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SIXTY-SEVEN—
STRONGER AND FINER

N the sixteenth day of this February, the Order
of Elks will celebrate its sixty-seventh birth-
day. In the consideration of some editorial
comment appropriate to the occasion, a stir-

ring sentence in Grand Exalted Ruler Shannon’s speech

of acceptance, at Kansas City, was recalled. He said:

“I have observed the Order grow greater and stronget

with every year;—greater in numbers in the years of

prosperity; stronger and finer in the years of adversity.”

Surely no more fitting text could be adopted.

During the past several years, when business and in-
dustrial conditions have been so abnormal and so chaotic,
practically every individual and every organization have
experienced such losses and reverses, that they might
justly term that period “years of adversity.” Fraternal
orders have been no exceptions to the general rule, inso-
far as loss of members and curtailment of incomes are
concerned. And the Order of Elks, happily in lesser
degree, has shared this experience.

But those who know the Order, as the Grand Exalted
Ruler knows it, realize that he spoke truly when he said
it has grown continually stronger and finer, even during
that unfavorable period.

The real power and influence of a fraternal organiza-
tion, such as ours, is not to be measured solely by the
roster of its members, nor by the aggregate value of its
physical assets. They are contributing elements, of
course; but its real strength lies in the true spirit of
fraternity which pervades its ranks; in the loyalty and
devotion of its members which inspires them to worthy
achievements; and in their earnest purpose to maintain
its highest traditions of patriotic and benevolent service.

A glance at the statistics, containing the record of its
charitable activities during recent years, brings convic-
tion that the Order of Elks has maintained its place
of leadership in this chosen field. It is obvious to the
most casual observer that there has been a consistent
development of that splendid spirit of fraternal fellow-
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ship among its members which has always distinguished
the Order. And their patriotic enthusiasm has never
been more convincingly manifested in times of peace.

It is, therefore, with assurance, and with a very just
and confident pride, that the Order of Elks, on its sixty-
seventh birthday, may be acclaimed as a stronger and
finer fraternity than ever before in its history.

WHOM HAVE YOU IN MIND?
AND WHY?

HERE are but few Lodge meetings yet to be
held before nominations of officers for the en-
suing year must be made. This is a matter
which should be receiving thoughtful consid-

eration now by every member of the Lodge. What at-

tention are you giving to the subject? Whom have you
in mind? And why?

It is quite likely, in the great majority of the Lodges,
that there is an assumption that the station officers will
be moved up to the next higher chairs. It is possible that
this will be the wise course to pursue. But is should not
be taken for granted. There is too much at stake.

It is possible that your Esteemed Leading Knight
started several years ago on the road of annual pro-
motion, and that he has shown a capability and loyalty
that justifies his selection for the highest office. If so, he
should be elected to it; because he has actively displayed
such qualification, not because they are assumed.

But if he has merely drifted through his several terms,
without any real interest in the affairs of the Lodge ex-
cept for his own personal advancement: if he has given
no evidence of the possession of the peculiar ability which
the higher office demands; if he has not succeeded in
demonstrating that he is capable of a leader's part, able
to draw an enthusiastic and cooperative following; then
he should not be slated for promotion.

Particularly is this true of officers who have been negli-
gent of their duties in the subordinate stations. One
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who fails to observe his official obligations as Esteemed
Lecturing Knight will be likely to display a similar negli-
gence as Exalted Ruler.

Now is the time to be thinking over these matters.
They deserve more consideration than can possibly be
accorded to them if it be delayed until the session when
action must be taken. And every Elk should realize the
responsibility which rests upon him as such.

All this is so obvious that it would seem needless to
comment upon it. But experience has taught that all too
little thought is given to the question by the rank and
file. That experience justifies the individual query in the
caption, as a reminder of the individual responsibility in-
volved. It justifies the repetition here of the suggestion
which has often been made: Deal with the situation so
as to serve the best interests of the Lodge, and not with
a view to promoting the mere personal ambition of some
individual member.

THE NEEDIEST CASE

NE of the great metropolitan dailies, for a
number of years, has featured a Christmas
charity which sought to meet the demands of
certain specially selected “neediest cases.” In

each instance the need was great. But that alone did not

control its selection. There also must have been some
definite circumstance, of cause, of peculiar condition, of
present exigency or of future promise, which justified
its inclusion in the list for which special aid was asked.

