























Middle East

solving the Near and Middle East impassé, the United Na-
tions, and until recently at least the United States as well,
has vacillated hetween two or more opinions.

It is easy to criticize and to condemn. In this article I
shall refrain from negative criticism while I make an earnest
attempt to answer possible self-criticism by offering a con-
structive proposal looking toward peace. Surely it was
too much to expect from Israel that she should comply with
- the United Nations resolutions without receiving assurance,
and adequate assurance, beyond any under-the-table inti-
mated promise from Colonel Nasser, that Egypt would not
reopen her attacks and also that Egypt would “open” both
the Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aqaba to Israeli shipping.

Immediately the United Nations found itself compro-
mised by the fact that through its distinguished and indefat-
igable Secretary-General it had conceded Egypt’s right to
expel United Nations forces whenever Egypt pleases—and
who would doubt that Egypt might so please immediately
after Israel’s withdrawal had been completed? Certainly
under all the cireumstances the Israeli demand for a hard
and fast Egyptian agreement to “a mutual and full absten-
tion from belligerence” was not unreasonable. While ap-
parently that was not done prior to the withdrawal, most
certainly it should have been.

Submitting, then, that the time for comprehensive and
radical action to save the Middle East from further disinte-
gration and violence is at hand, I offer with all humility
this “look” toward peace. Preliminary to any hopeful pro-
gram for peace and security in the Near and Middle East,
two decisions should be reached with a very minimum of
delay—the first by the United States and the second by
the United Nations:

1. President Eisenhower’s request for authorization to
commit the military forces of the United States against Com-
munist aggression in the Middle East and his right to spend
free of all restrictions $200,000,000 for special aid projects
in this area. His request should be granted quickly. In this
matter former President Harry S. Truman in a characteris-
tic and typically forthright statement has given his unquali-
fied support to the President. His public statement contains
the following: “Too long a discussion about the President’s
proposals, no matter how valid the criticism of them may

seem, could lead to . . . unfortunate results.” And he con-
tinues, “the fact is that armed conflict may explode at any
time if the control of the Suez Canal is not speedily and
equitably worked out, and if the Israeli-Arab disputes are
not settled, and if the shipment of arms by Russia is not
stopped forthwith.”

2. The United Nations must move with decisiveness to
establish international controls of the Suez Canal that will
make that strategic waterway open and free to all interested
nations and beyond any possible interference by Egypt.

.How vitally concerned the West has become with this
fundamental issue was suggested in a radio interview in
which the majority leader of the House of Representatives,
Congressman John McCormack (D.-Mass.), said in effect,
that whether or not France and Britain were justified in
their Suez adventure, it was unfortunate that having begun
they did not continue until the entire Canal was under their

control. We may not agree with that conclusion, and of °

course Congressman McCormack was speaking off the cuff,
but the Congressman has stated a profound concern of the
free world.

And now my “look” toward peace:

That the Gaza Strip should not be returned to Egyptian

‘administration seems only logical, if we desire peace. Egypt

does not claim the territory as Egyptian and it is difficult to
argue that she has shown a constructive interest in the peo-
ples of that region. Certainly she has disregarded their se-
curity and well-being by using the Strip as the center of
guerrilla attacks against Israel.

As a result, tension and violence became the common lot,
not only of all who lived within the Strip, but of those
throughout .the surrounding areas. The situation became
acute with Egypt’s military build-up on the Sinai Peninsula
and the concentration of military equipment and supplies
from Russia in that area.

United Nations supervision, pending final disposition,
seems to me the only logical solution of the Gaza problem.

However, the Egyptian-Israeli border is not the only
frontier where serious conflict exists. The central section
of the Holy Land is charged with even more explosive ma-
terials. It is conceded, I think, by nearly all authorities
that Jordan is neither economically nor politically strong
enough to deal effectively with its vast problems.

