























































































































Panther of Marrakech, I tried to get the
answer to the question whether the Na-
tionalists will gain a speedy upperhand
in their freedom struggle. I also sought
additional information about the under-
lying causes for the ferment and the
aspirations of the nationalists. torch-
bearers in this frantic struggle for Mor-
occan independence.

In order to have a clearer picture of
what is going on in that strife-ridden
land, and for those of us who have little
time to study a World Almanac, let’s first
locate French Morocco more closely and
give a thumb nail sketch of events that
led to the establishment of the French
Protectorate. Morocco is actually cut up
into two parts: The French Morocco
section, about the size of our own State
of California. with 8 to 9 million people.
and the Spanish northern zone, about 220
miles long and 25 miles wide, hugging
the Mediterranean coast. with one mil-
lion inhabitants. Tangier, a small segment
of 147 square miles of international
status, is wedged in the Spanish zone,
with 170,000 people.

For well over thirteen hundred years
the descendants of Mohammed managed

Morocco, or Mauretania, as its Roman -

invaders called it. Its history pages have
been bloodstained and checkereg. Bar-
barous Moorish tribes and other savage
hordes spilled across the Atlas Moun-
tains, terrorized Europe. conquered
Spain, and founded a civilization which
was kept alive. while Europe remained
in darkness. In later years Morocco’s
history was inextricably linked with that
of larger European powers. Morocco
was needed by France to render posses-
sion of Algeria and Tunisia secure. for
France’s dream of becoming the custo-
dian of a large African empire could be
realized only if Morocco was brought
into her fold.

Morocco. before 1912, was In utter
confusion. Its tribes—mainly the warlike
Berbers, then already headed by the
famous Pasha of Marrakech—were war-
ring against one another and the
Sultan. To save his throne, the Sultan
called in the French, who had already
been active in Morocco, and who had
induced the other large Powers to recog-
nize that Morocco lay within the French
“sphere of influence.” Subsequently. a
treaty was signed between the Sultan and
the French that culminated in the estab-
lishment of the Protectorate, in 1912.
France was given a free hand in Morocco.
Tangier was given the status of an inter-
national port, while Spanish Morocco,
in effect, might well be called a small
province. sub-let by France to Spain.

At the beginning of French admin-
istration Morocco was in a state of tur-
moil. The Sultan’s authority was ex-
tremely vague. France then made the
wise move of sending General Lyautey,

Riddle of Moroeco

(Continued from page 5)

a skilled and understanding administra-

tor and brave soldier, and particularly -

known for his enlightened policy and
friendship to the Berber tribesmen in
the hinterland, to Morocco as the first
Resident General. The country then was
divided into two sections: (a) the fertile
area west of the High and Middle Atlas
Mountains, and (b) the near desert
area to the East. Lyautey then affirmed
his so-called Berber policy to the (b)
section. the region inhabited by the Ber-
ber tribesmen, headed then, and still
today, by the famous Berber chief, the
Glaoui, the Black Panther of Marra-
kech. His family had been Berber chief-
tains for centuries and were noted for
their political astuteness. The Pasha (and
his millions of Berber tribesmen) almost
immediately backed the French. He has
been amply rewarded for his prescience.
We shall meet the Pasha later.

N\ UTWARDLY, Morocco was calmed
and controlled without serious hin-
drance. Complete pacification was not
effected until the early 1930s, about the
time when the nationalist movement saw
its rise. The French then had the whole
of Morocco under control, establishing a
system of government based largely upon
local custom. Marshal Lyautey preferred

Indiana Elks Praised

You will be pleased to learn of the fine
praise of the outstanding Cancer Research
Project, which has long been the chief con-
cern of Indiana Elkdom, as expressed in a
letter from Dr. John D. Van Nuys, Dean of
the Indiana Univ. Medical Center where
much of this work is conducted.

The letter, addressed to Grand Exalted
Ruler William J. lernick and dated March
31st, 1955, reads in part:

*It was indeed a pleasure to have you
and the officers of the Indlana Elks Asso-
ciation as our very brief visitors on the
occasion of your trip to Indiana.” We are
very proud of what the Elks Association
has done in furthering the work in can-
cer research in Indiana and it affords us
a great deal of pleasure in being able to
point out the projects that they have
sponsored to all visitors that come to the
Medical Center campus. | am sure that
you and all other Elks would take a
great deal of pride and satisfaction in
hearing the comments that are made by
visitors from other schools and from
abroad. They are almost without excep-
tion greatly surprised that a fraternal
Order would sponsor fundamental re-
search in such a generous and consistent
manner."

