




















































































































We believe our many readers who vaca-
tion in Mexico each year would get more

fun and greater satisfaction from their-

trips if they spoke Spanish. The Mexican
Spanish Academy teaches Spanish—the
Mexican Way. They offer a personalized,
easy-to-understand home study course
based on the latest and most efficient
methods which make it easy to speak
and write Spanish and in a short time.
For details see page 24.

: * % *
The Hawaiian Elks Post Convention Tour
of the Island is creating considerable in-
terest and reservations are beginning to
come in. However, the Chairman of the
Committee warns that since July is the
peak of travel in the Islands, reservations
should be made now in order that the Com-
mittee may make adequate arrangements
so that no one will be disappointed.

can step from your digs right onto the
sand and from the sand, right into the
briney. There are some 600 feet of beach
available at the Colonnades, with the
water running about 72 degrees all sum-
mer. And if the ocean isn’t big enough
there is an Olympic sized pool, and an
adjoining tank for youngsters. The rates
through March 31st start at $100 a week
for a ground floor efficiency, no meals,
single or double occupancy. In April it
descends to $70 a month. There are, as
you can well imagine, any and all as-
sortments and combinations available at
higher prices. There’s a convention hall
at hand and the place is nominally very
quiet, unless you blow in with your own
convention.

As for La Coquille south of the Palm
Beaches, it is positively the dernier cri
in plushery, although happily it aims to
accept anyone who claims to be a gentle-
man. Anyway, you will find it a hand-
some collection of white buildings curv-
Ing around the sea. holding apartments,
masseurs, restaurants, steam rooms,
clubs, and a dining room paved with
knee-deep carpet. Each of the apart-
ments is the last word in modern decor,
c}ean and new in appearance and de-
sign. Here, too, a special pool has been
built for juniors, with undersized tables
and chairs where a young man of say,
six, can park his young date. I fear you
would have to count on $33 a day for
two in an apartment, but it’s spiffy all
right.

From La Coquille south to Miami
Beach, the landscape is all but a con-
linuous string of motels and apartments
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The first German passenger ship to go
into operation in 15 years has been
named “Berlin” and is sailing between
New York and Bremerhaven under the
aegis of the North German-Lloyd Navi-

gation Co. This ship, formerly known as -

the “Gripsholm”, will make 24 Trans-
Atlantic trips during 1955. She has been
fully reconditioned and has accommo-
dation for about 900 passengers.
*x X *

The following letter came from John S.
Sirlin- of Fairbanks, Alaska, Lodge—*“The
Farthest North”. He says among other
things, “Thank you very much for the trav:
el information 1 requested and received
today. . . . It is more complete than 1 had
hoped for—in fact 1 will use at least 90
per cent of your data. . . . I will pass the
word around so that more of the Brothers
can make use of this fine service.”

For Elks Whe Travel

(Continued from page 25)

of rakish design, and hung with some of
the fanciest handles known to purveyors
of the sensuous dream. “Castaways,”
they are called, and also “Bali Hai,” and
“Tahiti.” Following the rash of South
Sea Island appellations there appeared a
new motif—Africa. Came the Safari and
the Sahara motels, complete with stuffed
camels, stuffed zebras, stuffed elephants.

One gigantic enterprise, new this sea-
son, which seems to have no theme at all
besides immenseness, is the Golden Gate
which sits at the headwaters of Collins
Avenue, at the doorway to the Gold
Coast. Should you prefer the tall ocean-
front type hotel, the Golden Gate has
one on the ocean side of the avenue,
complete with beachfront, swimming
pool and water-surrounded open air
dance floor for the evenings. The lower

Elks Magazine
Travel Service

Travel information is available to Elks
Magazine readers. Just write to the Travel
Department, Elks Magazine, 50 East 42nd
St., N. Y., stating where you want to go
and by what mode of travel. Please print
name and address. Every effort will be
made to provide the information you re-
quire, but kindly allow three weeks for us
to gather the ‘information. Because of
seasonal changes in road conditions, if
you are traveling by car be sure to state
the date that you plan to start your trip.

More and more Elks and their families
are taking advantage of this service.
Are you?

