastic and loyal Elk for many years.
Offers in other fraternal organizations have
failed to attract him, but the Order of Elks
has been the only one which has occupied the
entire space in his big heart and his thoughts
in the fraternal world.

“His life has been one of great usefulness.
His charities are known to but few. His sym-
pathies for the afflicted, and particularly for the
child, are well-known because he has builded
so high that it has become public property. His
friendship is sought in all circles, and his in-
fluence for good is felt in every society that he
honors with his presence.

“QOver in Palestine there are two seas—the
Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee; they are both
fed from the same source, the River Jordan.
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The Dead Sea is a stagnant, useless body of
water; it receives, but it retains. The Sea of
Galilee receives from the same source, but it
empties into a fertile valley, and it is a joy to the
surrounding community; it receives and it
gives; it is useful. So has been the life of my
friend and brother whom I desire to place in
nomination here to-day—a life of usefulness.

“Just one more qualification, which seems in
my judgment to cover the necessary pre-
requisites—he is an American gentleman with a
host of friends.

“T have the honor, my brethren, to submit for
your consideration the name of Charles H.
Grakelow of Philadelphia Lodge, No. 2, for the
office of Grand Exalted Ruler of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks of the United
States of America.”

When the applause had subsided, Past Grand
Exalted Ruler Tener made a brief, but en-
thusiastic seconding speech, in which he said
that in endorsing the candidacy of Mr. Grakelow
for the office, he spoke for every one of the
80,000 members of the Order in the State of
Pennsylvania. The election of Charles H. Grake-
low as Grand Exalted Ruler was unanimous.
That it was exceedingly popular was evidenced
by the prolonged applause and cheering which
greeted his appearance as he entered the con-
vention hall escorted by Past Grand Exalted
Rulers Tener and Masters, both citizens of his
State. The speech of acceptance of the new
Grand Exalted Ruler is published on page 5, of
this issue.

Other Grand Lodge officers elected, all un-
animously, were:

Grand Esteemed Leading Knight, Hubert S.
Riley, of Indianapolis, Ind., Lodge, No. 13.

Grand Esteemed Loyal Knight, Judge Harvey
M. Blue, of Montgomery, Ala., Lodge, No.

6.
ngrand Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Hugh D.
MacCosham, of Blackfoot, Idaho, Lodge, No.
1416.

Grand Secretary, Fred C. Robinson, of Dubu-
que, Towa, Lodge, No. 297 (re-elected for the
twenty-third time). .

Grand Treasurer, Fred A. Morris, of Mexico,
Mo., Lodge, No. g19.

Grand Trustee, Richard P. Rooney, of
Newark, N. J., Lodge, No. 21.

Grand Tiler, Michael H. McCarron, of Wo-
burn, Mass., Lodge, No. go8.

Grand Inner Guard, Louie Forman, of Bloom-
ington, Ill., Lodge, No. 281.

Following the election of officers came the
choice of the 1927 Grand Lodge Convention
City. An invitation was extended by Miami,
Fla., Lodge, No. 948, through Past Exalted
Ruler D. J. Heffernan, and by Past Exalted
Rulers B. C. Broyles and John S. McClelland,
of Atlanta Lodge, No. 78. Cincinnati, Ohio,
Lodge, No. 5, also tendered an invitation through
Past Grand Exalted Ruler August Herrmann,
seconded by Past Grand Exalted Ruler John P.
Sullivan. .

After a recess for luncheon, the first business
session was continued on Tuesday afternoon.
Past Exalted Ruler Ralph Hagan, of Los Angeles,
Calif., Lodge, No. g9, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Distribution, submitted the report of
that body, which was approved. The Chairman
of the Committee on Elections, Charles M.
Bedell, Syracuse Lodge, No. 31, then reported
that by ballot of the Grand Lodge Cincinnati had
been favored as the next Convention city over
Miami. .

Past Grand Exalted Ruler John P. Sullivan,
of New Orleans Lodge, No. 30, was next recog-
nized and dealt with the report of the Grand
Lodge Committee on Social and Community
Welfare, of which he was Chairman. Calling the
attention of the Grand Lodge to the voluminous
and comprehensive printed report of his Com-
mittee—of which a necessarily brief digest is
published in this issue of the Magazine—Chair-
man Sullivan spoke of the great importance of
Social and Community Welfare work and of the
increasing interest in it displayed by the Sub-
ordinate Lodges. He pointed out that this
year’s report contained detailed data from more
Lodges than had ever previously supplied such
information, and exhibited evidence of the
pains taken by the Committee to make an accu-
rate and full record of all work carried on by the
subordinate Lodges. In connection with the
recommendations of the Social and Community
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Welfare Committee, Chairman Sullivan "in-
troduced a number of resolutions, as follows:

“Be it resolved that the work of the Social and
Community Welfare Committee shall be conducted
with all the energy and enthusiasm that can be
mustered into the service to humanity, and be it
further resolved that to this end the S and
Community Welfare Committee be continued and
that adequate appropriation shall be made by this
Grand Lodge to permit the Committee to carry
on its work efficiently and effectively.”

“Be it resolved that representatives of Subordi-
nate Lodges in attendance at this convention make
it their duty to report to their Lodges the activities
of this Committee and to call specially to the at-
tention of the Subordinate Lodge Committees on
Social and Community Welfare the printed report
of this Committee, and to file a copy of same with
each Subordinate Lodge; and particularly to call
attention to that section of the report which con-
tains a digest of the work done by the Subordinate
Lodges of the Order, reporting their activities to
this Committee; and

“ Be it furlher resolvel that it is hereby made the
duty of the District Deputy Grand Exalted Rulers,
on the occasion of their official visits to the Lodges
within their districts to inquire whether the rep-
resentative of the Subordinate Lodge to this
Grand Lodge Convention has made a full and com-
plete report to his Lodge of the activities and opera-
tions of the Grand Lodge Social and Community
Welfare Committee; that it is also made the duty
of the District Deputies to report their findings in
this regard to the Chairman of the Grand Lodge
Social and Community Welfare Committee; that
the District Deputy Grand Exalted Rulers shall
further inquire and see that the Exalted Ruler of
each Subordinate Lodge in thelr districts has
appointed Social and Community Welfare Com-
mittees for'all the Lodges and that thesz Committees
in truth and fact are functioning.”

“Be it resolved that the Grand Lodge Social and
Community Welfare Committee have a membership
of five (s), one of whom shall be the Chairman,
which Chairman shall be appointed by the incom-
ing Grand Exalte1 Ruler before the adjournment of
this Grand Lodge, so that the work of the Commit-
tee may be carried on uninterrupteily, pending the
appointment of the full Committee, and the sai
Chairman so appointed is hereby authorized to
that end, and

“Be it further resolvel that the said Social and
Community Welfare Committee is hereby clothed
with full power and authority as conferred upon it
at the Atlanta, Boston, and Portland conventions
of 1923, 1924, and 1925.”

“Be it resolved that from the Grand Lodge funds
there be appropriatei for the work of the Social
and Community Welfare Committee for the year
July 15, 1926, to July 15, 1027, the sum of Twenty
Thousand ($20,020.03) dollars; and

““Be il further resolved that the Grand Treasurer
be and he is hereby authorized to issue a check to
the Chairman of the Social and Community Wel-
fare Committee to be appointed by the incoming
Grand Exalted Ruler, as provided for in the resolu-
tion heretofore adoptedl by this Grand Lodge, for
the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00)
for contingent expenses, so that the Committee can
continue to function without loss of time.

“And be it further resolvel that the Board of
Grand Trustees be, and they are hereby instructed,
to write the said appropriation and” include the
same in their budget.”

“On the recommendation of the Grand Exalted
Ruler, namely: ‘September 17th is the dat: of the
adoption of the Constitution of the United States,
and some sort of exetcise should be held by every
subordinate Lodge during that week’:

“Your Committee reports favorably thereon and
recommends the adoption of a resolution as follows:
““Be it resolved that September 17th, being the
date of the adoption of the Constitution of the
United States, the Committee on Social and Com-
. munity Welfare prepare a sugzested program to be
sent to the various Lodgzes for the obzervance of
- the said date by each subordinate Lo ge during
the week of September 17th. :
*“ Be il further resolvel t{mt the obsarvance of this
occasion shall remain discretionary with the
subordinate Lodges.”

“On the recommen-lation of the Grand Exalted
Ruler that a display in the Lodze room and upon
the notice board under the head: ¢ Birthdays’ of the
name of each brother during that week, would offer
added interest and incentive for attendance at
Lodge meetings,

“Your Committee recommends that the following
resolution be adopte:

““Be ¢ resolved that the Grand Lodge endorSes
and recommends this practice to all subordinate
Lodges of the Order as a beautiful sentiment, but
does not make the observance of it mandatory.”