Dr. Van Nuys refers to the more than
$450,000 the Indiana Elks have contributed
to this important work during the past
eight years.

to collaborate with. rather than dominate,
the Berber chiefs. This in itself was a
very wise move, since in Morocco there
has always existed a rivalry between the
Moslem factions. and a definite hostility
between the urban Arabs and the back-
country Berber tribesmen, True, Lyautey
met force with force.

Historically, we know that the first
people to enter recorded history in Mor-
occo were the Berbers. a fact of no little
importance, since Berber stock does now
predominate. These Berbers were an
Aryan or “white” race, most of them ex-
hibiting South-European characteristics,
but others again of obvious Nordic ad-
mixtures. Berbers and Arabs therefore
differ in physical, culture and mental
characteristics. Still. the Berbers em-
braced Islam and were associated with
Arabs in some of the “holy wars” of con-
quest. In the mountain areas, where mil-
lions of Berbers reside, they are gov-
erned, as it were, by the Pasha and his
underlings the Caids. It is here that the
Berbers, to an amazing degree, have re-
tained their racial purity and customs of
centuries ago. :

This brings us to the Sultan, a man
who, regarded as a direct descendant of
the Prophet, and wielding a tremendous
influence over the millions of Moslems,
still has but nominal authority. Residing
in the international city of Tangier. the
Sultan has his own Shereefian or Sultanic
government, known also as the Makhzen.
The Sultan retains control over the Kor-
anic or religious Moslem education. Mos-
lem law and all Meslem religious issues.
The true ruler, however, is the French
Resident General. There also exists an
embryo National Council, with equally
limited powers, however. Measures in-
itiated by the Resident General cannot
become law until approved by the Sultan,
that is, if he does not care to take the
risk of being obdurate. A recent innova-
tion has been also the institution of a
Council of Ministers, with advisory
powers. Thé Sultan’s nominees then act
as liaison officers with the French,

The decrees of the central authority
are administered by the Pashas in the
towns, and the Caids, in the country
regions, each again with a French con-
trolleur, or some sort of overseer at their
side. Even when the French official is
only advisory, he is still the ultimate au-
thority.

This makes for a rather equivocal
political situation in Morocco. While not
a colony but merely a protectorate, Mor-
occo in actual fact has a status that dif-
fers little from that of a colony, as the
effective power of the Sultan aand his
Government is restricted and the coun-
try’s real ruler is the French Resident
General. All this. of course, is grist
in the nationalist mill of grievances.

Now the real nationalist movement in
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Queens Elks‘ Attack

Queens Borough, N. Y., Lodge No. 878
has launched an attack on juvenile delin-
quency that has been hailed as “an in-
spirational example for all organizations
to follow”. Long under consideration by
Queens Elks, the campaign, which will
mobilize families and neighborhoods on
a broad front, was spurred by the recent
wanton shooting to death of a boy by a
youthful hoodlum in another of New
York City’s boroughs.

SIX-POINT PLAN

Plan for the campaign, drafted by the
Lodge’s Youth Committee headed by

Judge John F. Scileppi, Chief Justice of

the Grand Forum and former Chairman
of the Grand Lodge Youth Activities
Committee, has these major points:
1. Stronger disciplinary action by par-
ents of their own children
2. A voluntary curfew .to keep teen-
agers off the streets and at home at
night
3. Greater participation by parents in
PTA and other neighborhood organ-
izations dealing with the problem
4. Neighborhood surveys to determine
the scope of the problems and con-
ditions contributing to it

Juvenile Delinquency

5. Machinery to deal privately, on a
preventive basis, with individual
cases of delinquency

6. Organization of citizens into Neigh-
borhood Minute Men Committees.

Queens Elks moved into action after

District Attorney T. Vincent Quinn and
his assistants had given members of the
Lodge a shattering picture of the prob-
lem of youthful hooliganism. Brother
Quinn’s talk was buttressed by exhibits
of weapons, many of them home-made,
taken from teen-age delinquents, and the
play-back of a taped recording of the in-
terrogation of a youthful armed robbery

