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THE PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE TO
THE NATIONAL CLASS

B The gracious promise given by The Presi-

dent, that he will send a message for transmis-
sion over the radio to the National Class, to be in-
ducted into the Order on Armistice Day night, brings
a deep sense of pride and gratification to every member
of the Order. That feeling is inspired by so convinc-
ing a proof that the occasion is recognized by our
Country’s Chief Executive as one of patriotic signifi-
cance and importance.

But Elks everywhere will also experience a real fra-
ternal thrill in listening to the President’s words, in
the consciousness that they were written by a brother
who himself feels pride in his membership; and who will
be welcoming into our fraternity his own son, who
will have been just initiated into Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, Lodge.

The unusual event will insure a radio audience of
many thousands of Elks, gathered in their respective
Lodge rooms all over our Country, as well as one of
countless other thousands who will be hearing the fine
program in their homes. And the members of the
National Class will enjoy a unique distinction, which
they may well treasure in memory for the years to come
—that of having been greeted as brothers by the
President of the United States.

EDWIN H. BLASHFIELD

B The New York Times in a recent news item, an-
nounced the retirement of Edwin H. Blashfield
from regular activity in what,with humorous modesty, he
calls his ** trade.” The venerable artist, now eighty-five
years of age, has decided to undertake nofurther commis-
sions for large murals, such as have made him famous,
For many years Mr. Blashfield, wearing the highest
honors to be achieved in his chosen field, and acclaimed
one of the world’s great masters, has been called the
Dean of America’s mural painters. The term, as ap-
plied to him, rightly involves more than mere seniority
of years. It denotes preeminence of artistic achieve-
ment. And it has been affectionately employed by his
associates in tribute to his exalted character and to his
fine personality. :
Elks will recall that three of the great canvases in our
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National Memorial, in Chicago, are the products of his
genius; and that they are among the finest examples o
his work. The lunette typifying Justice, above the
entrance to the reception hall, has been referred to by
the artist himself as his real masterpiece. The larger
murals, typifying Fraternity and Charity respectively,
are worthy companions.

During his work upon these paintings, in which he
expressed a special interest and pride, he made warm
friends of those members with whom he came in contact.

Mr. Blashfield may be happy in the consciousness
that his enduring fame is assured; that during his re-
maining years, which it is hoped may be many and
filled with health and well being, he possesses the es-
teem and affection of countless friends and admirers;
and that when he shall have passed away his splendid
paintings will survive to perpetuate his memory as one
of the greatest artists of our time.

OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

B One of the most unfortunate of the results of the

industrial and commercial conditions which have
existed for the past several years has been the curtail-
ment of appropriations for the maintenance of public
schools. In nearly every State of the Union the school
terms have been shortened, or the teaching force has
been reduced, or the effectiveness of the schools has
been otherwise impaired. In some of our cities the situa-
tion has been deplorable.

The explanation, of course, is that funds available
from taxation have been insufficient. But, even so, it
is to be questioned if the economy thus practiced has
not been short-sighted; and if additional taxes should
not have been levied for the purpose. :

Apart from the strictly educational aspect, important
as that is, the moral and economic phase is peculiarly
important to the whole of society. The effect of the
curtailed facilities. aggravated, of course, by the ab-
normal conditions generally, has been that an unusually
large number of young people of school age have been
without the influence of school training and discipline.
Those who have attended the shortened terms have
been for longer periods without the benefit_of this in-
fluence. It is in such groups, left too much to their
unguided impulses, that gangs aré born and criminal
habits are formed.
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“dynamite” turned out in the course of un-
conscionable rectification and cutting.
There is not a “Sweet Adeline,” a jovial
quip or a jest in a barrel of the ‘“rotten”
overrectified or cut liquor that is turned
out by greed-maddened traffickers—when
unrestricted. , And there are tons of battle,
murder and sudden death in every quart of

this output.

