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Any bird can see

what’s going on-but

it’s a rare bird that can tell it all to you, quickly and clearly,
and make you remember it.

That's what TIME does. TIME's job is to cull for you each
week the important news of all the world, to organize it intel-
ligibly, to present it with the least waste and most interest.

And 600,000 subscribers say TIME succeeds, again and again
vote TIME their first-choice magazine.

TIME saves your time, gives you in short order the high.

spots of the world’s goings-on. TIME makes the news stick.
(Men who read TIME, surveys- show, are 46.39, better in-
formed on current events than their TIME-less neighbors.)

TIME costs $5.00 a year (52 issues) in the U.S. A.; $8.00
for two years. For Christmas, a year’s subscription to people
on your $5.00 list will prove an all-family, year-arouﬁd hit.

TIME

The Weekly Newsmagazine

When writing to advertisers please mention The Elks Magazine
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Trigger Finger

picture of the drab woman stolidly
xvatchmg their departure fitted in.
That was Sarah. Sarah, of the once
proud head and disdainful eyes.
Twenty-two years.”
Conviction that Flem still lived
ﬂood_ed John’s heart like a shaft of
sunlight flooding a dank and musty
room. The dull blow of Hank's ax
came from no ghostly hand. That
:Vv%s_: hFlegl :ending out a message
ic eat in ¢ i
ALVED to .Johns bram.
A shadow_ lifted from his soul and
went soaring away. He even
watched it go, sliding across the
white gravel; a black silhouette in
the form of a gigantic bird. He
!:‘hrew back his head to shout—
Flen!! This is Johnnie! Johnnie
Spalding !”—but the impulse died in
his throat. The black shadow cir-
cled and was coming back. It passed
over his upturned face and contin-
ued on; a huge buzzard heading for
its nest on Virgin Bluff. In the si-
lence of its passing he heard the
voice of Abner Holt: “Them Willit-
Sons air pizen. They’ll git you soon-
er or later—” The code of the hills.
Blood for blood, life for a life.
John .remembered now, and re-
membering, was aware that Flem
Willitson, alive, had become a new
and greater menace than Flem Wil-

litson—dead, and i
memory. only a haunting

J OHN sat with the rifle across his
knees. Hank dropped the armload of
rewood and drove the shining blade
?‘f the ax into the end of a log.
a%gc’)km fer somethin’ to shoot
J ohn gave a start séarchin
}:Iank’s face for hidden meaningg.
“Has he guessed? Does he feel there
is so,methmg between us?’ But
H?.‘riks face was guileless,

was just cleaning the gun—"
He stopped abruptl i
addglf, “Flem.”p Yy, on the point of
“Oh, _by the way,” he tried to
make his voice casual, “I found this
in the boat_. It’s addressed to a
Henry Fleming Willitson.” He held
ouf.‘ tlr}e, envelope and Hank took it.
Harfllclt v?as n;lme: Much obliged.”
~ sho i i
. %ocket. ving it carelessly into
pportunity was slipping away}
ﬁnd John grabbed for its coat-tails.
I must be mixed up on your name.
I Enderstood it as Hank Willson.”
“Folks around here call me Hank
Willson, but hit’s spelled Willitson.
f(‘)l;lll” name Henry Fleming Willit-
John’s hand tightened convulsive-
ly around the barrel of the rifle.
_Hank busied himself with the eve-
ning meal, seemingly absorbed in his

(Continued from, page 38)

ac_tivity. John, his mind grappling
with the developments of the last
hqur,' sat staring at the grey face of
Virgin Bluff as if it were a movie
screen against which his jumbled
mental pic¢tures swiftly unreeled. No
words passed between them until
Hank called, “Grub’s ready. Pull
up a chair and pitch in.”

John felt he couldn’t swallow a
bite of food, and was surprised to
find himself eating heartily. “Like
a condemned man at his last meal,”
he thought, and was angry at the
disturbing simile.

“You eat them frawg laigs,” said
Hank.