. suspect. The-questioning revealed. 2 home

and community environment classically
conducive to delinquency.
Immediately following this presenta-
tion, the Lodge adopted a resolution pre-
sented by the Youth Committee that read
in part: ,
“. .. we request our entire membership
of 5,645 civic-minded Elks residing in
all sections of Queens County to form
Neighborhood Minute Men Committees
to urge their neighbors to exercise more
home discipline; to enforce voluntary
curfews with their own children; and
to organize community action to elimi-

nate conditions that -may be conducivé
to juvenile delinquency”.
he Lodges action was lauded by Dis-
trict Attorney Quinn, who declared that,
“Juvenile delinquency has been a matter
of grave concern to all law enforcement
agencies of our city. There has been end-
less conversation about its causes. I am
especially gratified with the forthright
and positive action taken by my own
lodge. Queens Elks are setting an in-
spirational example for all organizations_
to follow. This community-level program
points the way to a solution of the prob-
lem of teen-age crime”.

‘Exalted Ruler William C. Eisenhardt
promised the District Attorney that every
resource of the Lodge will be used to
make the program effective throughout
the Borough.

“Queens Lodge. has met many other
civic problems successfully and, while this
is more serious and more complicated, I

am confident that we can and will meet

the problem of juvenile delinquency just
as successfully”, Brother Eisenhardt told
the meeting. “The problem is aggravated
by a small minority of young people,
whose lack of proper home background
has led them into conflict with society.
Our task is to isolate them, so that they
will not contaminate other youngsters,
and do everything possible to rehabilitate

them”. :

Morocco saw its rise in 1934, when
France restored to the Berber tribes their
own traditional methods of applying
their common law, methods that were
far more democratic than those applied
in Arab regions. And when western ideas
were introduced into a backward state,
France tried her utmost to limit them
to technical processes and elementary
education. That proved totally unwork-
able, because once a man can read, the
world lies open to him. Moreover, in
those earlier days of nationalistic fervor,
all through the Arab countries of North
Africa and the Middle East flowed the
strong current of thoughts of freedom—
the spirit of discontent, the demand for
self determination and political inde-
pendence. Patriots in Morocco learned a
great deal about self-government, later
drawing added encouragement from the
Atlantic Charter to which the French
and other nations had also subscribed. In-
dependence thus was in the cards. The
days of the old pattern of colonialism
were doomed. The only question remain-
ing was: When would independence be-
come an accomplished fact in Morocco?

Forty-two years of occupation (since
1912) have dug the roots of Frenchmen
deep into Moroccan soil, so that French
functionaires have, as it were, a vested
intéerest in French colonialism. They
have resented and resisted every sug-
gested reform that could be detrimental
to their own interests. However, it was
in the cards, too, that all colonies, wher-
ever they still existed, perforce would be
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liquidated—some more quickly than
others, where it might take years to pre-
pare the people for the event, as in Mo-
rocco, where there are complicated issues
occasioned by racial tensions and lack of
trained leaders. Yet time would not be
far off when each so-called colony or pro-
tectorate would be accorded independ-
ence, in conformity with the well-known
traditional self-determination for all peo-
ples.

Colonies, we have so far seen, have
also served as an effective back-drop for
communists to work on, and the “inde-
pendence slogan” has proved so far to be
the most powerful weapon of this era.
The Moroccan nationalists have not left
a stone unturned to use this slogan to
their best advantage.

In 1934, a group of young Moroccan
intellectuals in Paris drew up, with the
help of politicians in French left-wing
parties, a “Plan for Moroccan Reforms,”
demanding a strict application of the
protectorate treaty; diminuition of
French power; admission of Moroccans
on equal terms to all administrative
posts; the formation of a Moslem Na-
tional Assembly, and the use of Arabic
as the official language of Morocco. This
last suggestion, if it had been applied,
would have divided the country even more
effectively. .