Christmas, with its own seasonal impulse to charitable
deeds, has passed. The general demands of every com-
munity continue to strain the available sources of relief.
But in each city there are yet to be found those cases
which make a specially direct and compelling appeal
where all the facts are known. And it is suggested that
the subordinate Lodges will find a congenial task in
searching out such neediest cases in their respective juris-
dictions and providing for them in the spirit and in the
manner which will be most effective.

In the majority of such exceptional cases the ordinary
service agencies are unable to meet the peculiar require-
ments in the way that insures the best results. It may
be that the thing most needed is just that personal, sym-
pathetic interest and continued watchful helpfulness
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which Elks know so well how to provide when they
undertake such a task.

It may be assumed that each Lodge of the Order is
striving to do its full share in relieving the distress and
misfortune in its community. But it is because it is so
surely the way to a specially gratifying experience, that
the suggestion is here made that each Lodge seek out
the neediest case in its jurisdicton and adopt it as its
own fraternal job. Not only will a worthy cause be
served l?ut the Lodge’s helpful identification with it will
be less impersonal and more gratifyingly direct than in
ordinary relief cases. .

It would be an interesting variant in the practice of
the Acts of Friendship, if the consideration of such pro-
posed act at one of the meetings should be directed to
the ascertainment of such “neediest case” and to a gen-
erous response to its peculiar claim.

BACKSLIDERS

! ID you make a lot of good resolutions on New
Year’s Day? And have you failed to keep
some of them? Well, don’t worry too much
about it. Just take a fresh grip on yourself
and try a little harder. If it had been too easy, perhaps
the need for the resolve would have been less urgent.

Even the most purposeful and the most earnest have
their moments of weakness. That of itself is not serious.
The real danger comes only when there is too long a
yielding to that weakness and it is permitted to become
a chronic condition.

Blacksliding has a significant meaning in those circles
in which it has become a current word, indicdting one
who has “fallen from grace.” But there always inheres
in it a suggestion that it is a temporary condition. A
backslider may reinstate himself. He is expected to do
so. He really wishes to do so.

Well, if you are a backslider, just translate that wish
into a fresh purpose and no great damage will have been
done.

And how about imposing a little penance on yourself
by improving your record for Lodge attendance and by
greater interest in its fraternal activities? That really
is not a punishment. But it might help if you so re-
garded it until you had derived from it the pleasure it
is sure to bring to you.
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DO you remember how you cheered as a child when—just in
the nick of time—the Fairy Godmother waved her Magic
Wand and gave to your hero and heroine the charm which saved
them from the Cruel Witch?

Asheville, North Carolina, is lucky! It has—no, not just a Fairy
Godmother—but a whole Host of Fairy Godfatkers. They are
members of Elks Lodge No. 1401 and they have discovered tRat
ACTS OF FRIENDSHIP are a more potent Magic Wand than any
Godmother ever possessed. And since this Wand was placed in
their hands they have waved it regularly—EVERY MEETING
NIGHT—and the results far surpass the “happy-ever-mores” of
the Fairy Tales of Old! The pages they have so far written in their
Book of Modern Fairy Tales are filled with romance and adventure
and, as we turn them for you to read, you will understand why
Lodge No. 1401 likes its new réle.

From Page 1

Sept. 19—Our heroes and heroines are sixty little school children
whose fathers and mothers are very poor. All are undernourished
and many are without books and proper clothing. As our God-
fathers' talk with the teachers to find what is most needed, a little
lad faints—and they learn he has not eaten in thirty-six hours!
The Magic Wand is swiftly waved and soup and fresh milk and
clothes and books appear. Every day these little folks are fed and
warmed and made happier. “So,” the page ends, “the Witch of
Poverty and Adversity was driven from their midst and they
laughed and played once more.”