“We’ll divide them.”

“No, I get ’em regular. Ain’t no
treat to me. You go ahead. Be a
long time afore you get the chance
agin.” Hank took a deep draft of
coffee from his tin cup, wiped his
moustache, and added, ‘“After this
trip’s finished.”

Twilight, forerunner of night,
slipped through the trees and sur-
rounded them. The sycamores, at
the edge of the gravel bar, stood out
like ghostly sentinels, their white
robes showing patches of orange re-
flection from the flickering fire.

Hank washed the dishes at the
river’'s edge and night, black-
frocked, followed him back to the
camp. He squatted on his heels in
front of the fire, and lit a cob pipe
with a glowing ember. John sat
acrogs from him watching the flick-
ering flames play over Hank’s in-
scrutable features.

A stinging pellet struck the back
of John’s neck like a bean shot from
a bean-shooter. Startled, he wheeled
to face the dark, momentarily. He
turned back in time to see Hank,
with one swift movement, rise to his
feet, reach for the ax and start for-
ward, his face grim.

“At last he knows—" John kicked
over the camp chair and backed into
the darkness, slipping the safety
catch on his rifle. Hank grabbed a
bucket of water and threw it on the
fire. The flames died in hissing pro-
test. Hank scattered the smoking

logs with his ax; sparks flew like

tiny meteors.

The explanation occurred to John
as he backed behind a tree. ‘“An
ax is more effective than a rifle in
the dark.”

Hank’s activity ceased. Dark-
ness and silence, broken only by the
gurgling river and the night sounds
of the woods, lay thick about them.

“Where air you at?” Hank’s voice
came out of the blackness to the left
of the few glowing embers of the
fire. John was not to be so easily
trapped. Secarcely breathing, he
listened for footsteps on the gravel.
No sounds came. Then he remem-
bered Hank’s rubber-soled shoes.
From out of the darkness came a
sudden laugh, and the very casual-
ness of it sent a shiver up John’s
spine. But what was Hank say-
ing? . . .

“Guess I skeered you. Them
danged willer flies begin to come in,
an’ I had to put the fire out afore
they did.”

“Of course,” thought John, lean-
ing against the tree, relieved. “Why
did my memory fail me?” He was
angry at the absurdity of his fear.

“Willow flies ?”’

“Come here, I'll show you some-
thin’. They jest fly over the water
unless there’s a fire to draw ’em.”

John’s eyes were becoming accus-
tomed to the starlit darkness, and
objects were becoming visible as
blobs of shapeless shadow. He mov-
ed towards the blob that was Hank.
At the edge of the water he could
vaguely see one of Nature’s mira-
cles. Millions of large snowflakes
flying back and forth, up and down,
weaving in a mad dizzy whirl over
the surface of the river. Hank
spoke:

“We don’t know where they come
f’om or where they go to. They'll
fly right up to the land, but never
over it, ’less they’s a fire to draw

’em. I seen ’em put out a roarin’
fire in five minutes. Wait, I'll show
you.” He disappeared and returned

with some crumpled paper from the
supply box. He touched the paper
with a mateh and ran headlong out
of the spreading circle of light. A
white snowstorm descended, as if
propelled by a howling gust of win-
ter wind, the flakes hissing as they
hit the fire. The whirl of death in-
creased in a mad fury and the
flames disappeared, leaving behind a
pungent odor. .
“Kinda like some folks,” said
Hank reflectively. “They’ll fly right
into danger with their eyes wide
open. No more lights or fires to-
night. We might as well turn in.
Have to feel our way in the dark.”
The crowding sides of the tent
closed in on them, shutting out the
(Continued on page 46)
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Vegas Lodge, called attention to the
growth of the Order in Nevada
since 1913. At that time there were
but three Lodges in the State. The
number has been increased to six.
Brief but interesting speeches were
made by E.R.’s Roger H. Downer,
Goldfield ; Walter Inwood, Ely; T. L.
Withers, Reno, and Frank Gusewelle,
Las Vegas, P.E.R. Joseph M. Fu-
etsch, Tonopah, and Rill Lewis,
Warden of the State Prison.

