












































































































































A - T - - ;
“Remember the good old days when you hag
a war, fought it, and the darn thing was over?

weight tackle. Many a big fish has
been landed easily on a rod of modest
size and weight. If you intend to troll
deep for lake trout, of course, heavier,
stiffer rods are more convenient, and
metal or lead core lines are an advan-
tage. Yet in many cold northern lakes
one can catch lake trout all summer
without going down more than 20 feet
or so.

It is a fact that for pike, walleyes,
smallmouth bass, and trout in these
virgin or near-virgin waters, no special
techniques are generally involved. They
are not yet “educated,” and because of
their abundance an average fisherman
has a hard time going home with an
empty stringer; he catches fish in spite
of his inexperience. The time of year,
however, is important. I would not
advise family travelers to go far into
Ontario in, say, early May. It is likely
to be cold, and I have seen as much as
a seven-inch snowfall in mid-May
there.

However, fishing for big brook trout
is usually very good early. From mid-
May to mid-June lake trout are in
shallow water usually, where they give
much more sport and are more easily
caught than when they go deep. Wall-
eyes hit very well right at first of sea-
son. In June in most Ontario lakes
one can simply mop up on them. For
pike the fishing is best after the water
warms some. Mid to late June sees
them really hitting. A

From then on fishing generally re-
mains good all summer, especially the
farther north one goes. Fall is also an
excellent time. Summer and fall have
one advantage—a lessening of mosqui-
toes and black flies. These can be very
bad in June, so be sure to take plenty
of repellent back into the bush with
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you. Out on the lakes, as a rule, black
flies and mosquitoes are no problem.
But on streams they can be horrible,
as well as when hiking or fishing from
shore. :
While I am writing of Ontario pri-
marily as a mecca for anglers, I do not
mean to give the impression there is
nothing for the non-fishing members of
the family. Indeed not! There is sight-
seeing of great variety, boating, swim-
ming, varied water sports. The towns,
and the gift shops, are loaded with
interest. There are innumerable festi-
vals and other seasonal events. We
have, as a family of varied interests,
spent several summers traveling the
province, and have had no difficulty
keeping everyone happy and occupied.

From the Canadian Government
Travel Bureau (Ottawa, Ontario), you
can get a booklet listing all events in
each province for 1966—exhibitions,
sports shows, concerts, everything. From
this same source specific Ontario in-
formation can be had, and maps. But
for such close-focus Ontario informa-
tion I would advise writing to the
Ontario Department of Travel and Pub-
licity (67 College St., Toronto). Here
you can get camping information, book-
lets about Ontario, and details on local
resort associations in any specific area
of the province where you may wish
to go. Then you can write to these for
even more detailed information.

From the Ontario Dept. of Lands
and Forests, Toronto, you can get area
maps (Survey and Engineering Div.),
and you can also get details on fishing
laws and species in any specific area
about which you request information.
But be specific with queries, to help
these busy people help you. Most of
the towns and villages you pass through
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will also be able to help, via active
Chamber of Commerce offices such as
at Dryden, or Information Offices, with
local area maps, booklets, suggestions
for sightseeing, and other activities, and
for up-to-date, pin-point fishing infor-
mation.

The only difficulty you may have is
trying to select, from the awesome num-
ber of appealing sounding spots, the
one you wish to visit, whether camping
or going to a lodge. As a camper who
has covered the province fairly well,
my advice to other campers would
be to get maps, locate the provincial
and other campgrounds, and just go
and look. Travel, fish, and camp, hel-
ter-skelter, with very little plan. It's
great. Next time you’ll have a favorite
spot, from one you’ve found this time.

For lodge vacationers it is best to
make reservations, and not to pick the
rock bottom prices unless you abso-
lutely must, because, remember, you
get about what you contract for. When
I first wrote Gull Wing Lodge, oddly
enough it was just because the name
had such a nice ring and because I
liked its ad and it was advertised as
accessible only by boat or plane. Smith,
like many other operators, has his own
float plane, or one can charter a quick -
flight from nearby—in this instance,
Dryden. Scores of lodges you can drive
to. But we liked the more remote set-
ting.
It will be a long time before that
stay is forgotten. Most vividly of all, I
think, I recall a day when Bill, my boy
Mike, and I went way back in to a lake
Bill thought had not been fished more
than once or twice in the past decade
—perhaps, before that, never. Some
weeks earlier he had flown a light
canoe in and placed it up on limbs of
a spruce thicket where bears wouldn’t
bother it.

Out on the lake we anchored with a
rock tied to a rope. Sitting on the
bottom of the tippy little canoe, we
began casting. We brought in several
small walleyes and threw them back.
Then we noticed an enormous swirl as
one was tossed back. A huge pike had
come up and taken the walleye. We
caught and released several big pike,
and more walleyes. The commotion by
now, however, had attracted a num-
ber of pike. We could look down into

WE DID OUR BEST

In January, when the transit strike tied up New
York ity, eur Circulation Department made as many
address changes for the February issue as could be
handled with the reduced number of employees who
could get o work, We added 13,958 names for that
issue and made 15,903 changes of address, which
was fewer than the number on hand. Gur apologies
to those Brothers affected. Their copies of the Feb-
ruary issue should catch up to them if they left
proper ferwarding instructions.




