“On the recommendation of the Grand Exalted

Ruler setting out that there are about six thousand
children in the Philippines not only under-privileged
but suffering for want of care and clothing and
food; that these children are largely the children
of American soldiers who have either returned to
America or who have died leaving their progeny to
the mercilessiiess and sinfulness and ignorance of
that country, and that a report from the Manila
Lodge to the incoming Grand Exalted Ruler should
be requested to furnish the incoming Grand Ex-

- alted Ruler with sufficient information to place at
the disposal of that Lodge such an appropriation
as this Grand Lodge may vote for assisting in the
saving of these children:

“Your Committee begs leave to recommend that
the following resolution be adopted:

“Be if resolved that the recommendation of the
Grand Exalted Ruler referring to the six thousand
children in the Philippines be referred to the in-
coming Grand Exalted Ruler.”

“Be it resolved that there is hereby created and
appropriated for the ensuing Grand Lodge Year a
special ‘Subordinate Lodge Assistance Fund’ in the
sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to be administered

. and disbursed by the Grand Exalted Ruler, after a

thorough investigation, in such manner as he shall
deem best for the co-operation and partial relief
of subordinate Lodges, upon which exceptional
demands are made for the assistance of members
of other Lodges.” :
[NoTE: The above resolution is identical with tke one
adopled at Portland in 1025, save in this: that the
amount appropriated is cut from $15,000.00 lo
$10,000.00, and this for the reason that there was only
about $3,000.00 of the appropriation so disbursed
during the past Grand Lodge Year.)

The foregoing resolutions were all adopted.

Reporting as Chairman of the Grand Lodge
Committee on Ritual, Past Grand Exalted Ruler
Sullivan introduced the following resolutions:

“Your Committee on Ritual is in receipt of a
communication from Minneapolis Lodge No. 44,
recommending that an appropriate robe or gown
be worn at funeral services or other services where
a robe or gown would be proper; your Committee
is also in receipt of a communication from Belling-
ham, Wash., Lodge No. 104, asking to be advised
if regalia during initiatory exercises are prohibited
by the Grand Lodge. | .

“ W hereas, the subjectof regalia, robes, etc., isone
of great importance, and one that is constantly

- being brought up by one or another of the Sub-
ordinate Lodges; and :

“WW hereas, a question of this sort is not one to be
decided off-hand, but one which should be given
earnest consideration,

“Be it resolved that the Grand Lodge hereby
authorizes the Committee on Ritual to make a
thorough investigation of all phases of the regalia
question, with instructions to report back its
findings to this Grand Lodge at the Cincinnati
Convention of 1927; and

« Be it also resolved that this Committee is hereby
further authorized to request the manufacturers of
uniforms, robes, lodge regalia, etc., to present
specially designed examples of their wares for
proposed Elk use at the 1927 Grand Lodge con-
vention, provided your Committee on Ritual deems
it advisable to do so.”

«your Committee on Ritual is in receipt of a
communication from Willard, Ohio, Lodge No.
1370, requesting that the practice of decorating
with a wreath or other floral emblem the grave of
every Elk in each Lodge jurisdiction on each Elks’
Memorial Sunday be made universal throughout the
Order.

“Your Committee finds the thought and senti-
ment represented by this action beautiful, but
hesitates to add it as a mandatory feature to the
rituals of the Order. Therefore your Committee
presents the following resolution:

“Whereas. Willard Lodge No. 1370 proposes that
the practice of decorating the graves of all Elks on
Memorial Sunday within each Lodge jurisdiction
be made universal throughout the Order, and

«W hereas, the thought and sentiment expressed
in such action are undeniably tender and beautiful,
now therefore

«“Be it resolved that this Grand Lodge endorses
and recommends this practice to all subordinate
Lodges of the Order, but does not make the ob-
servance of it mandatory.”

All the foregoing resolutions were unanimously
adopted. 1

The report of the Grand Lodge Committee
on State Associations was read by the Chair-
man, William H. Reinhart, of Sandusky, Ohio,
Lodge, No. 285, and was approved. It is pub-
lished in this issue of the Magazine. The
recommendation of the Committee that a larger
appropriation be made for its use was subse-
quently met by an increase in the amount appro-
priated from $500 to $2,000 for the coming
year. The acceptance of this report marked the
end of the first business session. '
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The Second Business Session

On Wednesday morning July 14, the second
business session was opened with the reading,
by Past Grand Exalted Ruler Edward Rightor,
of New Orleans, La., Lodge, No. 30, of a tele-
gram from Past Grand Exalted Ruler Raymond
Benjamin, of San Francisco, Calif., Lodge, No.
3, expressing his regret at being unable to
attend the Reunion and sending his best wishes
for the success of the occasion. The Grand
Secretary was directed to telegraph an acknowl-
edgment of this message. Mr. Rightor also
read a telegram of felicitations on the dedication
of the Elks National Memorial Headquarters
Building from the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks of the Dominion of Canada, and
a congratulatory letter from the Past Com-
manders Club, Southern California Sons of
Veterans of the U. S. A., on the observance of
Flag Day by Subordinate Lodges of the Order.
It was moved that messages of thanks be sent
by the Grand Secretary in acknowledgment of
both these communications.

The first order of regular business was the
submission of the report of the Grand Lodge
Committee on Judiciary by its Chairman, John
F. Malley, of Springfield, Mass., Lodge, No. 61.
In connection with the work of the Committee
on Judiciary, Chairman Malley emphasized
that the policy of the Committee is to avoid the
recommendation of new legislation wherever
possible, in order that the Grand Lodge Statutes
may not be overloaded with a cumbersome mass
of laws. “When the matters that have come
before us,” he said, “have seemed to us un-
necessary in that the suggested changes in our
laws were to correct local rather than general
conditions, the Committee has deemed it ad-
visable to report against all such changes.”

Chairman Malley reported the following
recommendations of the Committee for changes
in the Grand Lodge Statutes:

That Séction 208, paragraph 3, following the
word ““effective,” which ends the first sentence,
be amended to read as follows:

“. ... A Subordinate Lodge before acquiring
property for or constructing a home, or making
substantial additions to or alterations of its home,
shall obtain a permit from the Board of Grand
Trustees with the approval of the Grand Exalted
Ruler. Application for such permit must be made
in writing upon forms furnished by said Board and
shall set forth the proposed plans for and methods of
financing the project, and such other information as
the said Board may require. Said application
shall be filed in triplicate with the said Board, which
shall forward one copy to the Chairman of the
Committee on Judiciary, with request for his com-
ment and recommendation, and one copy to the
President of the State Association in the State in
which the Lodge submitting the proposition is
located, if there be a State Association in such
State, with the request that the governing body of
such Association make a thorough examination of
the proposed plans and methods and report with
recommendations. After the Board has received
said reports, if it approves the project, it shall
forward the apglication, with reports relating there-
to, to the Grand Exalted!Ruler for his approval, and,
if the Grand Exalted Ruler approves, the Board
shall issue the permit.”

That Section 8o be amended by the substi-
tution, in the second sentence, of the months of
June and December for the months of April and
October.

That Section 48, paragraph 4, be amended
to read as follows:

“Tt shall be the duty of the District Deputy to
familiarize himself with all ritualistic work, and
visit each subordinate Lodge in his district when in
session at least once between October 1 and April &
of the year for which he was appointed, and see
that the work of the Order is performed uniformly
in all said Lodges. He shall examine all books and
records of each Lodge, including the books and records
of any club established and maintained under the
provisions of Chapler 14 lo sec that they are_kept
properly and lo ascertain lhe assels and liabilties
of the Lodge and club, the amount of iusurance
carried, and the other methods by which the property
thereof is sofeguarded. He shall make on forms
furnished by the Grand Secretary for such purpose,
an official report of each visit made by him, and
shall file the same with the Grand Exalted Ruler
immediately after such visits. He shall investigalc
every complaint filed against an officer of 6 Lodge
in kis district under the provisions of Chapter 4 and
skall file a certificate with the Sccretary of the Lodge






August, 1926

of the Memorial Service Committee, and who
presided over the Services. The Lodge of
Sorrow was opened with the playing of the
Chopin Funeral March by Henry Wehrmann,
organist of New Orleans Lodge, No. 30, following
which Grand Chaplain Rev. Dr. John Dysart
offered a prayer to the memory of those members
of the Order who had passed on during the
Grand Lodge year. The double quartet of
Detroit Lodge, No. 34, sang “ Abide With Me”
and upon its conclusion, Past Grand Exalted
Ruler Fanning delivered this eulogy of Past
Grand Exalted Ruler William E. English, of
Indianapolis Lodge, No. 13:

Brother Grand Exalted Ruler and My Brothers:

“I am to speak in memory of a man who was
very dear to me. To many of you present in this
Grand Lodge he was, perhaps, little more than a
name. At the time of his passing, in the spring
of this year, William E. English, of Indianapolis,
was the ranking Past Grand Exalted Ruler of our
Order. He was not the oldest, in point of years,
but he held the precedence in date of service.
He was Grand Exalted Ruler forty years ago,
when the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks was still a small and struggling enterprise.