A recent direct appeal for aid made to Saudi Arabia and
Syria indicates that she is incapable of maintaining an un-
subsidized government. Certainly Jordan should not be
expected to provide the services for a settlement program
adequate to meet the needs of some 450,000 refugees in this
area. The plight of these 450,000 and of all other Arab
refugees is, and should be, a burden upon the conscience of
the world. You may debate the question—*“Who is respon-
sible for these refugees? Who made them refugees?” But
that debate aside, they are here and their problem must be
solved. The unstable nature of Jordan’s government, plus
her dependence on outside powers, has made her a potential
victim of her neighbors—and these neighbors look with
jealous eyes upon each other.

At the moment, a rejected $33,000,000 subsidy from the
British government is to be made up of funds to be pro-
vided by Syria, Saudi Arabia and Egypt. Saudi Arabia,
Syria and Iraq all hope to annex Jordan. Syria considers

(Continued on page 40)
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States, and to all freedom loving people.
Stanley P. Kaszer
Saranac Lake, N.Y.

[ ] .
Being a charter member of Red Bank,

N.J., Lodge, I have read The Elks Magazine
many years. I have always enjoyed its in-
teresting and educational articles, as well
as having been impressed with the many
attractive covers. However, the cover on
the February issue “tops them all”. Itis a
work of art, and I wish that every member
would take time out and refresh his mem-
ory of what this cover exemplifies.
Thomas Irving Brown, Publisher
Red Bank, N.J. Red Bank “Register”
® .
The Allen Saalburg painting of the new
altar arrangement on the cover of the Feb-

ruary issue is the most beautiful cover you
have had in all the years I have been an
Elk. I hope you will make colored repro-
ductions of this cover, suitable for framing,
for lodges and members. I would: like to
have one for my study.

Earle P. Hambly
Fontana, Calif.

For full details on reprints of our Feb-
ruary cover, please refer to page 40 of
this issue. ‘

@

The cover on the February issue of The
Elks Magazine, showing the new arrange-
ment at the altar, is, I believe, one of the
best ever.

Frank Kline Jr.
Millville, Pa. :

Taking Better Lodge Pictures
(Continued from page 14)

a program moving, but, if you want pic-

tures, don’t go too fast for your photog-

rapher.

Most of your pictures will be posed—but
they don’t have to look that way. The most
obvious way to picture people is to have
them face the camera and shoot. The result

—a picture of people having their picture
taken.

A little thought will enable you to get
pictures of people which show why they are
together. Props are the answer. If there is
any object or symbol that can serve as a
center of interest, group your people
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and stronger America.

Leaders at special events.

Guided by the slogan,

faceless pawns of the state.

Grand Exalted Ruler Bohn asks for wholeheartgd ! !
annual observance of Elks National Youtg Il)ay which the Committee has pro
moted in its program booklet, distributed last ) ; " !
suggestions fof sugccessful Youth Day activities were listed, including the secuf
ing of proclamations from each Mayor, |
méﬂt prlz)grams, public meetings and the presentation of awards to local Youth

R

SPECIAL ELKS NATIONAL YOUTH DAY PLANS

In a letter to all Exalted Rulers of the Order, Chairman C. P. Hebensltvrlelt
of the Grand Lodge Youth Activities Committee urges the observance of tzz
ist as Elks National Youth Day to be a truly outstanding event. Stressing
fact that Youth Day has always been an Elk affair, he calls it an-oppor
for us to lead in honoring deserving young people while f(_)cusmg'
each lodge’s year-round youth programs which are building tow

tunity
attention on
ard a better

participation in the 8th

Fall. In this brochure special

the organization of Student Govern-

“Let's Make May Day American”, each progran:
should demonstrate clearly democracy’s aims for its youth, its encouragemen
of their individuality, initiative and !eadershlp, : i ith th
btain-washing through which communism seeks to fashion youth into spiritless,

to contrast vividly with the

The Grand Lodge Committee will again reward those lodges submitting evi-
dence of outstanding Youth Day programs. Each lodge is urged to submit ex-

hibits, including newspaper clippings, photographs and detailed accounts of

each project, in brochure form for consideration by Committeeman Brian M.

