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The Elks Magaz?he

EDITORIAL

COSTLY CARELESSNESS

HE statistics relating to fatalities and major in-
juries from automobile accidents in the United

({d States during 1934 present a shocking record.
For every fifteen minutes of that year, a life

was snuffed out. For every fifteen seconds, an injury

was thus inflicted. The facts constitute a grave indict- .

ment against motorists generally; for a very large per-
centage of the accidents were due to the carelessness of
drivers.

Speed, as unnecessary as it was reckless, counted its
victims by the thousands. Disregard of traffic regula-
tions, as plain as they were reasonable, accounted for
additional thousands. Other accidents, comparable in
numbers, were ascribed to failures to observe the most
obvious requirements of courtesy and consideration.

It is quite likely that every reader of this editorial,
who drives a car, has been an offender, even if he has
been fortunate enough to escape a contribution to the list
of victims.

The subject is one which cannot be called too fre-
quently to the attention of automobile operators, with an
earnest plea for the exercise of greater caution, in the
interest of human life and of public safety. The dangers
involved are known to all to whom permits to drive are
}ssued. Realization of what is at stake should, of itself,
insure a ready response to such a plea. And the severest
penalties of the law should be imposed upon those who
persistently disregard it.

The careful operation of an automobile is not only a
duty imposed by positive law, but a duty of good citizen-
ship: as much so as obedience to any law enacted for the
protection of the public health, public morals, or public
peace. If that obligation be not more generally observed,
then drastic measures must be adopted to enforce it.
The cost of carelessness in this matter is too appalling
to contemplate as a recurrent item. Every motorist

shpuld pledge his aid to reduce it to an unavoidable
minimum.

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

T its last annual meeting, the National Council
of the Boy Scouts of America adopted a most
gratifying resolution, expressing appreciation
of the support and cooperation which had been

accorded to it in past years by the Order of Elks. And,

with the approval of the Grand Exalted Ruler, it has
recently issued a booklet, entitled, “The Elks and The

Boy Scouts,” containing an appreciative Foreword and
numerous suggestions as to how Elks most effectively may
romote Boy Scout activities.

P The objegts and purposes of the Boy Scouts.of' Amer-
ica must command the respect and sym_pathetlc interest
of every true EIk, for, in the final analysis, they are simi-
lar to those of our Order. Both are seeking to build char-
acter and patriotic loyalty into American citizenship.

That Organization, having a membership of more than
one million American boys, 1s now enga.ged upon a
nation-wide celebration of its twen'ty-ﬁfth birthday, with
a program of special events continuing throughout the
year. It would seem, therefore, to be a propitious time
for subordinate Lodges to give special and generous con-
sideration to the further aid of this foremost agency of
the Youth Movement in our country.

There are many ways in which an Elks Lodge may
appropriately encourage and foster the Scout troops of
its community. If it desires to engage upon such an
enterprise, a conference with the local Scout executive
will disclose what is most needed in its jurisdiction, so
that it may most intelligently cooperate jn the accom-
plishment of the current local Scout objective.

At least, many of the Lodges can assist the local Scout
troops to finance their participation in the National Jam-
boree, to be held in Washington 1n August. This is
planned to be the greatest gathering of Boy Scouts ever
held in America. Every Boy Scout in the country is
dreaming about this wonderful demonstration and yearn-
ing to take part in it. i .

Here is a splendid opportunity for subordinate Lodges
to make boyish hearts happy; and at the same time to
assist in providing experiences which will be a lasting
inspiration to cleaner manhood and b}etter citizenship.
Surely that is something well worth doing.

PUBLIC OPINION

UBLIC opinion is an intangible force. Some-
times it is developed from sources difficult to
trace. Again it is the product of influences
which all may recognize. Not infrequently it
is purposely fostered by obvious methods. But always,
when it is definitely crystallized and in operation, it is
an almost irresistible power controlling human conduct.

In a recent public utterance, Attorney General Cum-
mings referred to it as an essential element in the fields
of law enforcement. As he expressed it: “No sustained
movement to deal with crime can be initiated with real
hope of success unless there is an informed and aggressive
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public opinion supporting our law enforcement authorities
in their different fields.” '

Since crime, in its modern phases, constitutes a peculiar
challenge to the combined agencies of our federal, state
and local governments designed to defeat it, it becomes
obvious that those agencies should be actively and con-
sistently sustained and supported by public sentiment.