To me, the names of Will English and the
Order of Elks are inseparably coupled. For we
were ourselves inseparable in our early days and
we became Elks together. We were both charter
members of Indianapolis Lodge No. 13, which
was instituted March 20, 1881. But long before
we assumed our fraternal ties, we had been as
brothers; and though, as time went on, our paths

. diverged, our friendship held steadfast until Will
English set forth finally on the journey to eternal
peace. He was a great friend. His was that
friendship which, giving all, asks nothing in
return. His was not a bargaining friendship.
It did not barter favors. It was the sort that

- says: “All that I have is yours—give me affec-
tion and loyalty, nothing more.” )

William E. English was representative of our
finest type of citizenship. Sprung from a dis-
tinguished family in Indiana, born with means
sufficient to enable him to be idle had he wished,
he gave himself whole-heartedly to the service
of his country and his State and his fraternity.
At the outbreak of the Spanish-American War,
he was among the first to volunteer. Given a
safe post at home, he requested a transfer to
active duty and served with the rank of Captain
as an aide to General Wheeler in the Santiago
campa.gn. A graduate of Northwestern Ch:isticn
University, he began his career by practicing
law. At 'the end of five years, he retired from
a~tive practice and, after some years spent in
foreign travel, entered public life. In his time,
Captain English, as he was popularly known,
served in both branches of the Indiana Legisla-
ture and also as a member of Congress in Wash-
Ington. He was a State Senator at the time of
his death.

I have known few men in whom so much of
personal charm has been matched with equal
ablhty: Will English was a natural leader.
Men liked him and trusted him. He had an
Instinct for doing the right thing and for doing
things well. When Indianapolis Lodge was
Instituted, he was its first-initiated member and
was elected its first Exalted Ruler. Later, he
became its first honorary life member. Grand
Lodge honors came to him at once. In his first
year as a Grand Lodge Member, 1882, he was
elected Grand Esteemed Lecturing Knight.
In 1883 and ’84 he served two terms as Grand
Esteemgd Loyal Knight. The following year he
was District Deputy for Indiana. And in
1886-87 he held the office of Grand Exalted
Ruler.

Those were troublous times in our history,
those pioneer years. We had but a handful of

odges, with a membership of less than 7,500.
We could not call upon half a century of past
€xperience to aid us in the solution of the pressing
problems which faced us. We had neither power,
nor prestige. We had little money. But one
reason why we have all those things to-day is that
men of the character of Brother English took
the helm and held us to our course in spite of the
shoals and reefs that lurked around us.

We are here not to lament the passing of our
dead, but to do honor to their works while they
lived. Will English was a good man, just and
kind. No one knows, but they who benefited
by it, how broad was his Charity, or how ready

his helping hand. Not even I, for years his
closest friend, knew the extent of his beneficence.
But when his spirit had risen from its earthly
home and the word had spread that he had
passed on, thousands came to pay their last
tribute at his side and the flags of his city and
his State drooped at half-mast.

. That other beloved Indianan, James Whit-
comb Riley, left us a poem which expresses,
better than words of mine ever could, my feeling
at the passing of Will English—

Away

I cannot say, and I will not say
That he is dead. He is just away!

With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand,
He has wandered into an unknown land,

And left us dreaming how very fair
It needs must be, since he lingers there.
] * %

He is not dcad—he is just away.’”

In closing the Memorial Service, Past Grand
Exalted Ruler Price paid tribute to the officers
and members of the Order who have gone to their
rest, reminding those present that the achieve-
ments of the fraternity have been made possible
through the efforts of those who have gone
before. The Service ended with the rendition
of an appropriate vocal selection by the Scranton
Elks Choral Club. Immediately following the
ceremonies, Past Grand Exalted Ruler Mills
introduced a resolution authorizing the incoming
Grand Exalted Ruler to appoint a Committee
whose function should be to plan a memorial
to the late Past Grand Exalted Ruler English
and to report its recommendations to the next
session of the Grand Lodge. (It is of interest.to
note here that Mrs. English was in attendance at
the Reunion in Chicago during Convention
Week.)

Resuming the regular order of business, Past
Exalted Ruler E. J. McCrossin, of Birmingham,
Ala., Lodge, No. 79, reported for the Allen
Memorial Committee, that there had been some
delay in deciding upon a memorial to the late
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Basil M. Allen, of
Birmingham, but that the Committee is now
seeking a.suitable memorial and will have defi-
nite action to report at the next Grand Lodge
session, This report was approved.

Chairman William T. Phillips, Past Exalted
Ruler of New York, Lodge, No. 1, reporting for
the Leach Memoria] Committee, informed the
Grand Lodge of the dedication of the memorial to
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Edward Leach—
which was described in the June, 1926, issue of
this Magazine—and extended the thanks of Mrs.
Leach to the Grand Lodge for having erected it.
The report of this Committee was approved and,
its work done, the Committee was discharged
with the thanks of the Grand Lodge.

On behalf of the Brown Memorial Committee,
Past Exalted Ruler Fred O. Nuetzel, of Louis-
ville, Ky., Lodge, No. 8, submitted a tentative
report, stating that the family burial plot of
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Robert W. Brown,
at Russellville, Ky., is being re-planned and
restored and that a large granite stone is being
prepared to mark the grave. The Committee
recommended that the Grand Lodge appropriate
$6,000 for this work. The report was approved
and the appropriation subsequently made.

Following the submission of these reports, the
Grand Lodge took a recess for luncheon, re-
convening in the same session, the second busi-
ness session, at the Elks National Memorizl
Headquarters Building, where, at four o’clock,
the dedication exercises took place. A descrip-
tion of the dedication appears separately in this
issue and it will, therefore, not be touched upon
here.

The Third Business Session

The third business session was held on Thurs-
day morning, July 15, at the Auditorium Theater,
and began with the announcement, by Grand
Exalted Ruler Atwell, that he was instructing
his District Deputies to visit each of the Lodges
whose charters he had suspended during the
year, with orders to expunge from the minutes
of those Lodges the record of their suspension.
This generous act was very warmly received.

Chairman Robert A. Gordon of the Board of
Grand Trustees then presented the final budget,
with a resolution that it be adopted.  This was
done. He then submitted the recommendation
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of thé Board, that Charters be granted to the
following Lodges:

South Haven, Mich., Lodge, No. 1500.

Newton, N. J., Lodge, No. 1512.

Watertown, Mass., Lodge, No. 1513.

Longview, Wash., Lodge, No. 1514.
Lynbrook, N. Y., Lodge, No. 1515.
Marianna, Fla., Lodge, No. 1516.

Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Lodge, No. 1517.
Sarasota, Fla., Lodge, No. 1519.

Fort Pierce, Fla., Lodge, No. r520.
Millinocket, Maine, Lodge, No. 1521,
Ponca City, Ckla., Lodge, No. 1522.
Royal Oak, Mich., Lodge, No. 1523.
Arcadia Fla., Lodge, No. 1524.

Des Plaines, Ill., Lodge, No. 1526.
Taft, Calif., Lodge, No. 1527.

This recommendation was approved and the
charters granted.

Improvements and Additions to the
Elks National Home

Grand Trustee Robert A. Scott next sub-
mitted the following very important supplemen-
tal report of the Board, dealing with the im-
provements deemed necessary at the Elks
National Home at Bedford, Va.:

“To the Officers and Members of the Grand
Lodge, B. P. O, Elks:

“In the annual Report of the Board of Grand
Trustees, submitted to the Grand Lodge last
year, at Portland, attention was called to the
fact that the growing demands for admissions to
the Elks National Home, at Bedford, Virginia,
would very soon necessitate the construction of
additional dormitories and service buildings;
and it was suggested that the provision for these
needed additions could not properly be delayed
longer than this year.

“The conditions which now exist, and the
anticipation of those sure to arise in the near
future, confirm the Board in its judgment that
provision should now be made for the enlarge-
ment of the Home, to meet present demands
upon it and those sure to be made within the next
few years.

“The present buildings, with one exception,
have been in use for ten years; but they have been
carefully maintained and are in perfect condi-
tion and splendidly adapted to the uses to which
they are put. But they are overcrowded, even
now, by the numbers of our brothers who are
there cared for and there is a constantly growing
waiting list of applicants who cannot be provided
for because of lack of space.

