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The Fool of Cannery Row

between him and death. The warmth
and the pleasures of his own world
were as completely wiped from his
memory as if he had never known
them. By his iron nerve and his
force of will he had narrowed down
his motive for existence to one single
effort—to find the scientist’s in-
strument.

DR. ARTHUR PALLEN sat in the
diving boat with his watch in his
hand. No one had spoken to him for
over an hour. The four men on duty
paid as little attention to him as if he
were not there. If they spoke at all
it was only in monosyllables, and
only to one another. Their faces
were drawn into tight lines. Their
whole thought was with the sub-
merged diver groping his slow, pain-
ful way down in the depths of the
crushing seas.

Daylight was slipping from the
Monterey Peninsula. On the far
shores of the bay the Santa Cruz
mountains had turned to misted tur-
quoise, and in the pale green sky
over Point Pinos were massed ma-
genta clouds whipped into sharp
ovals by an upper current of wind.
Arthur watched the colors fade down
to a velvety gray. With the waning
light came a gusty breeze that
slapped the surface of the water into
short waves. Arthur shivered. He
was cramped and cold. He wanted
to beat his hands, and stamp his legs
to restore circulation. He looked at
the other men whose hard and wrapt
attention to their work had not wav-
ered for a moment. They too must
be cold, they too must be cramped
and tired. He stared down into the
chill water where the diver had been
submerged for an hour and a half.
Except for his threads of line he
was as inaccessible as if he had en-
tered another world. And yet he was
less than a hundred feet away.
Arthpr recalled Ivan’s recital of
possible calamities underseas. He
could not regard them as incredible.
He knew that in the vast ‘space of
the ocean waters, stretching for
thousands of miles in every direc-
tion as well as in depth, there were
probably unknown ‘monsters, and
!:hat one should occasionally drift
into the rich inshore fishing banks
was quite likely. The fishing banks
are kitchen cupboard to others than
man. The deep-sea diver had pene-
trated one of the two great labora-
tories for food. He was again in
that element which the human race
had left millions of years ago, but to
which the race must inevitably re-
turn. Arthur idly traced the path
traveled by man from the slimes of
receding seas to the conquest of the
air, and reasoned that the intelli-
gence which had brought him out

(Continued from page 40)

to the pleasant existence on land
was the very force that was impell-
ing him back to his original home.
For the only two sources of food are
agriculture and fisheries, and when
every forest has been felled and the
downpour of rains sweeps the soil
and its cover from the ribs of the
earth; when the inshore fishing
banks are as barren of food as the
ravaged and desolated fields; when
the day dawns on a land that has
reverted to great masses of rock
without a trace of soil or living
vegetation, then must man descend
into the sea for his sustenance, and
himself become the pursued as well
as the pursuer. And this tremendous
exploitation of the fish, as well as
the destruction of the protective
forests, even Arthur’s own five years
of intense mental effort to perfect
his invention, were all merely accel-
erating the pace to the sea.

ARTHUR, for the first time in five
years, now considered his work from
another angle. The purpose of his
machine was to deplete the water of
sardines faster than the fishermen
were doing it—to overcome the han-
dicap of moonlight and distance. It
would be of value to the packers.
That was why he had worked on it.
To reduce the costs of production.
He recalled the scene of that morn-
ing’s experiment. He was standing
in the boat with the men whom Gar
had called the two kings of Cannery
Row, Mr. Leo Raffid and Mr. Samuel
Stand. They were wondering where
to make the experiment. .

“The closer in, the better,” sa}d
Arthur. “As this experiment will
interest you gentlemen only from
the financial aspect, and as your
costs are largely affected by the dis-
tance traveled, we will make our ex-
periment inside the bell buoy—or,
as you might say, right in your own
back yard.”

“Good enough,” remarked Mr.
Raffid, in a voice that rumbled up
from his stomach. “Show us fish
inside the bell buoy and we’ll play
ball with you, professor.”

“You understand,” explained Ar-
thur, “this instrument does not pro-
duce fish in itself. If the fish are
there it will locate them. If they
are not there you will have oppor-
tunity to know it. Frequently the
fishing boats in seeking heavy runs
of sardine will pass over an area
where the fish are idly circling
about or merely drifting., This in-
strument will register not only the
location of the school, but also its
density.”

“If the fish wouldn’t be inside the
bell buoy where would we have to
go?” asked Mr. Raffid. “It’s pretty
early, professor, and I didn’t have

my breakfast yet, and if you got to
travel all over the bay to locate sar-
dines I can’t see where your inven-
tion’s any better than the fishing
boats.”