At the final session it was an-

nounced that Reno Lodge had won

the Ritualistic Contest, placing six

officers in the all-star list. Las
Vegas, Ely, Goldfield and Tonopah
dges also competed. This year’s
convention was pronounced by all
who attended to be the finest the
Association has ever held.

New Hampshire
Four hundred Elks and Emblem

Club members from the 11 Lodges
in the state of New Hampshire, and
the neighboring States of Maine,
Vermont and Massachusetts, at-
tended the eighth annual meeting
of the New Hampshire State Elks

Association in Berlin, N. H,, on Sat-
l’i‘lﬁi’ay and Sunday, September 26-27.

18 was one of the finest and most
spcc’essfl_xl meetings in the Associa-
tion’s history. The high lights of
the convention were a golf tourna-
ment at the Androscoggin Valley
Country Club, a tea for the ladies,

% banquet and the convention ball.

€ ball was held in the Home of
Berln; Lodge, No. 618, which was
beautifully “decorated for the occa-

8ion, avors were distributed and
during the evening a spectacular

shower of colored Dballoons A
among the dancers. oated

8pecial tour into the White
Mountaing w

as arranged for the
members who did not gcake part in

€ golf tournament on Saturday
afternoon, Portsmouth Lodge, No.

. Won  the Ritualistic Contest
which Dreceded the Sunday after-
noon bum_ness session, and was pre-
?I:I;ed with the President Hopkins

Pres. Benjamin P. Hopkins, of
Keene Lodge, presided at the Sun-
day afte

rnoon business meeting. The
S8peakers wer

e official representatives
of Grand Exalted Ruler David
Sholtz 'and included Past Grand Ex-
alted Rulers J ames R. Nichelson and

John F, Malley, of Boston; John F.
Burke, Boston, Pres. of the Mass.
State Elks Assn.; Verne M. Whit.
man of Laconia Lodge, District Dep-
uty for New Hampshire, and Arthur

. Graves, St. J ohnsbury, Pres. of
the Vermont State Elks Assn, Mayor
Francis P. Murphy was a member
of the delegation from Nashua
Lodge. E. R. Russell F. Batchelor

News of the State Associations

(Continued from page 37)

led the delegation from Keene
Lodge and at the business meeting
presented retiring Pres. Hopkins
with a handsome basket of flowers
on behalf of the Lodge of which he
is a Past Exalted Ruler. Memorial
services were conducted, the address
being delivered by P.E.R. Fred A.
Tilton of Laconia Lodge.

The convention banquet was held
on Sunday evening at the Mount
Madison House with nearly 400 Elks
and ladies in attendance. Conven-
tion Chairman Patrick J. Hinchey,
Secy. of Berlin Lodge, was Toast-
master. The principal speakers were
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Nichol-
son, the Hon. H. Styles Bridges of
Concord, Governor of New Hamp-
shire, and Congressman William
Rogers, a member of Rochester,
N.H,, Lodge. City Clerk.Gaston A.
Cournoyer, acting for the Mayor,
welcomed the visiting Elks to Ber-
lin. Vocal selections were rendered
during the course of the banquet
by Secy. Bernard J. Gilbo of Keene
Lodge, and Secy. Frank N. Tucker
of Claremont Lodge. E. R. George
A. Bell, Berlin, and P.E.R. Carl A.
Savage, of Nashua Lodge, were in-
troduced and spoke briefly.

Mr. Savage was unanimously
elected President of the A§SOClathI.l
to serve during the coming year.
The other officers elected are: }81.:
Vice-Pres., John M. Guay, Laconia;
2nd Vice-Pres., John A. McInerng};;
Rochester; 3rd Vice-Pres., Patrlg:l
J. Hinchey, Berlin; Secy-Treas., Wil-
liam J. O’Grady, Nashua; Trustees
for three years, Garrett A. Cushing,
Franklin, and Ralph McCarthy,
Portsmouth.