It is only fair to say that the French
brought to Morocco reforms in adminis-
tration, justice, education and agricul-
ture. The French also gave Morocco a
peace which it had not known for a hun-

dred years or more. Still, withal, the
French remained strangers in the land,
Christians in a Moslem country. And
more than once Morocco became the foot-

- ball or sport of French politics. Even if

the French and their regime had been
perfect, the demand for speedy inde-
pendence would have arisen anyway on
the part of the respective nationalist
parties, of which there are four in Mo-
rocco, but only one of major importance
—the Istiglal, which is the extremist
party. The self-declared aim of this party
is self-government but its radical leaders
were banished by the French, following
the crisis precipitated in 1951 when the
exiled Sultan Yusuf demanded revision
of the protectorate treaty of 1912 in favor
of greater Moroccan self-government.
At first in the early thirties the ideas
and aspirations of the Nationalists were
moderate enough. Their membership
was small, consisting of a number of
educated men, who then were encour-
aged by high-sounding polemics of the
Popular Front movement in France _and
by ambiguous promises that remained
unfilled. The collapse of France in 1940
also had its effects, and the situation in
Morocco then would have become serious
but for the disunity among the Moors.
The Istiglal’s methods during these
years were not always very logical or
democratic. Failing in its aims, it plunged
rapidly into exaggerated anti-French
propaganda, with riots, bloodshed, acts
of repression, and the usual crop of mar.
tyrs in its wake. However, a nationalist
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while occasional sparks of vitality flashed
in his seemingly tired eyes. A moment in
the presence of this tribal chief and war-
rior did not fail to convince me that here

I was face to face with an extraordinary -

“human being, who could be a great and
- true friend, but also a bitter enemy.
After the exchange of a few more
pleasantries, the first question asked me
concerned the golf playing of President
Eisenhower. He, too, was, or had been,
an ardent golf enthusiast, in fact. he had
a golf course built practically in the very
center of the desert, and as there was no
water to keep the turf alive, he told me
he had an elaborate system of pipes laid
across scores of miles to the Atlas Moun-
tains. Today, of course, he leads the life
of the Grand Seigneur, now being too old
to play golf. He leaves the plaving of golf
and the management of the golf links to
his sons,
Though his movements of necessity
are more limited now, he continues to
visit the Casablanca and Marrakech

shops. Used to traveling a great deal

abroad, where he could be seen until very
recently at Vichy, Aix-les-Bains, he now
contents himself with his daily ride in
his Rolls Royce, his constitutionals in
his lovely palace gardens, or with watch-
ing the dancers at the Mamounia Hotel
in Marrakech. '

He wanted to know whether I had
ever had the privilege of talking with his
friend. Sir Winston Churchill, indicating
with a motion of his hand a presentation
set of Churchill’s “Memoirs”, and a pic-
ture of the great British statesman on one
of the tables. It did not take him long
to tell me that he was a great admirer of
President Eisenhower.

When [ managed to put a few questions
to' him about the Istiglal, and National-
jism in general, the mere mention of the
name made his eves flash with scornful
anger. Why, more than once he had oc-
casion to reprimand the now banished
Suttan Yusuf about the latter’s inclina-
tion toward the Istiqlal cause. “Morocco.”
he said. “wants work and common sense,
not mere words. It lacks a great leader,
and I am getting too old. People here
do not agree among themselves what
they really want, and if they continue
their mad schemes they will discover that
we. the Berbers, have plenty of friends.
1 know that we can count on thousands
of my tribesmen, and if France should
cver leave here, I know who would be in
command of the country.” Pausing for a
few moments, he continued. “There is
great confusjon here. with so many par-
ties pretending to be the real master.
Peopie say, I am pro-French. Well, I am,
because 1 feel that the French have given
peace to Morocco, and 1 am against
those who would lead this land again
into paths of strife. I know”, he said,
“that nationalist leaders also look to the
United States for sympathetic aid, but
how can they expect aid for a party that
apparently is patronized or aided in some
way or other by communists?”
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I then posed the following question:
“Suppose Moroéco shoud achieve imme-
diate independence, and a French politi-
cal party in power were to fulfill the
promises so many government circles
have made, and French troops were with-
drawn, what do you thing would hap-
pen?” “Civil war, and of course the Na-
tionalists, who do not like me very much,
would mark me, or my successors for
death. But that is not what we would be
waiting for. However, my friend”, the
Pasha added, “The French do not intend
to withdraw, and armed revolt is almost
impossible and very unlikely to succeed.
The French, whom I honor and admire,
have done very well over here, and will
do more, once our people are actually
ready and capable of taking over and
running the courtry themselves. Until
then, the people would be wiser to wait
and see and learn the better ways of the
French. The Istiglal, as they conduct
themselves now, have created a great deal
of confusion, and, I ask myself, what
for? The situation won’t improve until
both sides learn how to get together and
make adjustments. The French to give
more freedom, the radical Istiqlal na-
tionalists to temper their demands. Deeds,
not words”, he said, “will win out in
the end.”