Jewett, Woolwich, Maine, not later than May 15th.

0y

having it carried by the local station.

No material on Youth Day should be submitted to The Elks Magazine.

NATIONWIDE RADIO BROADCAST PLANNED

The Order of Elks, in cooperation with Ted Malone and the American
Broadcasting Company, will salute the nation’s youth on Elks National You;h
Day, Wednesday, May 1. The Elk tribute to youth will be highlighted by the
Ted Malone Show, carried by the network’s more than 300 stations across the
country. Originating in New York, the broadcast will feature a unique coasz
to-coast interview conducted by Mr. Malone during which he will query Exalte
Rulers on their lodges’ Youth Day observance and year-round youth program.
Exalted Rulers will receive details on the broadcast shortly. In the meantime,
Exalted Rulers in towns where there are ABC affiliates are asked to contact
station managers to ascertain whether the Ted Malone Show will be carried on

May 1. In the event that the program is not presently schedulec!, the gtation
manager should be advised of the lodge’s interest in this show, with a view to

STATE ASSOCIATION CONVENTIONS

STATE PLACE DATE
Nevada Hawthorne ’Apr. 25-26-27
New Mexico Carlsbad  May 2-3-4
Kansas Wichita May 3-4-5
Missouri Joplin May 3-4-5
Nebrask Hasting May 3-4-5
Georgia Augusta May 9-10-11
Oklahoma Muskogee May 10-11-12
New York Albany May 16-17-18
Utah St. George May 16-17-18
Wyoming . Casper May 16-17-18
Ohio Columbus May 16-17-18-19
Alab Montg yMay 17-18-19
Arkansas Fayetteville May 18-19
Kentucky Owensboro May 23-24-25
North Carolina Salisbury  May 23-24-25
Florida Orlando May 24-25-26
Nlinois Springfield May 24-25-26
Louisiana Shreveport May 24-25-26
New HampshireManchester May 25-26
Arizona . Nogales May 29-30-31 June 1-2
Oregon Coos Bay May 30-31 June 1
lowa Des Moines May 31 Junc 1-2

around it, naturally and informally, with

their attention on it rather than having it
on the camera.

If it is a committee, show something to
indicate their job. This could be anything
from putting a poster for a special meel-
‘ing on a bulletin board to a huddle with
the chef to discuss a banquet menu.

When you can’t have a center of interest,
use props such as chairs, tables, railings,
stairs, doorways, to aid in arranging people
in relaxed, informal poses.

Above all, avoid, whenever possible, lin.
ing people up like so many pickets jp
fence seemingly ready to face 4 firi .
squad. This dull type of picture represe ng
the photographic path of least resistannts
but the extra effort required to produc .
good, lively group picture is el woetla
while. T

Obviously, the larger the group,
perplexing the problem of interest
This is especially true for the amateur
photographer, so it is wise to make sure
you have a professional on han( when you
have a large group. Amateur lighting
equipment isn't, as a rule, sufficient for thi:

type of picture because of the d; i
of arrangement involved. fliculties

It is important to keep the group as com-
pact as possible and have al] of them as
nearly equidistant from the camera as pos-
sible. Faces are the key to good group
pictures. People must he arranged so each
shows plainly. No matter what the arrange-
ment, avoid having them look into the
camera. Stand them at ap angle and if
necessary select some spot outside the
camera range to which they can turn their
attention. The angle arrangement permits
assembly of more people within a given
space and adds variety from the large group
pictures in which you cannot avoid placing
people in rows,

In your quest for better lodge pictures,
keep in mind that the photographer’s suc-
cess, be he an amateur or a professional,
will depend on the cooperation of his sub-
jects. If you want good pictures, urge your
members individually to be as helpful as
possible.

the more
Ing pose.



















