“There are now 209 residents at the Home.
These completely fill the dormitory space
available. The Board has arranged to use the
sun parlor in the Hospital for temporary
dormitory purposes. This will take care of ten
more, but will still leave a present waiting list of
fifteen, no one of whom can be admitted until
space is made available by deaths or withdrawals
or by construction of additional buildings.

“At a meeting of the Board held in May, a
special Committee was appointed, composed
of Brothers Cotter, Jennings and Scott, to make
a specific survey and study of the conditions with
a view to a definite report to this Grand Lodge
containing recommendations looking to the
future as well as providing for the exigencies of
the present. This Committee has investigated
all phases of the situation, their conferences with
architects and engineers and builders have
continued up to the very days of the meeting
of this Grand Lodge. It is for this reason that
the matter is dealt with in this supplemental
report instead of the Annual Printed Report,
which of course had to be completed for printing
some weeks ago.

“After a careful study of tentative plans
submitted and estimates of costs secured, the
Special Committee has recommended to the
Board the immediate construction of a new
central heating plant, of sufficient capacity to
serve the existing buildings and the contemplated
additions for some years to come, and of ad-
ditional dormitory accommodations capable of
housing one hundred additional residents, at an
estimated total cost of $350,000.00. The Board
is unanimous in its approval of the recom-
mendation of the Committee and does now
recommend to this Grand Lodge that authority
be given it to proceed immediately with the
construction of the additional buildings required
at the Home, as herein suggested.
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but it did have an ‘indefinable something which
appealed, fascinated and held, until] to-day its
lodges number over one thousand five hundred
and its membership is well-nigh a million.

It could not thus have attracted men of char-
acter and standing in all walks of life had it been
without merit and had it lacked genuine appeal
to the higher, better and nobler promptings of
sterling manhood and womanhood. I say
womanhood, for, while it is a man’s o iza-
tion, it would not long have endured had it failed
of woman’s approval and support. To have
thus grown and waxed strong, it must not only
have been founded on sound and enduring
principles, but it also must have been an aggres-
sive organization, not content with mere preach-
ment but distinguished by actual accomplish-
ment. It is not unbecoming in the individual
modestly to take inventory of his life. It often
serves a useful purpose, inspiring to greater
activity, to higher aims and more noble pur-
poses. Therefore, may we not to-day, in this
1nspiring presence and standing at the portal of
this, our most recent accomplishment, modestly
take inventory and gain inspiration to greater
achievement in the years to come.

The Order of Elks has no enemies. Sixty
years of history, sixty years of activity, and no
enemies! Thus have we measurably, at least,
demonstrated our right to use the words “Be-
nevolent” and “Protective.” ‘“Benevolent”
is derived from two Latin words meaning “we
wish well.”” Benevolence is good-will, kindness,
charitableness, liberality, love of mankind, and
the promotion of prosperity and happiness.
“Protective” alsoisderived from two Latin words
meaning to shield from danger, to guard against
injury, to defend, to preserve in safety. With
us its application extends to home and fireside,
to country and to all mankind. Because we are
Benevclent and because we are Protective in
thought, word and deed—we have no enemies.
We can have none so long as we live up to our
name and practice the principles upon which our
Order is founded.

THE Order had its inception in good-fellow-

ship, in comradeship. The development of
these natural and impelling influences in life
resulted in adopting as the supporting pillars of
the fraternal edifice in the hearts of our mem-
bers four basic or cardinal virtues—Charity,
Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity.

Charity : Not a mere giving of alms; a broad
charity of thought; inspiring a charity of word
and of deed. Itis a charity that “vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up, and doth not behave it-
self unseemly.” It is a spark struck by the
hand of Deity, kindling a flame of sympathy,
forbearance, tolerance and helpfulness in the
hearts of men. It is the kind of charity Paul
had in mind when he said, “ Though I bestow all
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my
body to be burmed, and have not charity, it
profiteth me nothing.” True charity is dis-
tinguished from material assistance to the needy.
We boast not of the giving of alms but welcome
the opportunity thus to serve. We hold such
giving secret, for otherwise it loses its sweetness
to the giver and brings humiliation to the
receiver. Elk charity is typified by a winged
figure in flowing robes of white, scattering along
Life’s stony pathway the flowers of hope, cour-
age and good cheer.

Justice: Ours is not the stern Justice of
retribution, exacting the extreme penalty for
each erring step, but a justice which seeks to
judge men by that which is within their hearts.
Punishment must come to all who violate the
laws of God and man. The most severe punish-
ment, however, is that inflicted by an outraged
conscience. If conscience be.gone, then is
reason dethroned, and man is descended to a
mere Lrute, to whom justice is without meaning.
Disraeli once said, “ Justice is truth in action.”

* Such is the justice which we acclaim—a justice
reckoning with the frailties of human nature,
with proneness to err notwithstanding the better
promptings of the heart, and with the universal
desire of normal man to do right and live right,
sometimes measured by different yet always by
honest standards. Elk justice is typified not
by a blind goddess with stern visage standing
stiffly erect, with scales exactly poised and with
the sword of execution sharpened to keen edge;
but rather by a benign goddess with kindly
visage, with clear vision to see the very truth of

things, holding in one hand the mirror of in-
trospection and in the other the Book of Divine
Law, that those who come before her may
search their own hearts and seek their own salva-
tion in God’s appointed way as they are given
to see that way.

Brotherly Love: That which we acclaim is
not effeminate, weak, feeble, fawning or spirit-
less. It is masculine, strong, virile, sturdy,
helpful and vigorous—a manly love of man for
man and for things manly. Itisbold and daring,
valorous and courageous, undaunted, hardy,
dignified but responsive. It seeks out character
and glorifies it. It recognizes ability and lauds
it. It nurtures, sustains and protects. It ex-
tends the hand in greeting, in sympathy, in
helpfulness, and in the spirit of true friendship.
It is an affirmative answer to Cain’s inquiry,
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Fidelity: This, indeed, embraces all. What
a wealth of meaning in the word fidelity!—
adherence to right; steadfastness in the dis-
charge of duty; faithfulness to all obligations;
honesty; integrity; faith; fealty; loyalty. In-
deed, what a wealth of meaning!

President Harding, himself a member of the
Order, in a letter written from the White House
shortly before his untimely death, among other
things said, “The Order of Elks has grown and
will continue to grow because it teaches toler-
ant idealism.” We inveigh against all intoler-
ance. We recognize no religion, or, to speak
more accurately, we recognize all religions
founded on belief ih a Supreme Being. Pro-
testant, Catholic and Jew alike find asylum
within cur Lodge rooms, with no obligation
suggested, W'lﬂ!. no act performed, with no word
spoken conflicting in any way with their religious
beliefs. ,Our teachings constitute an every day
religion as broad as the scheme of the soul’s
sa.lvatxoq embraced within all such creeds.

So christened and so grounded, it is not to be
wondered that we have builded a great fraternal
and patriotic organization which has exerted
and is exerting a tremendous influence for good
throughout the United States and its possessions.
It is an American organization. It holds its
charter under Federal law. Its government is
patterned as near as may be on our Federal form
of government. We have our legislative,
judicial and executive departments, function-
ing along the same lines as these departments of
our National government. Our doors are open
to none but citizens of the United States. No
Lodge of our Order can be instituted nor can a
Lodge session be held except where the Stars and
Stripes bear witness to the undisputed sover-
eignty of the United States. A Lodge session can-
not be opened unless the flag of our country he first
on the altar, nor closed until it be returned to an
official charged with its safe-keeping. Before an
Elk can be obligated, he must take an oath of
allegiance—an oath to support and defend the
Constitution, laws and institutions of our be-
loved country, and he must receive and hold
next to his heart the starry emblem of freedom
and liberty,

It therefore is but natural that we observe
Flag Day, and that we were first to call upon
all patriotic citizens to join with us on June r4th
in paying tribute to our National Emblem.
It was in response to our request that President
Wilson issued his proclamation for the observ-
ance of Flag Day in 1g16. Since then it hag
almost come to be recognized as a national
holiday.

The home is the foundation of orderly govern-
ment, the cradle of patriotism and the hope of
the future. Our Order protects the sanctity of
the fireside. No nation can be better or stronger
than the standards established in the home and
there inculcated in the minds, hearts and souls of
succeeding generations. Agencies of our Order
are constantly at work to establish better con-
ditions and higher ideals in home life, to assist in
the education of children, and to provide them
with playgrounds looking to their health and
happiness, thus making for a higher standard
of citizenship.