The peril in the rec-
tifying and cutting of
liquor under the mnew
order is acutely accented
by the shortage of good
aged American whiskey
—which will undoubt-
edly be the major itemn
in demand. According
to official reports and
estimates, the amount
of properly aged Amer-
ican whiskey—if sold
straight—will run below
one-cighth of the de-
mand immediately fol-
lowing repeal and will
fall even further below
the demand figured for
the ensuing three years.
This will create a temp-
tation to overrectify
and cut that will, with
many in the liquor traf-
fic, prove irresistible—if
not curbed by Iederal
legislation.

TRUE temperance in-
terest urges more liberal
State legislation as to
wines and malt bever-
ages than as to distilled
liquors—both in restric-
tive regulation and in
taxation. This princi-
ple has, in certain mea-
sure, been applied with
good effect in some of
the foreign countries
where laws so aimed to
promote temperance
have been worked out—
as in Sweden and Nor-
way and some of the
Canadian provinces. And
the principle has gotten
off to a good start in
State legislation permit-
ting the sale of 3.2 per-
cent beer—which has
become widespread
through the country
since modification of
the Volstead Act by
Congress lifted the Fed-
eral ban on that bever-
age.

But this legislation
is based on legal dec-
laration that beer or
wine with not more
than 3.2% alcoholic con-
tent by weight is non-
intoxicating. As wines
and beers and ales with
greater alcoholic con-
tent may be classed as
intoxicating beverages,
enactment of control
laws dealing with these
beverages is called for.
In Rhode Island there
has already been en-
acted a control law ap-
plying to wines and
malt beverages counted
intoxicating—which dif-
ferentiates between
products of fermenta-
tion and liquors pro-
duced by distillation—

with the weaker drinks favored in the re-
strictions imposed. This hews to the line
of temperance promotion which is a line
for State control enactments generally to
follow. .

As to wine, liberal control legislation
has this to go on—the consumption of that
beverage in the United States under the

STATES THAT ALREADY HAVE TACKLED THE PROBLEM—AND
THEIR LiIQuor CONTROL REQUIREMENTS

ARIZONA .........License fees moderate. Tax of 10 cents per pint
imposed and tax of 14% of gross sales also im-
posed by general provision in Sales Tax Act.
Retail sale (not for consumption on premises
where sold) limited to bona fide groceries, drug-
stores, etc. Retail sale for consumption in res-
taurants and hotel dining rooms (with meals and
in hotel guest rooms) is permitted.

CALIFORNIA .....License fees for manufacture, importation and
sale moderate. Sale for consumption on premises
where sold not permitted.

COLORADO ...... Provides for sale of hard liquor, but sale for con-
sumption on premises where sold not permitted.

CONNECTICUT ...License charges fairly moderate. Retail sale
permitted but limited to packages not to be con-
sumed on premises where sold.

DELAIVARE ......License system with provision for establishment
of State monopoly (acting through a Commis-
sion). Retail sale (not for consumption on
premises where sold) permitted but limited to one
bottle at a time unless permit to purchase larger
amount for home consumption is obtairied (fee
$1,000). Retail sale for consumption on premises
where sold limited to sale by the Commission, by
restaurants and by hotels (in dining rooms and
bedrooms), by clubs (in dining rooms or tap
rooms), by boats (in dining rooms during meals)
and by railroads (in passenger cars).

INDIANA .........Provides for issuance of retail liquor sale license,
when permitted by U. S. law. Issuance of license
only to drug-store operators who have been in
business for three years. This requirement, how-
ever, can be waived.

MARYLAND ......Control legislation is carried in Public Local
Laws. Public Local Law applying to Baltimore
County may be taken as somewhat typical. This
Law carries a wholesale license fee schedule based
on value of stock and provides for licensing of
retail sale by the drink.

h 'TAN. vesee..State monopoly in sale acting through a State

MONTANA Control Board. Individual permits to purchase
with charge of $2.00 for 12 months to permanent
residents, $1.00 for one month to temporary resi-
dents, and 50 cents for single purchase. Sale for
consu(;nption on premises where sold not per-
mitted.

ror
NEVADA ......... ‘ments (Cities, Counties, etc.).