“He knows what he’s doing,” in-
terrupted Mr. Stand. “He spent five
years finding out.” He took a cigar
case from his pocket, and selecting
one from it, replaced the case
in his pocket again. Then he lighted
the cigar carefully. “He locates the
school, and the boys let out the nets
and haul in a big catch, That’s all
there is to it. And if you don’t be-
lieve it, that’s why you’re here to see
it. The last few years the profes-
sors have done pretty well by us.
They put us on to fish oil for salad
dressings and paint. They helped us
swell our fertilizer profits. Myself,
I'm all for the professors. And if
this one shows us where the fish are,
we’ll do the rest.”

“Yes, if he does. But remember,”
added Mr. Raffid in a sotto voice
audible to everybody, “these profs
don’t all hit the bull’s eyes. Some
are just nuts.”

The experiment had proved a
failure. The instrument had regis-
tered fish and there were no fish.
Arthur could not forget the uncon-
cealed scorn and derision of the men
when the nets came up empty. He
had been so sure of that instrument
—he was still so sure of it. When
the diver brought it up, well, there
could be another demonstration.

ARTHUR realized as he waited for
the diver, that he was very tired.
The abalone at Wong’s Quick Lunch
had not agreed with him. It had in-
creased his pessimism. What if the
diver couldn’t find the lost instry-
ment? Would he spend another year
trying to duplicate it—two years,
three years? It would be well worth
it. Mr. Raffid and Mr. Stand would
no doubt assure him a handsome
royalty—in fact, he would demand
it—for this key to bigger and
quicker catches. Not but that the
sardine catch was at present more
than sufficient for food. Arthur
knew that. It was being turned to
other purposes. A heavy percentage
was manufactured into paint and
fertilizer, into lubricants, imitation
rubber, linoleum and leather prep-
arations, and when that time arrived
when men would need fish for food
alone there would be no sardines
left. Over-fishing had already
brought many species of life in the
sea to the point of extermination.
The salmon had been long since
fished out on the Atlantic Coast;
the mackerel was almost gone, and
also the sturgeon; the American lob-
ster and green turtle were both in
grave danger of extinction. Every-










































56

Under the Antlers

Watertown, Mass., Lodge Celebrates
its 12th Anniversary

With a dignity and solemnity be-
fitting the occasion, Watertown,
Mass.,, Lodge, No. 1518, celebrated
the 12th anniversary of its institu-
tion, the evening being designated
as Charter Night. In the initiation
of the “Charter Night Class,” the
ritualistic work of the officers,
headed by E.R. Edward R. Dick-
haut, was marked by accuracy and
a sincerity which won for them
high praise from all present.

The Lodge’s first Exalted Ruler,
P.D.D. Bernard S. McHugh, and the
seven other Past Exalted Rulers in
attendance, namely, John P. Walsh,
John B. Peaslee, Frank J. LaBell,
John J. Stanton, Frank A. Fitz-
patrick, Thomas P. Morley and
Nicolas V. Martinolich, made brief
but agreeable talks. P.D.D. John F.
McGann, Somerville, who instituted
Watertown Lodge on August 12,
1925, delivered a stirring address,
and John Gordon, Exalted Ruler at
that time of Newton Lodge, who ini-
tiated the Watertown charter mem-
bers, related incidents of earlier
days. D.D. Michael H. O’Connor of
Waltham Lodge, State Pres. William
* B. Jackson, Brookline, and many
members of Lodges of the Massa-
chusetts Central District, were pres-
ent.

Picnic Grounds Owned by Jackson,
Tenn., Lodge Scene of Elks’ Outing

The Elks of Jackson, Tenn. own
a nine-acre grove about eight miles
out of the city which they used to
good advantage when Jackson Lodge,
No. 192, held its annual picnic'and
barbecue. The grounds are 1dfzal
for such affairs, being shady, with
sheltered barbecue pits and an ar-
tesian well. D.D. Robert D. Conger,
Chairman of the Outing Committee
announced later that it was the
most successful ever held. The
older members were honor guests
of the occasion. Gates were opened
at 2 P.M. During the after-
noon games were played, cold drinks
served and good fellowship enjoyed
informally. At five o’clock the
barbecue was served.

Acting on the committee with Mr.
Conger were P.E.R. Charles Hane-
buth, Sr., and Est. Lect. Knight
Charles Thompson. Clarence A.
Noel was Chairman of the Entertain-
ment Committee. Secy. J. E. Barber
handled the reservations. Jackson
Lodge has a membership of the high-
est type and is in excellent condition.

P.ER. F. G. Swedenburg, Ashland,
Ore., Lodge, Dies in Sweden
Ashland, Ore., Lodge, No. 944, lost
one of the Exalted Rulers of its early
days when P.E.R. F. G. Swedenburg

(Continued from page 33)

passed away while on a visit to his
old ‘home in Gothenburg, Sweden, on
July 31. His wife and two daughters
were with him when the end came.
Mr. Swedenburg was born in
Gothenburg in 1867. He became a
member of Ashland Lodge on April
18, 1908, and always took a keen in-
terest in the affairs of the Lodge.
He assisted materially in the con-
struction of the Lodge Home.