While we are active in child-welfare work, we
have not forgotten the aged and infirm. The
sunset of life is as colorful, as beautiful and
appealing as is its dawn. There is not a city
throughout the land where the benefactions of
our Order have not reached in helpfulness to the
aged, the infirm, and the unfortunate. Thereis
scarcely a city in which the local Lodge does not

The Elks Magazine

maintain wards or rooms in hospitals, open with-
out charge to those who cannot pay. At Bed-
ford, Virginia, we have established and there
maintain the Elks National Home for those of
our brothers whose faltering steps are turned by
age and infirmity toward the West. Out of ail
the activities and benefactions of our Order,
this one alone is confined to our membership.
We stand ready to join in all worthy movements,
no matter by whom or by what agency they
may be sponsored. Charitable organizations,
homes for dependent children, homes for the
aged and infirm, hospitals, welfare organizations,
and patriotic organizations throughout the
length and breadth of the land bear witness to
our cordial cooperation and practical support.
It was due to our established reputation that the
Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Curtis
Dwight Wilbur, in June, 1925, requested our
Order to assist in the campaign for funds to
preserve the historic frigate ‘“Old Iron-
sides” from sinking in decay beneath the
waters of Boston Harbor. In his letter of
invitation, Secretary Wilbur, among other
things, said:

“The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
has a great record for the welfare of the youth of our
country. I hope that your society will decide to
give the movement its active support by bn,t,lgmg
this before the school children of the country.

THE invitation was promptly accepted as an-
other opportunity to scrve; the campaign was

organized throughout the country, and was

vigorously and successfully prosccuted. .

Because it brings us to this day and to this
occasion, I have reserved until now mention of
the activities of our Order during the World
War. As I recall them my heart swells with
pride, but I will refer to them briefly and with a
pride shared by all who served in that memor-
able conflict. It was merely another opportunity
to serve. We might have done more and still
fallen short of that which we should l}ave done.
We could not have done less and rightly laid
claim to being a patriotic organization.

Aside from all that was done by the fifteen
hundred Lodges, the Grand Lodge at Boston in
1917 unanimously voted the sum of one million
dollars for war work. Had the war continued,
other and, if necessary, larger contributions
would have been made.  In fact, another million
dollars was voted by the Grand Lodge at At-
lantic City in 1918, but its use proved to be
unnecessary. The fires of patriotism kindled
at our altars were ablaze, and gave manifesta-
tion in a thousand ways other than the mere
giving of money—that was the least of our
contributions. Our members became absorbed
in all war activities and over seventy thousand
went to the colors, of whom more than one
thousand made the supreme sacrifice. Thir-
teen thousand of our members were officers,
among the number being an officer universally
admired and loved, who would be here to-day
if he were in the United States—the Com-
mander of our Expeditionary Forces, General
John J. Pershing. . .

The members of our War Relief Commission
during the trying days when the peace of the
world had been o’erthrown and when the
future hung trembling between hope and despalr,
were frequently in conference with the War
President and his advisers, counselling as to.hOW
our Order could best serve. On these occasions,
President Wilson never failed to express his
appreciation of our loyal, patriotic and helpful
support. In advance of undertaking our various
activities, they had his endorsement and ap-
proval. Not only were our war activities varied,
but they were wide in scope. We sought to
serve where the need was greatest, giving no
thought whether the service was to be rendered
through the agency of our Order or through that
of some other organization. Our lodges and

- members everywhere were active in all drives

and in lending assistance to all societies, or-
ganizations and movements, giving support to
the Government and aid and encouragement to
the khaki-clad boys, whether in the trenches or
in training camps ready for the call to join
their comrades under the colors in foreign lands.
In addition to these activities may be men-
tioned the equipment of Base Hospitals for over-
seas service, the erection of a Reconstruction
Hospital at Boston, the construction of a Com-
munity Building at Chillicothe, Ohio; contribu-
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tions to the European Relief ‘Fund; and to the
Salvation Army, enabling it mc.e effectively to
carry on the great work ia which it was en-
.gaged and for which thousands of doughboys
still sing its praises.

I confess some embarrassment in referring
to these things. May I quote briefly what others
have said of our war work. In the initial num-
ber of THE ELks MacaziNE will be found the
facsimile of a letter from President Harding, in
which, speaking of the Order, he said:

“Imposing no obligations upon members, save
those of loyalty, helpfulness, love of country, the
Order has quictly accomplished very big things.
Its service during the great crisis of the
War is yet fresh in our minds, and the memory of
it must always be a satisfaction to all Elks. Some
of its benefactions the Order has endeavored and
always will endeavor to conceal.”

Beneath the cornerstone of this Memorial
Building is a letter from President Coolidge,
from which I quote:

“Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity,
are virtues which are eternal, and you have built
upon them an organization which in its accomplish-
ments shows that they have been a reality, and
not merely a sounding phrase. If any demonstra-
tion were needed, it is found in that quiet but ef-
fective work which was carried on by the Elks during
the War. Having undertaken a work of service,
it was conducted without public appeal and with-
out ostentation, but with a broadness of spirit and
genuine sympathy which is known to all who came
within its scope. I feel it an honor to add my
tribute to those officers and men in whose memory
this building is erected, and whose sacrifice is an
enduring pledge of that loyalty and devotion which
the Elks have shown to their Government and to
the ideals upon which it is founded.”

On his return from France after the War,
General Pershing, at a reception tendered him in
New York by our Order, said in part:

“We who were fortunate enough to be sent to the
battleficld of Europe to represent-our people felt
that we had a united nation behind us, and I know
of no organization or body of men whose patriotism,
whose loyalty and whose benevolence have con-
tributed in a greater degree to making that a pos-
sibility. We have not only felt the spirit of your
patriotism but we have felt the material benefit of
your efforts to carry forward the principles for
which America has stood in the war.

“I am proud to be able to say this to you so soon
after my return to the homeland, and I wish to
congratulate you, and Elks everywhere, for what
you have done.”

. On November 3rd, 1919, Col. Casey A. Wood,
in a letter written at the direction of the Surgeon-
General of the Army, and speaking of our war
work, said:

“You are to be congratulated upon the unusually
fine showing of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. From what I know of the subject
I think you stand first in that respect.”

Time precludes reference to many similar
testimonials from publi¢ officials and others
hgvmg intimate knowledge of what our Or(!er
did through those trying days. I cannot refrain,
however, from one Turther testimonial, prized,
to' say the least, equally with those already
quoted. Acknowledging a contribution from
our Grand Lodge War Fund, and referring to our
assistance in raising other funds, that sweet
angel of mercy, respected by all and loved by
every doughboy, Evangeline C. Booth, Com-
mander of the Salvation Army, in 2 letter to
our War Relief Commission, said in part:

“We are not unmindful in this happy hour of
that fact that early in the year just closing, when
the exigencies of war relief work put The Salvation
Army to desperate extremes of effort to_try and
maintain its work with our Army and Navy, it
was your Order of Elks that stepped forward, and
because we were undenominational and embraced
all races and creeds alike in our work—and because
you had confidence in our cause and our aims, you
gallantly and with telling effect, did combat for us
and helped us through to success. In that great
undertaking you took the task completely out of
our hands in some instances, and rolled up subscrip-
tion sums that frequently exceeded the target and
went far beyond.

“The members of your great American organiza-
tion, headed by your War Commission, toiled at
our side in the highways and byways throughout
this land, and unselfishly contended for the cause
of suffering humanity. Now, before we can find

opportunity to more than thank you for that gallant
service, you come to us with this magnificent gift—
which we accept with a degree of appreciation it
is difficult to describe, and at the same time espe-
cially thank you for the honor you do us'in so
" impressively demonstrating your confidence that
th gif;‘. will be faithfully applied, even as you
esire.

And again, in 1919, when granted the privilege
of appearing before the Grand Lodge at Atlantic
City, she made an address which will never be
forgotten by those who were privileged to hear
it, in which she said:

“Perhaps you cannot understand how happy
T am in this privilege conferred on me, because you
can not all realize how fully the Salvation Army
recognizes and appreciates the efforts of that high-
minded, noble band of men whose influence has
always been in behalf of those agencies which have
had for their object the benefit and uplift of their
fellowmen. This is how it came that in the early

- days of the Salvation Army, when our friends in
this country were very few, and our opponents
were many and strong, the Order of Elks were
among the first to perceive the sincerity, and the
worthiness of our then little-known organization.
They were among the first to recognize the purity
and earnestness of our spirit, the greatness of our
object, and to become convinced that the only and
all-absorbing purpose of the Salvation Army—so
small and insignificant in those days—was to carry
hope, help and happiness to those who were in the
"grcatest need; light and cheer to those who sat in
places of darkness and despair. It was this Order
of Elks, that in the most practical form, and by the
most practical measures, emphasized and made
clearly known, to us and to others, their confidence
in our organization and their desire to help us by
befriending us at a time when we were receiving
but opposition from many who should have been
the first to give aid. In those early years the
Order of Elks championed our cause, voiced our
claims, and were not only themselves our friends,
but made for us friends even outside their own
Order. .

