


























































































































NORTH DAKOTA ELKS convened in Willis-
ton for their 47th annual meeting June
10 through 13. Dignitaries attending
included PGER Raymond C. Dobson.

The program included trap shoots,
dances, a golf tournament, a concert,
a special breakfast- to honor Exalted
Rulers, and a colorful parade.

Elected President was Thomas C.
Goulding, Devils Lake, who succeeds
Norman W. Horstmann, Dickinson.
Elected Vice-President was Robert W.
Moran, Williston. Reelected were Treas.
Everett Palmer, Williston, -and Secy.
Ray Greenwood, Jamestown. SDGER
and the Rev. F. J. Andrews, Minot,
Past Grand Chaplain, was reappointed
Chaplain.

MISSOURI ELKS' annual fall meeting, held
Oct. 13 through 15 in Columbia, was
attended by delegates from 25 of the
37 lodges in the state.

Distinguished guests included Sen.
H. Basey Vanlandingham, the principal
banquet speaker, and PGER H. L.
Blackledge. .

The membership committee reported
a gain of 531 members for the first six
months of 1967; this brings total mem-
bership to 15,500. Welcomed as the
newest lodge in Missouri was Kansas
City (Northland) Lodge.

According to the reports presented,
a number of lodges are in the process

The Kid With Educated Toes

shoot it out to trip one, and she would
give him a whack. When they were
expecting a date, in high school, he
would pound on the door early and
send them scurrying for cover. He
trounced their boy friends at chess and
kidded them for dating his sisters.
“Some people are shocked that we treat
him in give-and-take like a normal
brother,” Gail stated, “but he loves it.
He never misses watching my team
bowl, and he boos when I goof.” But
she knew his faithful attendance showed
how much he cared.

Tracy bought presents for his family
impulsively anytime with his hard-
earned money, such as a rifle for his
father, a clock his mother coveted,
wearing apparel for his pretty sisters.
Even when he came home from the
hospital in a body cast and in a Porta-
lung, he brought presents.

Silver-winded jets from Castle Air
Base at Merced, California, struck a
keen enthusiasm in Tracy from the
time he struggled to walk outdoors.
What freedom—what  beauty—what
brave men must fly them! At 10,
thanks to a teacher and a lieutenant-
colonel, he made two inspection trips
to the 330th Bombardment Squadron
at the base, became an honorary ser-
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of building new quarters or remodeling.
The Elks National Foundation donat-
ed $1,000 and St. Charles Lodge’s la-

dies donated $100 to the state major .

project, consisting of four mobile dental-
care units for handicapped children
which operate daily throughout the
_state. The project also is supported by
half the state dues and by contributions
to the Missouri Elks Benevolent Trust.

In honor of PDD and PSP Rudolph
J. Betlach, St. Louis, a $500 memiorial
fund was established. Two travelirig
bowling trophies also were established
to honor the late Brother Betlach, who
was President of the Elks National
Bowling Assn. this last year. One
trophy, established by the Missouri Elks
Bowling Assn., is the R. ]J. Betlach
Trophy, which will go to the winning
bowling team each spring. The other
is an all-events trophy, donated by Dr.
A. ]J. Murrah, St. Louis.

The spring meeting will be held May
3 through 5 in Springfield.

THE ALASKA STATE ELKS Association’s 13
lodges contributed a total of $38,956.58
during the traditional cerebral palsy
“March of the Exalted Rulers” at the
20th annual convention Sept. 14 through
16 in historic Seward.

Ross Lowder, Anchorage, CP Com-
mission chairman, reported that the
Elks’ physical therapists traveled thou-

(Continued from page 21)

geant, and received a squadron leath-
er cap, T-shirt, and a plaque showing
his rank.

The second time, Tracy insisted on
walking nearly all of the three-hour
inspection trip, frog-breathing. The air-
men admired his progress and grit as
much as he admired them. He de-
parted from his military bearing only
once to kick Gail on a shin for asking
an honorary sergeant if he was tired.
He examined and sat in the B-52, the
KC-135 Stratotanker, and the F-106.
His folks went along, carrying a hand-
pump bellows, a reminder of the dan-
ger that stalked the shiny-eyed, smil-
ing boy.

At 11, Tracy and two boys at Rancho
Los Amigoes “ran away” in wheelchairs.
Wouldn’t it be great, they daydreamed
together, to get out in the world and
look and go where you pleased? One
boy couldn’t push his chair at all. Tracy
could use only his feet, so Tracy and
the third boy took turns pushing their
companion. Soon everyone was look-
ing for them. An off-duty nurse appre-
hended them half a mile away, headed
for adventure.

The Hamiltons, a very close, hard-
working family, played hard too, en-
joying Sunday dinners, free fairs, foot-
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sands of miles during the year ended
March 31 to provide about 3,575 treat-
ments for 528 patients in the state
major project. The therapists visited
the patients by auto, boat, and plane
from southern Ketchikan to northern
Kotzebue.

According to retiring SP Harold J.
Dunn, Palmer, the Elks National Foun-
dation granted $1,000 for special uses
in the CP program.

Elected President was James G.
Barry, Ketchikan. Other officers named
included First Vice-President, T. Stan-
ton Wilson, Anchorage, and Second
Vice-President, Richard W. Freer, Ju-
neau. Gus H. Gissberg, Juneau, was
reelected Secretary.

Among the distinguished guests were
GER Robert E. Boney and Mrs. Boney;
PGERs Emmett T. Anderson, George 1.
Hall, and Horace R. Wisely; Grand
Trustee and PDD Frank Hise, Corval-
lis, Oreg., and PDD Robert A. Yothers,
Seattle, GL Ritualistic Committeeman.

Two hundred Elks and: their ladies
heard Brother Boney speak at the ban-
quet honoring Brother Barry.

Kodiak Lodge edged Juneau Lodge
in Alaska’s first state ritualistic contest.

Delegates voted to hold the next an-
nual convention in May 1969, with an
interim meeting for officers and com-
mittee chairmen slated for May 1968
in Petersburg.

ball, basketball, baseball, sight-seeing
trips. Tracy wrote about taking his girl
friend “with Dad’s help” to the Los
Banos May Day celebration for “a fun-
filled day.” He had girl friends who
came to see him, and, like any normal
boy, enjoyed playing records or going
places with them. But at‘15 he sensed
accurately one girl felt sorry for him.
He told her she was wasting her time.

“Tracy makes us feel things the way
he does,” Mrs. Hamilton wrote. “When
I'm disappointed about not getting to
do something, he says, ‘When you do
get to do it, be like me—really enjoy
it! ” His whole-hearted investment in
good times paid off in regular dividends
of happy recollections for the whole
family. He never let minor aggrava-
tions—people staring, being on positive
pressure from a portable respirator for
longer car trips, discomfort, delays—
ruin his expectation.

Tracy had a natural bass voice and
was determined to sing. Every week
he went to a teen-age choir practice
at the Church of Christ, in Firebaugh,
California. On Sundays he stood with
the choir, with his head brace on, and
sang, forcing every breath into para-
lyzed lungs. His faithful attendance

(Continued on page 48)













