NEW MEXICO....Liquor Control Act, which may be adopted by
local option, carries license fee schedule based on
population. Retail sale (not for consumption on
premises where sold) and also retail sale (for
consumption on premises) by hotels and res-
taurants to be licensed, permitted.

NEIV YORK .......Liquor Control Act temporary until April 1, 1934,
. S0 its provisions are not listed here.
OHIO

teesssssaes., Provision for a Commission which is empowered
to control and regulate the manufacture, distribu-
tion and sale of beverages ‘“of whatever alcoholic
content may be permitted by law.” In the mean-
time Ohio is subject to Constitutional Prohibition
(repeal of which is shorﬂg to be submitted in
referendum) and is also subject to a dry statute
?vhiclh must be repealed before hard liquor sale is
egal.

AND. . Provides for licensing distilleries and sale of

RHODE ISLAN product at wholesale. Also provides for licensing
sale of beverages at wholesale and retail (not,
with some exceptions, for consumption on prem-
ises where sold). “Beverages” defined as includ-
ing all beverage liquors with 3 of 1% or more
alcoholic content by weight.

STATES THAT HAVE REPEALED PROHIBITION OR ENFORCEMENT ACTS,
BUT WHICH ARE WITHOUT DEFINITE LiQuor CONTROL — AND
WHICH ARE APT T0 BE Facep BY A CHAOTIC S1TUATION FoLLOw-
ING REPEAL—

ILLINOIS MISSOURI PENNSYLVANIA
LOUISIANA MASSACHUSETTS WASHINGTON
REGON WISCONSIN

The remaining twenty-seven States still have either statutory or con-
stitutional prohibition which must be repealed before intoxicating liquors
can be sold legally.

Sale permitted but control left to local govern-

29

Eighteenth Amendment registered a great
increase both in total annual volume and in
per capita rate or individual wine-drinking
rate computed for every man, woman and
child in the country.

From 1911 to 1913, about one-eighth of
the wine consumed in the United States
was imported. Just how great a part wine

importation will play,
under the new order, in
supplying the demand
for that beverage
throughout the States,
will be determined by
later developments.

CERTAINLY foreign
wines will figure largely
in the market for a
period following re-
peal. For, according to
reports, there will be a
shortage of properly
made and aged Amer-
ican wines in the be-
ginning—and some time
will be required to
build up the needed sup-
ply. According to state-
ments obtained from
some distributors heav-
ily interested in Amer-
ican wines, importation
must be resorted to on
a big scale at least un-
til production and traf-
fic in this country gets
into stride.

The opportunity for
profitable  importation
so offered is being
seized by many wine-
distributing interests.
American agents seek-
ing options on wines or
“contracts” for distribu-
tion in this country are
reported to be swarm-
ing in the vineyard
areas of France, Spain,
Italy, Germany and
other European produc-
ing lands.

Many importing com-
panies famous in pre-
prohibition times as dis-
tributors of quality
wines from FEuropean
vineyards are again
busy reviving their ac-
tivities — after nearly
fourteen years of sup-
pression—and are pre-
paring to extend them
beyond - the dimensions
of former days. And
these interests are hold-
ing to the same stand-
ards that won them dis-
tinction in the past.
They have expert buy-
ers abroad and are
“binding up” a supply
of choice wines for the
waiting market.

A large number of
new companies are also
entering the field. And
many of them are pur-
suing the methods of
older importers and em-
ploying experts in the
selection of wines for
their trade. It is re-
ported that especial ef-
fort is being made by
American importing in-
terests to obtain the
finer wines and rarer
vintages of Europe for
(Continued on page 30)


































































