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THE RISING TIDE OF
AMERICANISM

HEN Grand Exalted Ruler Shannon fired the
enthusiasm of the Grand Lodge at Kansas
City by his denunciation of those who seek
] to subvert our Government and to destroy its
institutions, it was no mere temporary oratorical effect
which he sought, He had a practical purpose in view;
for his declared administrative policy was to arouse the
Order, and through it the American people, to a clearer
realization of a definite danger.

Since that time, in his public utterances and official
communications, he has consistently accentuated the
need for nation-wide watchfulness and precaution, to pre-
vent possible disaster from the machinations of those
enemies of our country. And he has convincingly proved
that they are, with increasing frequency, abandoning their
policy of secrecy and insidiousness, to become more open
and aggressive, because of the unrestricted freedom with
:Yhich they have been permitted to carry on their activi-
ies.

His earnestness and forcefulness have attracted
thoughtful attention wherever he has appeared. Many
thousands of members of the Order, under his lead-
ership, have been stirred to a patriotic enthusiasm which
seeks to accomplish something practical and effective,
looking to the prevention of the spread of this menace,
and to its ultimate complete eradication.

That enthusiasm is making itself manifest in all por-
tions of our country. It has been the subject of frequent
CC!itorial comment. The influence it has exerted, along
with that born of other patriotic sources, has resulted
in what has been termed ‘the rising tide of Americanism.’

In order that this aroused interest might not be fruit-
lessly dissipated, Grand Exalted Ruler Shannon mapped
out a program designed to achieve practical results.
When, by their invitation, he presented his views before
lhe Congressional Committee engaged in the investiga-
tion of un-American activities, he captured their inter-
ested attention. And he submitted to them an eight-
point proposal for Congressional action.
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Under his direction the subordinate Lodges of the
Order undertook to bring concretely to the knowledge of
Congress the very general desire of the people that his
outlined program, at least in substance, should be em-
bodied in formal and effective Congressional enactments.

It is to be hoped that this ‘rising tide of Americanism’
will increase in volume until its irresistible force will
cause to be placed upon our statute books, and to be
thereafter effectively administered, such laws as wili
forever free us from the menace of the red flag, and all
the un-American doctrines which it so significantly sym-
bolizes.

THE PROPOSED HISTORY
OF THE ORDER

OR many years there has been a recurrent dis-
cussion of the need for a brief but authoritative
history of the Order, which should be presented
to every initiate and made available to the en-

tire membership. It is a regrettable fact, which has
long been recognized, that there is no single readily acces-
sible source from which a new member can secure the
information he naturally desires concerning the Fra-
ternity.

That information has been acquired in the past only
by those who diligently sought it, or who gradually ab-
sorbed it through fraternal association over a long period
of years. Many members yet remain in lamentable
ignorance of those facts, the knowledge of which would
inevitably stimulate a greater pride in their membership
and would, to that extent, make them better Elks.

Last year the Grand Lodge Activities Committee, to
which the matter had been referred, reported that grati-
fying progress had been made; and that Brother George
E. Strong, a member of that Committee, after diligent
and exhaustive study, had collected the desired data and
had tentatively formulated the text. By action of the
Grand Lodge the Grand Exalted Ruler was authorized
to determine the final form and style of the history and
to provide for its publication.
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Grand Exalted Ruler Shannon has evinced a keen
interest in this matter; and it may confidently be antici-
pated that before the next annual Convention the com-
pleted history will be available for distribution. It is
awaited with an interest that is quite general throughout
the Order.

In this connection the Grand Exalted Ruler has made
a suggestion which may become a recommendation in his
Annual Report. It is that a copy of the history be
placed in the hands of each candidate promptly after his
election to membership; and that upon the occasion of
his initiation he be briefly examined upon it by the
Exalted Ruler.

The adoption of that suggestion would result in the
careful reading of the history by each candidate, thus
insuring the accomplishment of its primary purpose. And
the examination of the initiate, appropriately conducted,
would not only add an interesting feature to the cere-
monies but also prove of informative value to all in at-
tendance. It is worthy of consideration as a mandatory
provision of the Statutes governing the initiatory ritual.

THE PARADE AT COLUMBUS

7 OR a number of years, due to conditions which
have been recognized and appreciated by all,
very few of the subordinate Lodges have felt

able to take part in the annual parades de-
signed to be the outstandingly spectacular features of
our Grand Lodge Conventions, Naturally, during that
period, the pageants have been less colorful in character
and have been made up of fewer marching units. And
while the Grand Esquires, charged with the duty of
organizing and supervising them, have uniformly made
the most of the entries available, the parades have not
been adequately representative of the Order.

Now that conditions are more propitious, Grand
Esquire McCormick has declared his purpose to endeavor
to promote a parade for the Convention at Columbus,
next July, that will set a new record for brilliance, dis-
tinctiveness and magnitude. If his efforts to achieve
that result are accorded the generous support of every
subordinate Lodge which can, and should, enter a credit-
able unit, success will be assured.

The Grand Lodge has a definite purpose in sponsor-

ing such a parade. It is to exhibit to the public a con-
crete, visible evidence of the strength and character of
the Order, of its patriotism, of the loyalty and devotion
of its members, and of the fraternal spirit with which
they are imbued. Necessarily such an exhibit must be
characterized by orderliness, dignity and a due sense of
decorum.

The desired effect cannot be produced by mere march-
ing columns, however extended and however frequently
interspersed with bands. It cannot be created by mere
colorfulness of costume. Certainly nothing is contributed
to it by undecorated vehicles carrying nondescript groups
of passengers, nor by those who seek to be merely gro-
tesque.