The whole country has been gratified by the success
with which certain designated public enemies have been
eliminated as active criminals by the federal authorities.
It is conceded that their special activities have been stimu-
lated by the public demand therefor. It is equally clear,
from past experience, that such continued effective en-
forcement can be insured and a corresponding effect:vg-
ness inspired in other agencies, only if the force of public
opinion be maintained in aggressive operation. .

Law enforcement is something in which every good citi-
zen has an interest and as to which he owes a duty. And
any organization which may assist in moulding public
opinion into a definite demand for such enforcement is
performing a patriotic service by exerting its influence to
that end.

The Order of Elks, through its subordinate Lodges and
their constituent members, is admirably adapted to the
fostering of such a public sentiment. The possession of
this capability creates a duty to exercise it; a duty which

should not be neglected but which should be faithfully
observed.

A GREAT PRO-AMERICA PARADE

N his recent official Circular, Grand Esquire
McCormick announced that the annual parade
at Columbus is to be a spectacular climax of

- the Grand Exalted Ruler’s program of Ameri-

canism, which he has so earnestly and vigorously con-

ducted throughout his administration. The plan is to
accentuate the patriotism of the Order in what he has

designated as a “Pro-America Parade.” .
The idea is one which lends itself readily to an effective

pageantry through which the Order may give an inspir-

Ing demonstration of its power and influence as a great

patriotic Fraternity. It is hoped, indeed it is antici-

pated, that the State Associations and subordinate Lodges
will generously respond to the Grand Esquire’s appeal,
to the end that the parade may fully achieve this fine
purpose. )

The fraternal importance of the subject justifies this
reminder; as it does the renewed suggestion that the
success of the plan involves preparations which should
not be delayed until the last few days before the Con-
vention. They should be promptly inaugurated so as to

insure creditable participation in what promises to be a

great American Pageant and Parade.
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AS THE TWIG IS BENT

VIDENCES are continually cropping up, here

L and there, that many of the students in our
LS. 21| public schools and educational institutions are

becoming imbued with unpatriotic and un-
wholesome ideas. The frequency and wide distribution
of these examples would be rather startling if they-were
fully collated. They indicate that a teacher or instruc-
tor in one place, a college professor in another, is filling
the minds of those under his tutelage with unhealthy
doctrines, quite out of accord with American concepts.

The danger involved does not, perhaps, constitute an
imminent national menace; but it is aggravated by the
fact that the receptive mind of youth is fallow field for
such cultivation and is stubbornly retentive of early
impressions. To change the metaphor, the twig thus
bent is apt to grow into a tree of distorted shape.

Parents generally pay too little attention to the in-
struction which their children receive. It is so easy
during eight or nine months of the year, to turn them
over to the school authorities as a sort of relief from the
obligation of home training and influence. The respon-
sibility is shifted all too readily, without careful investi-
gation as to the atmosphere in which they spend so much
of their time.

It is easy enough to assume that the state and local
jurisdictions provide specially trained teachers, whose
qualifications are carefully examined. That may be
accepted as true, insofar as text book preparation is con-
cerned and with respect to moral habits. But there is
much more than that involved in the proper training and
education of the young.

The obligations of parenthood are not fully met by a
mere provision of maintenance for the child. The watch-
ful supervision of his mental, moral and physical devel-
opment is no less a parental duty which cannot
conscientiously be wholly delegated to others,

Every father owes it to his child, as well as to himself
and to society, to know the training environments which
surround that child at school, the influences to which he
is being subjected. And failure to observe the obligation
to acquaint himself with these conditions, and to see
that they are kept wholesome and desirable, is neglect
of one of the most important of life’s duties.

The many Parent-Teachers Associations, all over the
country, are designed to provide that watchful super-
vision over the training of the young, which is the proper
function of both elements of such organizations. A
parent who does not avail himself of the opportunities
they afford, or who does not give the matter individual
attention, is not playing a proper part in community
life. The failure may prove a costly one, and one to be
bitterly regretted.




















































