It is predicted that Trans-Atlantic travel
for 1955 will be the heaviest in history,
so those of our readers who have an idea
of visiting overseas this summer better
start making plans now. Incidentally, if
you are going to Britain and Ireland
you will find travel costs further reduced
this year. In addition to the “Thrift Tour
Tickets” for those traveling 1,000 or more
miles in Britain and the “9-Day Guest
Ticket”, good for unlimited travel, there
is the new “Circular Tour Ticket”. This
ticket is available for both first and third
class travel, is good for six months, and
only requires that tours consist of at
least three point-to-point journeys or
legs. The reduction from normal rail
fares is 10 per cent and includes cross-
;:hanne] fare between England and Ire-
and.

reaches of the building contain a cafe-
teria. Across the streets are motorists ac-
commodations, apartments and efficien-
cies, and four-room villas all on the
European or no meals plan. There is a
swimming pool on this side too, not to
mention space for the youngsters to play
in, and a yacht basin should you come
tearing in on your own Lipton Cup de-
fender. The inland waterway, I ought to
add, streams right past the back door.

As for Miami Beach, slightly to the
south, another relentless season is on,
which is to say there are new hotels and
these too are patronized. The biggest
splash was made by the Fontainebleau,
which caused a $14,000,000 rash of Gallic
atmosphere along the Céte d’6r. It is
easily the most fabulous extravaganza
on a fabulous strip, with 565 rooms,
beautiful penthouse suites at $135 a day.
service by René Black, the famed maitre
d’hotel who left the Waldorf for the job,
a two-story cabana colony, and for the
wee types, a swimming pool shaped like
a cat.

For the first time this year Florida
vacation packages are being offered in
the winter by National Airlines which
has hitherto pioneered the summer pack-
age program with resounding success.
Forty-nine of Miami Beach’s hotels will
offer a week’s stay at $57 a person, a
fee which includes air conditioned quar-
ters (two in a room), airport transfers
and planned entertainment at the hotel
you choose. All this for six nights and
seven days. After March 15th the rate
descends to $39 and up. For the com-
plete cost of a winter week in the sun




































tive and negative reactions to the three
viruses which cause polio. Eighteen test
tubes were needed for each blood sample.
Multiply eighteen by three, for the cycle
of three tests, and you get 54 tubes for
each donor. Multiply 54 by 40,000 and
you begin to get an idea of the enormity
of the job.

Inevitably, mistakes and inconsist-
encies cropped up in comparing infor-
mation on the cards. Dr. Francis and his
staff wrote 1,000 letters a week on the
average last summer to clear up the in-
accuracies and to double-check informa-
tion.

“We strained every possible effort to
get our statistical material completely
accurate to insure the integrity of the
evaluation study,” Dr. Francis explains.
Incidentally, Dr. Salk did his first work
with viruses at New York University un-
der Dr. Francis, a world-renowned epi-
demiologist. “As few as two mistakes
from each of the 217 test areas could
throw off our findings by as much as
twenty per cent. That margin of error
cannot be tolerated when the lives and
welfare of children are at stake.”

A couple of typical complications un-
derscored the need for precautions
against errors despite the best intentions
of the people cooperating in the field
Frials. Fully five per cent of the children
in the entire study group moved before
summer was over, usually into areas not
fncluded in the project. This meant track-
ing down new addresses and making cer-
tain that the proper Bill Jones had been
found among maybe fifty kids with the
same n; me.

It meant heroic measures to make sure
that no case of polio among the 1,830,000
study group children was “lost” because
a child had moved. Fortunately, doctors,
hospital authorities and health officers in
every part of the country, whether field
trial or not, made sure that information
about polio among these children was
sent to the evaluation center at Ann
Arbor.

Two types of field trial were conduct-
ed. Iq some areas of the country, chil-
dre.n In second grade received vaccine,
while first and third graders are being
observed as control groups. In other

areas, half the children were given vac-
cine and the other half received the
placebo, a fluid which looked like the
vaccine but is known to have no effect.
In parts of the nation where some
children received vaccine and others got
placebo, local authorities did not know
which was which, and shots were given
according to code numbers on vaccine
bottles. .
You may be wondering why the intri-
cate operation was cluttered up with
placebo and the hocus-pocus of code
numbers. It was not done, we can assure
you, to heighten suspense in the official
report now being prepared by Dr. Fran-
cis. On the contrary, the idea was to stop
idle speculation founded on a relatively
few cases. If a community knew that
thirty children inoculated only with the
Salk vaccine had not contracted polio,
false hopes might be raised. On the
other hand, public confidence in the vac-
cine would be undermined if there were
two or three polio victims in a small
vaccinated group. Truly safe and sci-
entific conclusions can be drawn only
from a large number of case histories
and that required time while Dr. Francis
sifted and weighed tons of evidence.

