




















































































































spot where the young men had been
anchored. Upon diving, they located
the evidence they were seeking. The
next day they were waiting to make
the arrests when the culprits returned
for another round of illegality.

Here’s what the divers had done:
First they made a trip out to the spot
where they would later anchor and
dropped a speargun overboard. Then,
returning later and clad in diving gear,
they retrieved and used it to skewer
several trout, leaving the stringer with
their “catch” under a partly submerged
rock, where it could be picked up later
after they had supposedly fished the
shoreline. Pretty clever—while it lasted.

Aside from the excitement inherent
in apprehending violators, the under-
water wardens perform other services

which in time will prove of immense
value to sportsmen. These include
mapping, depth charting, and tagging
migratory fish so that their travels and
habits may be observed.

In the last-named endeavor, a spe-
cial plastic and stainless steel speargun
is used. A compression spring drives
a needle-sharp dart tag, which marks
the fish so painlessly they seldom are
aware that they have even been sur-
veyed.

Whatever the scope of their assign-
ments achieve in the future, Califor-
nia’s underwater wardens to date have
certainly added a new dimension to
conservation—and as for combating
submerged skullduggery, you can be
sure that they’ll be on the scene to clip
the culprits” fins. LR

Confessions of a Rookie Umpire
(Continued from page 12)

into the catcher’s mitt—and realize you
don’t know whether the bat entered the
strike zone or whether the batter
checked his swing in time.

Whether to call the half-swing a
strike or a ball is the toughest decision
in baseball for an umpire to make, even
with his eyes open. When his eyes are
closed, it's impossible—without team-
work.

A pre-arranged signal with the base
umpire, in a situation like this, can save
the day. The plate umpire may ask the
question merely by looking at the_: base
umpire; the base ump answers imme-
diately, perhaps merely by tugging on
the bill of his cap. As a result, the plate
umpire calls either a strike or a ball
with great confidence.

Sometimes, of course, it takes more
help than your umpiring partner alone
can provide. After a 12th inning }lome
run gave Santa Barbara a 6-3 victory
in that game at Visalia, the police had
to escort me and my partner Fo our
locker room, stand guard while we
showered and changed, and then con-
voy us through a group of irate fans
who were still milling around.

Fortunately, it was the last game of
a series in Visalia, and the gendarmes—
their teamwork was a Godsend—were
kind enough to escort us all the way to
the city limits. Safely on the highway
and headed toward the next town, I
Suddenly asked my experienced part;
near: “What am I doing here, anyway:
I gave up a good job to be?ome an
umpire. 1 make less money, I'm away
from my family, and 1 have to put up
with abuse like that. It doesn't make
sense!”

Unperturbed by our narrow €scape,
my partner refreshed my memory on
some of the reasons 1 had become an
umpire in the first place.

Not the least of these is the pay of
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major league umpires, which can range
from $12,000 to over $20,000 for seven
months’ work. I realize full well, and so
do hundreds of other young men like
me throughout the country, that it is a
long and precarious journey to the pin-
nacle of the umpiring business—to the
majors.

We know that only a handful of us
can ever reach the top, but each of us,
in effect, is betting on himself to be one
of the lucky ones and beat the odds.

If I do reach the major leagues, I will
know that I couldn’t have done so with-
out the help of other umpires who are
competing with me at the same time
they are helping me. “Team effort” is a
phrase the football coaches seem to be
monopolizing these days, but it could
well have been invented to describe
the umpiring in a well-worked game.

For economic reasons, the two-man
umpiring system is the one generally
used in the minor leagues. Unfortunate-
ly for young umpires with major league
ambitions, it is the weakest, since no
two men can see everything at once.
Many possible situations simply cannot
be covered properly by only two um-
pires (and besides, it’s twice as easy to
lynch two umps as four). This is one
of the reasons that a genuine, solid-gold
rhubarb in the minor leagues frequently
resembles the start of World War III
more nearly than does a full-fledged de-
bate in the majors.

For instance, let’s say the bases are
loaded and the batter hits a long fly
down the first base line. Can two men
be expected to cover completely all the
possibilities? They must decide whether
the ball was fair when it hit the ground
or when it left the park, or whether it
was caught fairly and not trapped. If it
was caught, did the runners tag up and
leave their bases properly after the
catch? Did any runner pass another on
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the base path? Were all bases touched
by each runner? Was there any inter-
ference or obstruction?

Or take a situation where the base
umpire is on the third base side of sec-
ond, with runners on first and second.
The catcher makes a pick-off attempt at
first and the runner dives back, knock-
ing the ball out of the first baseman’s
hand. That’s a long call for the base
umpire; and while he’s making it, let’s
say the first baseman recovers and
throws to third, trying to catch the
runner who has broken from second. As
the base umpire makes the call at third,
the runner on first steams into second—
producing another possibility for um-
piricide, even if the umpiring team is
enjoying one of its better days and the
plate ump has taken on the chore of
making that important call at third.
Some long calls in rapid succession still
are required.

One of the worst mistakes an umpire
can make, however, is to be overzealous
in trying to get as close as possible to
all these plays. With only two men
working the game, obviously it is im-
possible for either to be as close as he
should be on all plays. A good umpire
learns early in life that no matter how
far away he is, he can call a play better
while standing still than he can while in
motion. Timing is one of the most im-
portant factors in umpiring—and one of
the most important timing factors is a
matter of deciding how close you can
get to a play before stopping and get-
ting set to call it. You can do a better
job from 30 feet away standing still
than you can from 10 feet away if
youre running,

STATE ASSOCIATION CONVENTIONS

STATE PLACE DATE
Virginia Roanoke August 15-1 6-17-18
West Virginia  Hunfington August 19-20-21-22

Md., Dela., D.C. Annapolis August 20-21-22-23

Then, too, if the base umpire comes
roaring over to third base just as 2
runner slides in and makes his call on
the run, he has to make it without any
help from the plate umpire—who may
have been able to see it better. Any-
time an umpire isn’t certain of his
decision, he should be able to tell by a
quick glance at his partner whether he
saw the play—and if so, how he believes
it should be called.

There are times when the players
even “steal” the umpires’ signals an
delight in ribbing them about their co-
operation with each other—or in raising
the roof if they detect disagreement be-
tween the two umpires on a certain
play. The average fan, of course, never
notices the umpires’ inconspicuous sig-
nals. I‘!e also fails to realize that the
umpire’s judgment and perception, like








