There must be such military formation as will insure
promptness and reasonable precision of movement; there
must be a distinctiveness of uniform for definite units,
however simple, that will properly identify them; there
must be an adequate number of bands and drum corps
to preserve a marching rhythm all along the line; the
national flags and Lodge banners should have suitable
escorts and be correctly displayed; the floats should at-
tractively present worthy activities of the Lodges, or
effectively symbolize the principles of the Order. And,
above all, there must be a dignity of deportment and a
ready obedience to authoritative orders on the part of
every participant.

In such a parade, so commanded and marshalled as to
enforce obedience to the rules for its conduct, the Order
presents its true self to the public and creates an impres-
sion wholly favorable and inevitably beneficial. It like-
wise inspires renewed interest and enthusiasm among its
own members,

Columbus is in the very heart of Elkdom. Numerous
active and prosperous Lodges are within a short distance
from that City. They can, with a minimum of expense
and loss of time, enter effective units in the parade to
be held during the approaching Convention. In doing
this they will be performing a real service to the Order.
Existing conditions warrant such service from those
Lodges, and it may be confidently anticipated.

With such response, and with the cooperation of more
distant Lodges which can unite with them, the Grand
Esquire will be enabled to realize his most worthy ob-
jective, and to lead the best parade ever held under the
auspices of the Grand Lodge.
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FIRE and the CHILD

SONG of the tea-kettle—purr cf the cat—and the cheery dance of
reflected firelight on the wall!

Little Gene, aged seven, was a true pioneer. Father and Mother
had brought him and three younger sisters and brothers to a deep
canyon in the Colorado mountains to begin life all over again.
There they had erected a little shack and Father had commenced
work on a gold claim with hopes of obtaining, in true pioneer
fashion, the means to reclaim his family from their destitute cir-
cumstance. It devolved upon young Gene to “keep house” for
Mother had the right spirit too, and went out to the claim every
day to help her man. They were driven by necessity and, perhaps,
as adults who had known such different surroundings, they did
not always regard this business of pioneering so happily.

But to Gene it was romance! Didn’t HE have to be a “big man”
and guard the shack? Weren't there thrilling trails and—maybe—
wild animals? Wasn’t he the FIRE TENDER—a grave responsi-
bility? It was a great game to Gene until accident overtook him.
In trying to put fresh kindling in the stove one morning he upset
a kettle of boiling water over his head, neck and shoulders! In the
twinkling of an eye this brave little pioneer was converted into a
shrieking, pain-ridden child who needed experienced help—and there
was none to give it! Song of the tea-kettle! Reflection of fire-
light! All was pain and agony where once had been comfort!

By the time Gene’s story reached the Elks in Boulder, the nearest
town, he had had such aid as Mother and Father could render, of
course. But the doctor who finally reached them reported that the
burns were extensive—third-degree burns, he said, with little hope
for Gene’s recovery. But the Brother Elks felt that if there was a
chance for plucky Gene he should have it, so they had him brought
into a hospital and placed under trcatment. They did not take
the cost of his care from general funds—this was their Act of
Friendship, and every Brother Elk who heard Gene's story found
he could spare a little extra to help keep such good, pioneering
stock alive.

It was surprising hO}v many callers Gene began to have as he
convalesced in the hospital! Amazing how much conversation there
could be at Lodge meetings about one frail boy who had met dis-
aster trying to help Dad and Mom keep the family going. And
VERY interesting to watch the increasing interest and attendance
at Lodge meetings because Brother Elks were more closely linked by
their friendly aid to a small lad they had never known before!

Boulder, Colo., Lodge, No. 566
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“FIRE and the FAMILY |

.they did not even have clothes to call their own!

21

DAD’S voice telling the bedtime story; childish laughter in sleepy
tones; Mother mending in the warm lamplight !

Just the picture of a happy family of four who were grateful
indeed for a home, food, warmth and comfort. A family closely
knit by a three-year struggle to keep going, never minding worn
clothes and frugal meals, but content that they had “gotten by” in
health and love—together. The little house that was “home”—
some twenty-five miles out of Houston, Texas—was hallowed and
dear. So—one night—this happy family retired with happy
hearts——

And awakened in the cold, dim starlight a few hours later with
just time enough to escape from flames! No time for clothes! No
time for salvage! No time for ANYTHING but to run—ESCAPE
—with their lives! Wiped out. Just that. For the house and its
contents were all they had in the world. Now they had but the
nightclothes they escaped in—and each other. In the light of
broad daylight, later, gathered in the home of a neighbor, they
began to understand better the depth of disaster which had over-
taken them. They had no home; they had no household goods;
And they had
no resources to call upon. It was a shock to this sturdy family
with its pride in having maintained themselves during hard times.
Would Dad’s voice ever tell bedtime stories again? Could the
children laugh—sleepily? And would Mother have anything to
mend? Not even clothes to make a fresh start. .

THE news of this family’s plight reached Houston and found its
way to a group of Elks discussing Acts of Friendship. To be sure
the family and their home had not belonged to Houston—but
twenty-five miles away. These Elks, however, never thought
about that. What they considered was how terrible it would be
if this fine family group with its spirit of independence had to
be broken up—become dependent on public relief! They believed
in the family unit—so they brought this family into town and out-
fitted each one completely, ready for whatever step adjustment
might call for. And that gift of clothing gave this family a sense
of self-respect again, braced their hearts with courage, and renewed
their determination to remain together. They will have a home
again—and they know that the Elks will keep in touch with them
to see that they succeed.
Houston, Texas, Lodge, No. 151.

FRIENDSHIP IS THE FIRE THAT WARMS, BUT DOES NOT CONSUME.
ACTS OF FRIENDSHIP CAN BUILD THE FIRE THAT COMFORTS AND

RESTORES THE PEACE AND JOY THAT FIRE HAS

DESTROYED
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