"HERE undoubtedly will be a wave of

rumors and wild guesses concerning
the effectiveness of the Salk vaccine as the
April 1 target date for Dr. Francis’ offi-
cial report draws closer. You are ad-
vised to ignore all loose talk. Only two
people, Drs. Francis and Korns, know
what the comparative statistics have re-
vealed. They alone can answer two me-
mentous questions: (1) Does the Salk
vaccine cut down the incidence of polio
significantly? (2) Does it reduce perma-
nent paralysis?

Several important facts unrelated to
the two questions have been established.
The field trials revealed new information
concerning the origin and spread of
polio. The old belief that it was borne by
polluted water or insects and struck in-
discriminately has been discredited. It is
one of the bitter parodoxes of our time
that the danger of polio increases with

the rise in living standards. Poor sanita-.

tion actually promotes protection against

the disease by inducing light attacks in
infants which build up immunity to later
infection. Polio is less likely to cause
paralysis in babies than older children.
America’s gleaming bathrooms and ex-
tensive networks of sewers and reser-
voirs reduce the chance of contamina-
tion in infants, but they do not develop
natural immunity to polio and, as a con-
sequence, are hit harder a few years later
when they are exposed to the virus.

“Polio is a group contagion that is
spread mainly along narrow channels of
intimate family associations,” Dr. Fran-
cis says. “You can sit next to a carrier
in a crowded room without any danger,
but you may become infected if the car-
rier prepares food for you, if you use
his glass or bathe in the tub he has just
used. Polio even can be spread by put-
ting all the family wash in the same
laundry machine or tub of water. It is
significant that the incidence of polio
falls off sharply as family ties weaken.”

We will not abandon family ties so
important in the emotional development
of a child. Nor will we discard hygienic
safeguards that have curbed other dis-
eases. The severe polio epidemics of re-
cent years certainly will be repeated un-
less a vaccine is found—and there are
straws in the wind suggesting that the
long search is near an end. We have ab-
solutely no authoritative, advance in-
formation on the Francis report, but. . ..

The National Foundation already has
placed orders with six commercial lab-
oratories for $9,000,000 worth of the
Salk vaccine for delivery within the next
two months. Plans have been made to
give injections to 1,390,000 children in
the control group who were not vac-
cinated last year and to 7,895,000 others
in the first and second grades throughout
the United States if the vaccine is li-
censed. An organization with a deep
sense of responsibility would not have
made such a staggering investment of
public funds unless there was very great
faith that the money would be put to
the best possible use.

Dr. Salk led the crusade against the
scourge, but behind him there were
160,000,000 citizens marching with
dimes, determination and compassion.

What’s Ahead for Baseball?

In minor league parks that should have
been occupied by fans who were else-
V\{h‘ere watching big league games on tele-
vision. They passed a resolution asking
for' the reinstatement of an old rule
which confines telecasts to a 50-mile area
of major league parks. Nineteen of the
thirty-three surviving minor circuits
even voted imdignantly to abandon the
major-minor agreement, under which
Commissioner Ford Frick rules all base-
ball. Fortunately, the agreement, which
expires in 1956, requires a three-quarter

- majority vote for such action. But an

ominous future lies ahead.
50

(Continued from page 11’)

The majors, in reply, have been quick
to reiterate the existence of two sides to
all questions. Now impending against the
big leagues is one suit for restricting
broadcasts and another for not restrict-
ing them. Either way they retreat, they
back into a buzz saw. Lawyers have long
maintained that to restrict broadcasts
would be contrary to law. In legal fees
alone, baseball has spent $500,000 since
1946—with the end nowhere in sight.
So the majors, on advice of counsel,
needed only two minutes to kill the
minors’ resolution on television at their
meeting in New York.

Next time you’re enjoying a baseball
game, if you glance in the direction of
the clubhouse in envy of the ‘“opulent
club owner, whose carefree life consists
of nothing more worrisome than watch-
ing his team play every day”, just re-
member it has been estimated that a
home attendance of 1,000,000 annually
will be necessary from now on for a
major league pennant contender to do
better than break even financially.

So much for baseball’s headaches.
There is a brighter side. No longer will
you have to fidget in your seat, inwardly
uttering invectives at the thought of ar-



