The excellent conduct of the cO}Ill-
vention activities was credited to t ?
General Committee of the loca
Lodge, with Mr. Hinchey serving als
Chairman, and E.R. George Bell,
Henry M. Moffett, Albert N. Morris,
Thomas F. Houlihan, Edward Tous-
saint and John L. Ordway as me’f‘i‘:'
bers. Chairman of the sub-commit-
tees included Warren E. Ole.SOE,
Ball; Frank Goodridge, Banquet; E.
Frank Bailey, Reception; J. Wllf’)on
Gonya, Housing, and George U. tﬁ-
val, Golf. P.E.R. William E. Heth-
erman, of Keene Lodge, a for%nil
Secretary-Treasurer of the S 83
Association, won the prize otferel f
for low gross honors in the go
tournament. .

: Missouri . ¢

A special mid-season session o
the Missouri State Elks Association
was held at Jefferson City, Mo., 02
Saturday and Sunday, October 3-ht
It was called by State Pres. Dwig
Roberts, of Kansas City, Mo., Lodge,
a member of the Grand Lodge Com-
mittee on Judiciary, for the purpose

The Elks Magazine

ing parts of the constitu-
gfonChgél g;}rlleg Association. One im-
ortant change was that two meet-
e s be held annually, and that the
lnnugnrxber of Vice-Presidents be in-
creased.
d Exalted Ruler Bruce
o Tt ol of Bast St. Louis, Ty

-Lodge, delivered a splendid and in-

i speech on the Orgier at
fﬁ“‘,‘oﬁziet %Vhich was the_prlqcipa]
?:ial event. Other distinguished
fL‘olks present in Jefferson City dur-
i the special session were Ijast
mG-f:and Esteemed Leading Xnight
Bernard F. Dickmann, Mayor of St.
Louis; the Hon. Guy B. Park, Gov-
or,of Missouri; Presiding Judge
EIf'nthe Supreme Court Robb Ellison;
%upreme Court Judge C. A, Leedy,
Jr., and the Hon. R. Emmet O’Mal-
ley, Superintendent of Insurance of
B?I);’ssouri. St. Louis Lodge, No. 9,
ent the largest delegation, with the
s cond largest hailing from Kansas
%eity Lodge, No. 26. Washmgj;on,
Sedalia, Warrensburg and Spring-
field Lodges were well represented.
Entertainment was furnished by
Prof. E. Harry Kelly, who is him-
If a well known Missouri Elk.
seAn executive session was held at
8 P. M. on Saturday. Among those
resent were Pres. Roberts; State
gecy Joseph N. Miniace, Kansas
City: Past Pres.’s Dr. M. E. Gouge,
Seda’]ia, E. J. Martt, St. Louis, and
Otto C. Botz, Sedalia; D.D.C.
Lew Gallant, St. Louis; State
Vice-Pres. J. H. Dickbrader, Wash-
ington; E. R.’s A. 0. Nilles, Kansas
bity and Otto H. Ro’ctma’nn, St.
Louis, and P.ER. R. E. O'Malley,
Kansas City. Pres. Roberts ad-
dressed the meeting on contemplated
changes in the Constitution which
were approved, and were passed at
the meeting held on the following
mOTr}r:;ngSunday session, at which
much additional business of im-
portance was transacted, was at-
tended by large delegations from
many Lodges of the State.. Plans
were made for the re-establishment
of a Lodge at Jeffersor} City, the
city in which the special meeting
was being held. The outlook for a
successful Lodge there was consid-
ered especially gopd._ The sponsor-
ing by the Association of a State-
wide Ladies’ Auxiliary, to l?e organ-
ized so that the first meeting could
be held during the annual conven-
tion of the State Association at
Washington, Mo., during the early
part of June, 1937, was another mat-
ter that received serious attention.
The State Association hopes, with
the aid of the District Deputies, to
make a substantial gain in member-
ship in the State during the year.