HE only ones that wanted independ-

ence now were the hotheads, the trou-
blemakers, he felt, and of course the com-
munists. “The real Moroccan people,
while wanting more liberty and a greater
voice in the running of their country,
don’t want the sort of trouble to continue
that infests our country again. They are
the ones that want peace before every-
thing else. And as for me,” the Pasha
concluded, “I have always sided with
the French, and shall do so always. They
are iny [riends.”

Now it is a well-known fact that t‘he
Pasha has played his cards always wn.h
remarkable astuteness, and much of his
power undoubtedly is due to the un-
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STATE ASSOCIATION CONVENTIONS

STATE PLACE DATE
No. Carolina  Winston-Salem May 26-27-28
Utah Cedar City May 26-27-28
Illinois Springfiold May 27-28-29
Missouri St. Louis May 27-28-29
Texas El Paso June 1-2-3-4
Vermont Rutland June 2-3-4
Oregon Ashland June 2-3-4-5
lowa Sioux City June 3-4-5
So. Dakota Yankton June 3-4-5
Nebraska Alliance June 4-5-6
No. Dakota Mandan June 5-6-7
Minnesota Thief River Falls June 9-10-11-12
Connecticut New Britain June 10-11
Mai Rockland June 10-11-12
Michigan Sault Ste. Marie June 10-11-12
Seo. Carolina Columbia June 10-11-12
Idehe Kollogg Juno 16-17-18
New Jersey Asbury Park June 17-18
Rhode Island  Westerly June 18-19
Washington Aberdocn June 23-24-25
Massachusolts Harwichport Juno 25-26
Montana Helona June 29-30-31

stinted support of the French. It is there-
fore easy to see that the Istiqlal and the
rabid nationalists regard him with much
bitterness. They consider them the pillar
of the revived, though much antiquated,
colonial feudal system, and of its.injus-
tices, both of which, the Istiqlal claim,
have stood in the way of their country’s
real progress and ~ ultimate liberty.
While feudalism of course has played
no small role in Morocco’s earlier turbu-

lent history, the Glaoui Berber people

were greatly encouraged by Marshal
Lyautey’s policies. He almost bent back-
wards to strengthen the position of the
native chieftains, and with it the feudal
aspect of native Berber life. This, the
Istiqlal feel, made a fair distribution of
the country’s economic wealth well-night
impossible.

Before taking leave of the Pasha, I
asked him how he viewed the establish-
ment of our air and naval bases in Mo-
rocco. and the presence of so many thou-
sands of our service men there. He
considered this a very sound and well-
thought-out move, as it would enable the
United States to strike quickly with jets
and atomic missiles, should such action
prove necessary.

As I look back now on my recent
North Africa visit. the battle and con-
flict between rabid nationalism and
France’s colunial policy go-on unabated
in an atmosphere laden with much anxi-
ety. In order to enhance their position
with the Arabs, Moors and Berbers, the
French do what they can to build up the
present Sultan’s prestige and popularity
with no apparent thought in their mind
of having him replaced, for they would
then have the Pasha and his Berbers to
reckon with. The French also try hard,
against all odds and impediments from
the powerful French colonial block, to
put through long overdue reforms, in the
hope of staving off further bloodshed.
Of course, France’s ever-recurring
change of Premiers and other govern-
mental troubles may continue to obstruct
whatever plans for reforms France may
have in mind. In my conversations with
French officials, they all agreed that the
French promise of Moroccan independ-
ence was something definite and would be
lived up to. Yet, hehind all the diplomatic
phrases and cliches one thing stood out
clearly: It was not likely to come to
maturity today, tomorrow, or next week.
They realized full well that the tide was
running, only the time element remained
in doubt.

The reforms that the French have in
mind, reforms that would appease the
Arab Nationalists without antagonizing
the powerful French colonial block, pro-
pose to overhaul the government so as
to metamorphose Morocco into a modern
land. Likewise the judicial system is to
be reconditioned as it were, so that the
feudal Pashas and the Caids would be
shorn of most of their executive powers.
A transfer of power to the people would
be insured with a minimum of economic













