From Page 11

Oct. 3—A little blue-eyed girl comes dancing onto this page. A
child full of life and energy, but without the power to speak. And
she knew she was different and suffered under the ridicule of her
playmates when, because of a cleft palate, her laughter and words
were uncouth. Can the Magic Wand help her? It means surgical
procedure, hospitalization and loving care. But the Wand is power-
ful—and little Fannie found her voice. Her Godfathers freed the
childish tongue which Nature had so unkindly bound, “and,” the
page tells us, “her little friends circled about her, laughing and
happy and amazed that she could speak and be understood.”
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From Page 111

Oct. 10—This page has a Mother for a heroine—a Mother who
had been widowed and whose nimble fingers and talent as a
seamstress had made her able to assume her double burden ade-
quately. Her three children had been well taken care of and she was
proud and glad. But when eyesight fails, sewing is no longer pos-
sible—and this Mother and her Little Ones were left to public relief. -
Yet all that was needed was a pair of glasses. The Magic Wand
supplied them—and the last line on page 3 recads: “So a Mother
and her three children became independent again and lived

happily !”
From Page IV

Oct. 17—A hero is before us this time—a real hero despite his
brief seven years. For little Roy is crippled and has never walked.
Our kindly Godfathers found him dragging himself about the floor,
courageously insistent upon helping himself as much as he could.
When the Magic Wand waved this time it meant an operation, a
plaster cast, and months of treatment away from home—but little
Roy did not flinch. It was his one chance to be like other little
boys and he grasped it gratefully. The page ends, “when the God-
fathers learned that the operation was successful and that little
Roy would some day walk, they were very glad.”

From Page V

Oct. 24—The little hero who peeps out from this page is a
nine-year-old lad who had been forced to fizht a battle with
tuberculosis for six long years. And because Robert had been a
good soldier he had won his battle and his long frustrated hopes
and ambitions were to be realized. He could go to school again
and run and play and study—what’s this? He could go—but first
the Doctor said he must have warm clothing to protect him. And
—Father had no job, so there was no money to buy them. Was
he to be stranded again? NO—the Magic Wand waved! And the
page ends with these words—“another happy little boy trudges
gayly off to school and play.”

From Page VI
Oct. 31—Why do Cruel Witches seem to choose such baby vic-

News of the sudden death of Exalted Ruler Glaude B. Harrison, Asheville Lodge No. 1401, Asheville, North Carolina,
reached the office of the Grand Exalted Ruler just as ‘“Modern Fairy Tales’’ went to press. i
forth the Acts of Friendship inspired by his splendid perception and limitless vision of service, are a tribute to the
strength and beauty of a Friendship which will not swiftly fade.
human relations which Lodge 1401 will treasure and zealously maintain.

These stories, setting

Asheville’s Acts of Friendship set a standard for
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tims? This is a tale of another little girl born with club feet, whose
chance for permanent correction seemed about to be snatched
from her. There had been an operation which straightened her
tiny ankles and Baby Betty had been brought gleefully home.
Soon she would run and romp like other children! But first there
must be especially built little shoes to prevent those weak ankles
from relapsing, and there was no money to purchase them. The
page reads thus: “The Magic Wand danced as it waved for little
Betty—danced in prophesy of how Betty’s feet will dance in

years to come!”
From Page VII

Nov. 7—Verne is the hero of this page—a nineteen-year-old
youth who little deserved the ill-fate which overtook him. An
accident a_year ago robbed Verne of his Father and Mother and
left his only sister a cripple. And he dearly loved her. He yearned
to give her the care and comfort she needed and worked hard for
long hours to make his dreams for her come true. But he broocjed,
too, and one day a sun-stroke felled him and clouded his mmgi.
It was an acute test to meet this need—but the Magic Wand did
not fail! It found the right psychiatrist, provided the time for his
treatment and recovery, and shouldered his responsibilities until he
could assume them again. How does the page end? Oh—'‘and the
young man knew that Friendship was a power that could dispel
the dark clouds and- he rested upon it,

From Page VIII

Nov. 14—Can you think of a more appealing hero than an
eleven-year-old lad who is 70% blind? The Godiathers found
Ralph struggling against pathetic odds. His Father degd; his
Mother re-married; and his Step-father dissipated and dlss_olutg.
Little Ralph liked caring for himself and did it ably until his
sight began to fail. Poor boy—he wandered in a fog of blame
and his teachers, knowing he was bright and intelligent, but not
realizing his handicap, rated him shiftless. But the Godfathers
understood; they waved their Magic Wand with vigor and glasses
appeared which have completely restored Ralph’s courage and
happiness. And the last line says, “and the Godfathers laughed
with joy when they saw this little boy changed from a discour-
aged and unhappy child to a keen, rollicking youngster again. It
made their Magic Wand very precious to them.”