Chattanooga Elks Junior Band
Celebrates Birthday with Havana Trip

The Elks Junior Band of Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., Lodge, No. 91, cele-
brated its 14th birthday by taking a
trip last summer to Havana, Cuba.
The majority of the 200 members of
the party were Chattanooga Elks
and members of the Band. The others
were local citizens.

Following its annual custom of
visiting different parts of the United
States or nearby countries, the or-
ganization made plans as early as
last Fall for the trip. The special
train of three Pullmans, three day
coaches, baggage car and two dining
cars, made the run to Tampa in
scheduled time. Here the party was
met by representatives of Tampa,
Fla,, Lodge, No. 708, and by Mayor
R. E. L. Chancey representing the
city officially. The steamer Cuba was
boarded at Port Tampa and with g
night run to Key West, where a
short stop was made, arrived at
Havana to be received by representa-
tives of the national and city govern-
ments. The Municipal Band of Ha-
vana was at the pier as the ship
docked to greet the visitors with both
United States and Cuban national
airs. The splendid manner in which
the Elks Junior Band responded was
the signal for a storm of applause,
and later received formal recognition
in all the local newspapers.

Escorted to points of interest by
various government officials, the
party spent four enjoyable days in
Havana. The Mayor of the city, Dr.
Antonio Beruff Mendietta, who for-
mally received the travelers, assisted
in entertaining, and saw that many
courtesies were shown them.

Two Local Students Receive Honors
At Parkersburg, W. Va., Lodge
The importance of education and
advancement of youth was empha-
sized by Past Grand Exalted Ruler
Charles H. Grakelow, of Philadel-
phia, Pa., Lodge, No. 2, in an address
before a large audience at Parkers-
burg, W. Va,, Lodge, No. 198. Mr.
Grakelow’s speech preceded his offi-
cial presentation of a $600 cash
award to Edmund Weinheimer, win-
ner of second place in the Elks Na-
tional Foundation Trustees Scholar-
ship Contest and a special prize,

given by the Parkersburg Elks, to
Miss Mary Sue Devol who missed
third place in the national contest
by a narrow margin.

Mr. Grakelow was introduced by
E.R. Ralph Jones who presided.

Valdosta, Ga., Elks Give a
Housewarming in Their New Home

At a real old-fashioned house-
warming held by Valdosta, Ga.,
Lodge, No. 728, proud members
showed admiring guests through
their new Home. A compara-
tively short time before, a num-
ber of the members had formed a
corporation and bought an old colo-
nial mansion shaded by beautiful live
oak trees and surrounded by large
grounds. It is only two blocks from
the heart of the city and will be made
into a civic center. The sum of $2,-
000 has been spent on improvements
in converting the residence into a
suitable Lodge meeting place.

The Welcoming Committee was
headed by Burt Glisson, Chairman of
the House Committee, and included
E.R. J. C. Hunt, Secy. Marion Curry,
Mayor James D. Ashley and W. H.
Holcomb. The celebration attracted
a large crowd and many distin-
guished Elks came from neighboring
Lodges to offer their congratulations
and enjoy the Lodge’s hospitality.
Among those present were Judge
John S. McClelland, Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Grand Trustees,
State Pres. Charles G. Bruce and
State Secy.—Treas. R. E. Lee Rey-
nolds, all of Atlanta Lodge; D.D. T.
L. Moss, Jr., Columbus; State Vice-
Pres. Sam Monroe, Waycross, and
Father James E. King, P.E.R. of
Athens Lodge.

Atlanta, Ga., Elks Make Pledge
to Aid Grady Hospital

At a regular meeting of Atlanta,
Ga., Lodge, No. 78, on August 19,
the membership pledged to supply
blood for the Grady Hospital’s new
depository to be installed two weeks
from that date. The proposal of
S. D. Gallaher that the Lodge assume
sponsorship of the hospital’s blood
reserve was adopted unanimously.
Mr. Gallaher was made Chairman of
the committee appointed to work out
details with J. B. Franklin, Superin-
tendent of the local hospital. Frank
R. Fling, Clerk of the Fulton County
Commission, and J. Clayton Burke,
Secretary of Atlanta Lodge, are
members of the committee. Delay in
finding the right type of donor is
frequently a cause of detriment to
the patient, and members of the
Lodge are resolved to aid the hos-
pital in keeping in its refrigerated
depository enough blood, of the sev-
eral types in demand, for twenty or
thirty transfusions.