], therefore, deeply appreciate the opportunity
that is given me here this morning to attempt to
express our lasting gratitude to this Order, and I
say without hesitancy that our organization could
not have achieved its exceptional success in the
war but for the splendid, practical, tangible aid
that was rendered to us by the Elks.”

When the Armistice was declared and the
world began to make appraisal of what toll had
been taken in blood and in anguish, our Order
sought still to serve, and found a most appeali
field of endeavor. Our boys were coming back
home—not all of them, thousands were never
to return.

On Fame’s clernal camping-ground
Their silent tenls are spread.

THEY might well have been envied by some of
those who did return—broken in health; suffer-
ing from shell-shock and from wounds; maimed
for life, and broken in all but that indomitable
will and American spirit which had carried them
over the top and into that hell of fire where
the carnage was greatest. .

Aside from the splendid work carried on in re-
construction hospitals, the first and most notable
of which was the one we had erected in Boston and
turned over to the Government, there were other
things to be done—other pressing needs to be
met. Many of the boys were without funds to
get back home from their place of enlistment
after landing in New York. The red tape of
Army regulations could not be cut to meet the
emergency. This is not said in criticism. Things
had been at such a high tension and events had
followed so quickly that a willing Government
had not made provision for any such contin-
gency. Here was our opportunity, and we
embraced it. We established a loan fund and
thus assisted 36,791 service men by making
available to them, as and when needed, a sum
considerably in excess of one-half million dol-
lars. Out of our War Relief fund over sixty
thousand dollars was expended in providing
vocational training for one hundred and six
American boys who were in the war service of
other countries and, therefore, not cared for by
our Government. We made an appeal to Con-
gress in behalf of ex-service men, explaining how
our loan fund had been handled, and were,
indirectly at least, responsible for some features
of relief legislation.

In a speech delivered in the House of Repre-
sentatives in 1919, Honorable John F. Miller, a
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Member of Congress from the State of Washing-
ton, said: .

“The Benevolent and Protective Order.of Elks
has placed at the disposal of the Federal Board
a quarter of a million dollars to be used in this hu-
mane and practical work, enabling the Federal
Board to carry on much of its work without being
subjected to the delay of technical ruies and regula-
tions which, in many cases, would defeat the object
of the vocational education law.

“The Elks Fund thus provided is the first in-
stance of the kind in the history of the country
where a great patriotic fraternal organization has
come to the aid of the Government in so timely,
helpful and substantial a manner.”

In 1920 Senator Fess, then a Congressman,
and Chairman of the House Committee on
Education, said:

“The Government certainly appreciates the
work that the Elks organization has done. Your
example of a revolving fund is a very good one for
the Government to follow. However, that has
never before been presented to us; for that reason
the committee owes more than the usudl gratitude
to you for coming to us and giving us this clear
statement of the work of the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks in cooperation with the
Government.”

Honorable Daniel A. Reed, a Congressman
from- the State of New York, speaking in the
House of Representatives in 1920 of volunteer
agencies which cooperated with the Government
during the war, said: .

“But I would say that foremost among such
volunteer agencies, acting both as a whole and in-
dividually, came the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks. e

“This great Order seemed to sense with prophetic
vision the frightful consequences of war and pro-
ceeded to set in motion and bring to successful
fruition or achievement through its Elks War
Relief Commiszion a service most essential and
timely which had not been anticipated or per-
formed by any other agency.”

After_enum_erating the activities of the Elks in
connection with the war problems, Congressman
Reed continued:

“In all these matters undertaken and so suc-
cessfully carried out by the Elks there have been no
public drives or no street canvassing for funds, and
no money has been solicited or received by thém
from any sources outside the individual Elk or the
subordinate Elks Lodges.

“And greater than all this giving of money,
greater than the erection of the magnificent re-
construction hospital at Boston, or the equipping
of two large base hospitals in France, or the dona-
tions and assistance to the Salvation Army, has
been the spirit of sym]:ml:hﬁ(l and helpfulness re-
flecting the fraternal fellowship in which the mem-
bership of the splendid Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks has by personal contact encouraged
so many thousands of our wounded and disabled
heroes to successfully carry on in refitting or re-edu-
cating themselves for the future.”

At a meeting of the National Executive Com-
mittee of the American Legion held in the city
of Washington, D. C., on March 22, 23, and
24, 1920, a resolution was adopted, the preamble
reciting the assistance given by the Order of
Elks in connection with vocational training and
education, and the resolution concluding as
follows:

“RESOLVED, That the thanks of The American
Legion be and the same are hereby tendered to the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the
United States of America for this timely and val-
uable assistance to our disabled American heroes.”

Our files contain many letters from officers
and directors of the Federal Board for Vocational
Education speaking of our activities in behalf of
ex-service men in terms of highest praise. I will
quote from only one. Honorable James P. Mun-
roe, Vice-Chairman of the Board, in 1921, wrote:

“The idea of such a loan fund was so new to the
members of Congress that it took a long time to
educate them as to the responsibility of the Federal
Government in this matter of temporary relief
and had it not been for the prompt and gencrous
action of the Elks, not only would great numbers
of men disabled by the war have been in serious
straits, but the country would have been deservedly
accused of disgraceful neglect.

«1 venture to say that none of the many benevo-
lent acts of the Order of Elks has done greater
service than this fund which was made available
for the use of this Board.”






August, 1926

building is now substantially completed.” Itis to
be dedicated at this session of the Grand Lodge.
It is now a reality. Its mention here is more in
the nat-yre of the recording of a fact by the officer
charged with that duty. Its largeness in the
world of art; its complete harmony in the world
of patriotism; its congenial setting in the terri-
tory of gratefulness make any further reference
here unnecessary. : .

The Commission has been composed of:

Hon. John K. Tener, Chairman,

Joseph T. Fanning, Executive Director and

Secretary-Treasurer,

James R. Nicholson,

Edward Rightor,

T'red Harper,

Bruce A. Campbell,

William M. Abbott,

Rush L. Holland,

Frank L. Rain,

William W. Mountain,

J. E. Masters,
all Past Grand Exalter Rulers, together with
the Grand Exalted Ruler for each year, who has
been an ex-officio member.

To them, and each of them, I say, simply,
“Well done, thou good and faithful servants.”

Finally

I have said nothing about expenditures for
charity. I think any statement with reference
to that would be out of place. Confidentially—
and that is the only way we can say anything
about this subject, the expenditures, I think,
have been the largest in the history of the Order.

There are a thousand happenings that are
indelibly photographed on my mind and that
could form a place in this report as exhibiting
something—not everything—of the greatness
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"of the Order. At this moment, however, they all

give place to one big fact. That fact is that my
work as Grand Exalted Ruler is finished. With
these words I am saying good-by to a loyal,
hard working and efficient official family. With
these words I am saying good-by to hundreds
of thousands of men from whom, in reality, I
am never away, and who really shall never again
leave me; for that intangible something that
every man who touches another man leaves with
the other man, is always to be present with me.

For your loyalty, your devotion and your
courtesy I am deeply grateful, and I end the year
by saying what I did in the beginning, I am
always Your earnest friend,

éf:‘/,(‘z{zéu/

Grand Exalted Ruler.

Facts from Annual Reports
Submitted to the Grand Lodge

From the Report of the Board of

Grand Trustees

HE year which has just closed has marked

a most successful and progressive year

at the Elks National Home at Bedford,
Virginia. i

This institution, unique in architecture, lying
at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, stands
alone in the field of institutions of its kind.

There are gathered two hundred and five of
the members of our Order, almost all of whom
have passed the useful period of their lives and
have now anchored in this “Haven of Rest.”
During the past ycar a greater measure of
happiness and contentment has been in evidence
among them than ever before in the history of
the Home. More pride has been taken by the
residents in the Home and more effort made b
the older residents to instill into the new arrivals
the proper spirit of brotherly love which should
prevail in a Home. During the year all possible
consideration has been given the residents by
the Board of Grand Trustees. It has heard the
grievances of any resident and after careful
investigation has adjusted the difference with
impartial exactness.

The Board, through Home Member Robert A.
Scott, has called to the attention of subordinate
Lodges the needs of the residents that can not
be supplied by the Home, and has impressed
upon the Lodge of which each resident is a
member, that this member should be kept on the
mailing list, his Lodge card sent him regularly
and a small amount of cash sent him each
month, so that he may be able to purcha§e,
wherever he may be, the few little necessities
which the Home does not supply.