From Page IX

Nov. 21—What does this page tell us? A three-year-old boy-
hero with a “squint”—and a fanatically religious Father who be-
lieved it was an “Act of God”! So it seemed as though no amount
of well-wishing and reasoning would permit the Magic Wand to
save little Fred from permanent sight affliction. But the God-
fathers armed themselves for the fray and found a number of
quotations in the Book of Books which routed the Father’s con-
victions. The Magic Wand DID wave. Baby Fred had his eyes
straightened by a fine surgeon and glasses provided to keep them
that way. And read this last line! “So the Godfathers made a
little boy safe against loss of sight—and found their Magic Wand
more potent than they had dreamed. For the little boy’s Father,
learned to have such faith in them that HE accepted glasses, too.”
Now don’t you believe the Godfathers laughed a little at that?
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From Page X

Nov. 28—Back to the heroines! This page is dedicated to a
fourteen-year-old Miss whose name is Louise. It was Louise’s pride
and joy that she had made honor marks all through her grades—
50 you can guess the shock that was hers when, a few months ago,
she had to leave school because she could no longer see well. It
was heartache and despair at an age that is very sensitive. So the
Godfathers investigated and an eye specialist performed a slight
operation and provided glasses. Presto! Just one more wave of
that Magic Wand and—what is that last line? “And the young
lady thanked the Godfathers very prettily and declared that so
long as she lived she would always believe in the Fairies of

Friendship.”
From Page XI

Dec. 5—Oh—oh! This page is a story of a sad little girl be-
witched by an unkind fate which had crippled her since birth. It
is a story of a struggle against poverty in her home while Father
and Mother sorrowed over their child because they could not afford
to aid her. And it is a tale of brave patience and cheerfulness in
the face of apparent helplessness as the little girl grew old enough
to realize her plight. But little Martha has renewed her faith in
Fairies. For the Magic Wand was waved for her and her God-
fathers stood by her while the surgeons examined their Godchild and
told them ske could be made to walk. So they left Martha with
him to be made like other little girls—and the" last page says:
“There was great rejoicing in that home and the Godfathers learned
anew how precious was their Magic Wand.”

From Page XII

Dec. 12—Aha! It is not always the children who come under
the spell of Godfathers and Magic Wands. We see on this page
the happy face of Mrs. Kelly—beaming with a deep gratitude for
the understanding and friendliness that aided her. For Mrs. Kelly
had had one abdominal operation and faced another one imme-
diately—unless she could secure an especially designed abdominal
support. It was not only the physical suffering which made life
seem hard. There was the feeling of helplessness to aid herself
unless she could be up and about again. The support has been
provided—the second operation avoided—and a fine woman is
staging her come-back with joy and thanksgiving.

From Page XIII

Dec. 19—How hard is life without good teeth! That is what an
elderly, cultured woman had been thinking for months—and she
is a real heroine, too. For it requires courage of a rare sort to face
life under a handicap after the sixties are reached. This heroine’s
teeth had been removed to effect other physical relief—but before
the gums had healed and new sets were made, financial difficulties
interfered and she found it impossible to secure them. A sense of
personal disfigurement and a growing feeling of incapacity crept
over this sweet woman—a feeling many can understand. The
Godfathers did—and having their Magic Wand, they used it to
make her happy and at ease once more. And the last line says:
“It was very potent Magic for the heroine who had begun to believe
no one cared. Now she knows the power of Friendship and is
eager to be of service in her turn.”

HAVE YOU LOST YOUR FAITH IN

“HAPPY ENDINGS”?

LET ASHEVILLE ACTS OF FRIENDSHIP RENEW IT FOR YOU!

A—CTS OF FRIENDSHIP undertaken EVERY Meeting Night are
S —afeguarding the future for hundreds of unfortunates.

H —ealth is returning to the frail bodies of undernourished children.
E——yesight comes again to struggling youth and suffering age, and
V—igor is being restored to misshapen limbs. There is a new

I —ndependence fér those who eagerly sought it, while

L —ight comes to a mentality clouded by adversity and '
L-—aughter rings from baby lips that had never spoken. And the ward

E — Ik has a richer meaning in the heart and mind of an entire community!

































































