The Board wishes to call the attention of sub-
ordinate Lodges to the necessity of using caution
in sending members to the Home who are
clearly not within the law which states that the
Home is for aged and indigent Elks and is not a
hospital or an infirmary. The Home has been
burdened in the last year with a number of
cases that should not have been sent there,
they being clearly hospital cases requiring more
care and attention than the Home can give them
with its limited hospital facilities. In several
cases the Board has been obliged to return men
to their Lodges because of this condition, thereby
causing great embarrassment to the Board and
to the members who were returned.

The Board also wishes to call the attention of
subordinate Lodges to the danger of taking men
into the Lodge who are over sixty-five years of
age as these men can not compete long in the
field of activity and will very shortly become a
charge upon the Lodge and eventually become
residents of the National Home, thereby impos-
ing a burden upon the subordinate Lodge as well
as upon the Grand Lodge.

The two hundred and five residents now at
the Home completely fill the rooms available,
but the Board has decided to arrange ten beds
in the Sun Parlor of the Hospital to take care
of additional residents until such time as new
buildings can be completed. It is the intention

of the Board to ask thefGrand Lodge at the
meeting in July, 1926 for an appropriation
suﬁ'lcieﬁt tOJbl}l’ﬂd 9one or more additional
cottages. .

Entertainments at the Home during the year
were numerous, but two days stand out as
occasions long to be remembered. The first
of these was the visit of the State Elks Associa-
tion of Maryland, Delaware and District of
Columbia on August 3oth, and the presentation
by it to the Home of a bust of Warren G.
Harding, ex-President of the United States
and a member of Marion, Ohio, Lodge, No. 32.
The representatives of the Association were
accompanied by a band and drill corps from
Richmond, Va., Lodge, No. 45, a glee club from
Lynchburg, Va., Lodge, No. 321, and a number
of members from other Virginia Lodges. The
presentation was made by P. J. Callan, Presi-
dent of the Maryland, Delaware and District of
Columbia Association, and the bust was received
on behalf of the Board of Grand Trustees in an
eloquent address by Grand Lxalted Ruler
William Hawley Atwell. The closing address
was made by Past Grand Exalted Ruler Fred
Harper, of Lynchburg, Virginia. .

On November 7th a delegation from Syracuse,
N. Y. Lodge, No. 31, headed by Miles Hencle,
came to the Elks National Home and presented
to the Home, on behalf of their Lodge, a life-
size bronze elk to be used in the Elks Rest at
Oakwood Cemetery. This was made the occa-
sion of a gathering of Elks of prominence from
all over the country. The presentation speech
was made by Miles Hencle, Secretary of Syra-
cuse Lodge, and the gift was accepted by Past
Grand Exalted Ruler Fred Harper, of Lynch-

urg, Va., Lodge.
b Ae;other entgrtainment that is looked forward
to by the residents each year is the annual
Christmas tree given by Roanoke, Va., Lodge,
No. 197 to the Home. .

In addition to these two outstanding events,
many - other entertainments were given the
residents by other Lodges, and many gifts such
as books, phonograph records and films were
sent to the Home from Lodges all over the
country. . .

The present buildings, with one exception,
have now been in use ten years and the fagt
that these buildings are to-day in as good repair
as the day on which they were dedicated proves
that the men who formed the Commission which
built the buildings “built wisely and well.”
It has been the policy of the Board of Grand
Trustees to follow in the footsteps of these men
and during this year the entire buildings have
been gone over. Much painting has been done
and many small repairs that were necessary
have been given attention, until to-day the
entire instituticn is in perfect condition. This
applies also to fences, and farm lands as well as
to the herd of Holstein dairy cows which are
kept by the Home.

This herd, now numbering twenty cows and
milking on an average of seventeen, have pro-
duced 15,043)4 gallons of milk this year, an
average of about 44 gallons per day. This is an

excellent showing and will rank with any dairy
in the country. All of this milk is used by the
Home.

The dairy barn has lately undergone some
repairs which leaves it in perfect condition. .
This, together with good, healthy cows. assures a
supply of milk for the residents that is entirely
free from impurities.

The Elks National Home is an institution of
which every member of our Order should feel
proud and it is one of the show places of the
country to-day. Every visitor to the Home
must realize that the Order is doing a great work
in continuing an institution such as this, which
does so much to make the declining years of our
less fortunate members happy, tranquil and
contented.

At the last Grand Lodge session held in Port-
land, Ore., an appropriation of $10,000.00 was
made, to be known as the National Home Im-
provement Fund. All but a balance of a few
hundred dollars of this appropriation was used
for the making of improvements and the pur-
chasing of such equipment as was needed to
improve the Home.

From the Report of the Grand
Secretary

HE Grand Secretary, Fred. C. Robinson, in

his report, pointed out how great had been

the growth of the Order since the Grand
Lodge meeting in Chicago six years ago.

In 1920 the Annual Report showed a total
membership of approximately 650,000 in compari-
son with more than 800,000 for April, 1926. The
gross receipts for the present year were also far
in excess of those of 1920. The total amount
received by subordinate Lodges from all sources
this year was $30,846,736.82; amount expended
$30,554,696.30, with cash on hand, at beginning
of year, leaving a net cash balance hand of
$5,090,688.84. The Order’s expenditure for
charity in 1920 was 81,566,234.63; while, for the
past year, the amount was $2,407,008.10.

During the present year, Lodges received in
membership by initiation and affiliation 76,830;
suspended or expelled, 19o; stricken from the
rolls for non-payment of dues, 58,620; dimited,
15,706; deceased, 9,492.

Eighteen new Lodges have been added, giving
us, as the last numbered, Lodge 1528.

This year’s report shows that there are, alto-
gether, 167 Lodges with a total membership
of over one thousand. The largest Lodge in the
Order is Brooklyn, N. Y., Lodge, No. 22, with a
membership of 17,872.

There are eight Lodges with memberships
of from five to ten thousand, namely: Detroit,
Mich., No. 34; Philadelphia, Pa., No. 2; Boston,
Mass., No. 10; New York, N. Y., No. 1; Newark,
N. J., No. 2r; Portland, Ore., No. 142; Jersey
City, N. J., No. 211; Seattle, Wash., No. g2.

TFour Lodges have memberships between
four and five thousand as follows: Chicago, 1ll.,
No. 4; Queens Borough, N. Y., No. 878; Los
Angeles, Cal., No. 99; Cincinnati, Ohio, No. 5.

Nine Lodges have memberships between









The Wreck of

the Red Wing

(Continued from page 31)

carried me away from her, dragging slowly.
And as I went, I heard Laurie’s clear young
tones—

“] don’t know what you’re crying about,
Susan.” She had definitely dropped the ‘““aunt.”
Unless it’s because he isn’t dead.”

“He is!” said a voice, purged suddenly of the
heaviness of weeping. ‘‘He is dead! I married
him twenty-one yedrs ago—I remember it was
May—and there was sun on the hedges, and
the flowers smelt. I married the man I loved,
and he’s dead. There’s somebody alive, but it
isn’t he.”

“I don’t understand all that,” said Laurie,A

““but if you mean that Herod’s possessed by the
devil, I agree with you. Lie down and smell
your salts, Susan. You'll feel better by and by.
I’'m going out to find Paul.” .

“You know,” she said, suddenly, putting her
head into the room again after she had left it,
“jt’s all poppycock to make a fuss about Herod.
You like Bert about a hundred times as much.
Why, there he is. Listeners hear good of them-
selves sometimes, Bert,” she said, .a trifle mock-
ingly. “Oh!”—with a stretch and a shudder—
“I'm tired—tired—I’m so damned tired, Daddy
Bertie, of being good! If I thought I had to be
as good as she—'" motioning with her hand
towards Susan’s room—*for another fifty years
perhaps—I’d jump right over the jetty among
the sharks and end it.”

“There won’t be any necessity for that, so
far as I can see,” I answered dryly. ‘‘You are
in no particular danger of being as good as
Susan. I remember some funny things about
you." I remember your pretty little sorceries for
one.”

“You mean Conchita’s charm to kill Herod
by inches,” she answered coolly. *That’s real.
That works. Conchita knows things. . . . What
are you looking like that for?”

“How long has Conchita been here?” I
asked her, breathing rather quickly. An idea
had struck me. . . .

“Oh, about as long as I have. Why?”

“T’ll tell you that by and by.”

“How long are we going to stay here?”

“TIl tell you that, too—by and by.” AndI
walked off and left her.

I HAD a mind to look up Conchita, pursuing’

that new idea of mine—but young Bowen met
and claimed me first. He was rolling up the
path from the jetty, his white-covered yachting-
cap almost over one eye, his strong young chin
and mouth shoved forward: pmaster in every
line of his body, every movement of his fluent,
tough muscles. “This fellow could bully a
crew,” came into my mind, as I met him. And
again—“Jack ashore—the land’s just his holi-
day. . . . How will it ever work out?”

“Here, Polson,” he met me. “It’s time you
and I had a word. Without frightening the
women, I don’t think this is over and above a
healthy place for any of us. Let them get their
fallals and come on. We ought to be in Thurs-
day Island before sun-up to-morrow.”

“We can’t be,” I answered him.

“Can’t we, indeed? And why not?”

I hesitated. There was ample reason why
we could not; reason that affected himself almost
more than anyone else in the world. But I did
not see my way to tell him. Apart from the un-
certainties that clouded the whole matter like
smoke obscuring a landscape, there was the
question of how far his fate, and Laurie’s, won.}ld
be affected by what I might have to tell. “I
may be wrong,” I told myself, “but I can’t help
thinking that if I want to see them married
P. D. Q.—and I do—it’s safest to hold my
tongue a bit longer.” .

“Well?” asked Bowen again; and now there
was a note of command in his voice. He did not
propose—I could see—to take his sailing orders
from a mere landsman like myself. L.

I decided hastily. I would tell him just
enough to satisfy him,

“It’s about the house,” I said. ‘“Mrs. Pascoe
will have to find some money—hunt about to
see where he kept it, you know, and get enough
to go down to Thursday Island and stay there.
And there are his papers. We want some of
those. There are things to prove against him.”

Bowen stood considering, his legs set well

apart, as if the island were afloat and rolling in
a stormy seaway.

“How long’ll you take?” he brought out at
last, shifting the pipe he was smoking into one
corner of his mouth.

“It will need the rest of to-day and maybe a
bit of to-morrow. If we let Herod get back

‘while we’re away, there won’t be a dog’s chance
of finding anything.”

“If you let him get back while you’re here,
he’ll give the lot of you hell. You'd better let
me run you all down to the Island as quick as
I can, and then run back and meet him, and
belt seven bells out of him myself.”

“Look here, Bowen,” I said desperately,
“have I acted like a born fool on this trip, or
have I not?”

“You've acted like a good plucked one, and
I won’t forget it as long as I sail blue water.”

“Well then, give me a little rope now. I
can’t explain everything. I want Laurie and
Mrs. Pascoe, just for a few hours. There are
questions—things to investigate—Oh, go and
look after your ship, like a good chap, and leave
me to look after my business.”

“It’s a go,” he said, consideringly. “I’ll see
she’s ready to start at a moment’s notice. Do
you put a look-out on the top of the island,
and just explain to him, will you, that he’ll get
rope’s ended into the middle of next week, if he
lets anything come within hail and doesn’t re-
port it right off.”

“T'll attend to it,” I said. And I did. And
then I found Conchita, and brought her with
me up to the house. Secrecy from Susan and
Laurie was no part of my plan—now.

The old Filipino woman trotted at my heels,
silent and light as a dog. She was doglike in
many ways, this Conchita; doglike in her brown
faithful eyes, in her lack of personality, save as
concerned her mistress, and her mistress’s needs.
Old, wrinkled, almost useless, she would have
been thrown out to the “beach” of Thursday
and abandoned, had not Herod fancied a watch-
dog for Laurie, and set Conchita on the job.
The dog had learned to love its mistress, as dogs
do. This I guessed; but it was only of late that
I had begun to guess more.

I found Susan lying in a long hammock on the
veranda, fanning herself gently as she swayed.
She looked, with her small pearl-pale face and
her softly-pink, heart-shaped mouth, like some
sweet English flower, grown under. misty suns.
Laurie, pacing the veranda, her vivid creams
and ciimsons set off by a robe of sunflower-
colored muslin, seemed what she was, a blossom
of the tropics, a daughter of the line.

It was at Laurie that I looked longest—for
reasons that had nothing to do with her exotic
beauty. About her clung the interest that
attend all things possessed of great and unknown
powers. Laurie, this slip of a creature in a yellow
frock, this piece of joy with the kissing lips, was,
almost certainly, a power compared with whom
Princes, Prime Ministers, Presidents, ranked
small. The thought staggered me. I wondered
if, after all, I could have been mistaken; so much
was assumed, so little proved, as yet. . . .

Then, unwittingly, Conchita gave me the
clue; struck the spark. If she had not? ... I
don’t know. Paul’s unbelief was near affecting
me; his hurry to get away dragged at my mind.
I think I might almost have given the business
up, and started for Thursday Island and im-
mediate safety, had not Conchita, with utter
unconsciousness of anything unusual in her
speech, turned to Laurie and said—

“It is your lover who is on the jetty, Missa.
Laurie? But take care, get him and you away
before the Master come back. Ah, Missa
Laurie, Dolores of my soul, take care!”

“What do you mean by calling her that
name?” I asked. “Why do you call Miss
Laurie—"

“Dolores? I do not know, sir. I think I
have heard it. All the time I am calling her
Missa Laurie. I do not know why I am calling
her Dolores, sometime. Maybe it because there
are plenty, O plenty pretty girl in my country
they call them Dolores.”

“I think,” I said, “It’s because you have
heard her call herself Dolores, when she was
hardly able to speak.”

“I never called myself anything,” broke in
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Laurie, making play with a huge fan of pelican
feathers.

“You did,” I corrected her. “You called
yourself—‘Laurie,” or something like it. A
child’s attempt at Dolores. We got into the
way of assuming that you were Laura, and call-
ing you Laurie.”

“Well, what’s it matter, Bert? Dolores is 2
prettier name than Laura, and that's all. I
shall make Paul call me Dolores. What are we
waiting for? Paul doesn’t want to stay here.”

“I will tell you what we are waiting for.”

‘(““As much as I think good for you”) I added

secretly. “I believe Herod has something or
other hidden away‘in this house—papers, por-
trait's,, I don’t know what—that would identify
you.

She looked at me keenly. Then she said a
strange thing. ‘I wonder,” she breathed, “do
I want to know?”

“Well of all the—Why, a week or two ago
you were as keen as mustard on it. What’s
happened since?”

“Listen,” she suddenly flamed out. *‘You
can do what you like, and find out what you
like, but you’re to say nothing about it—
fuothn;n;g, nothing!—to anyone—until I give you
eave.

“And when will that be, you bundle of
contradictions?”’

“ WHEN I have his ring on my hand, Daddy
Bertie; not a moment before. I don’t know
what you think you can find out, whether it’ll
be good or bad or neither—but it'll change
things somehow—and I dare you, I defy you to
change anything for me—I—T could kill you or
anyone—if you risk my—" She paused a
moment, collected herself, and brought out,
full throat, the grand organ music of the word
fha.t! is so often written, so seldom said—*“my
ove
. “T’ll not risk your love, Laurie,” I told her.
“Go down to Paul and talk to him; you and he
are safe.” She went.
. Conchita stood in the strong sunlight, watch-
ing the other run, lightly as a child, across the
coral terrace and down to the sea. Dark hands
folded across lean waist, deep fiery eyes that
turned from Laurie to look at me expectantly,
the Filipino woman waited. In her I sensed
secrecy, opposition, the slave cunning, the slave
suppleness. Conchita, I could swear, knew
something. Equally I could swear she would
not tell it.

For the moment, I did not need her. I
think she was astonished, but not deceived,
when I told her to go back to the village. Idid
not care what she thought. I would deal
with her when the time came.

. Susan had gone into the house and was pack-
ing her clqthes. Her eyes were dark-circled,
and her delicate nose was a little pink, but she
had done weeping; Susan was always self-con-
trolled. As ever during these many years,
watched her while she moved; as ever, I told
myself that her walk was music made visible.
I think there never can have been so graceful
a c‘reature.
ch;ggtyou k(ilowl’l;.’ Isaid to her, “That all your
er and soul are i ur
he‘e‘l on the ground?” n the way you set yo
3 T hope not,” she answered, folding a dress.

It sounds as if one had not much of either.”
But I knew she understood me, The doors of
our hearts were open wide to one another.

You have the most beautiful heel of any
woman who ever walked,” T went on, some freak-
ish spirit taking possession of me, and forcing
me of a sudden to say the things that had been
lying on my lips, unsaid, for years. ‘People
talk as if beauty were eyes and mouth. Any
little jade can have that A.B.C. sort of beauty.
Yours goes through to Z; and it speaks.”

What does it say?” she asked in a carefully
commonplace voice, smoothing a silken dress

ﬁgfciln and again, as if she had forgotten what she

“Tt speaks,” I said, “of—

“The desire of the
Of the night ffr the”xzr'zz.’z’he ster:
And more. A great deal more.”

She answered, not m: ht.
::%)t’s i&npossiﬂe. . y ,yords, but my thoug
ut down that dress,” T said, feeli self
suddenly turn steel. Now w;asa the eﬁgl?f ™
(Continued on page 56)















































































































