


































































































to Kalakaua Ave. where traffic now
flows one way as opposed to the pre-
vious nightmarish two-direction pattern.
By 1974 the entire thoroughfare will
be closed to cars when the long-awaited
tree-lined mall becomes a reality.

It is no longer necessary to go much
beyond Waikiki to soak up a little
country atmosphere. Only a few miles
away orchids and hibiscus grow beside
country lanes and along dozens of
uncrowded beaches: they are reached
by bus past Schofield Barracks and
Pear] Harbor, pineapple and cane fields.
Off where the trade winds play—on the
windward side of the island—builder
Del Webb is playing too. Only his
game is golf and the setting is Kuilima
(pronounce it Koo-ee-lee-ma, brudda),
a magnificent, $27 million spread.

Webb decided it was time to offer
Oahu’s visitors the same low-key, coun-
try pleasures of Polynesia found on
Hawaii’s neighbor islands. What has
happened is that visitors climbing off
the jets inbound from the mainland can
now drive off from Honolulu to Kui-
lima, a Rockefeller-style resort reached
by freeway and country road at the
northern end of Oahu. It is, indeed,
strikingly similar to Rockefeller’s new
Cerromar Hotel in Puerto Rico, a five-
story Y-shaped spread of 410 rooms
surrounded by dozens of cottages and
cabanas, each filled with furniture cus-

tom made for them in Hong Kong.

Looking toward- Turtle Bay on one
side and a sunny cove on the other,
Kuilima lies anchored to a promontory
of lava with the Koolau Mountains ris-
ing in the background. Surrounding the
scene is an 18-hole golf course created
with 30,000 truckloads of soil—soil used
to cover the immense black lava scar
so grass could grow and thousands of
palms and shrubs could be transplanted,
creating the proper Polynesian touch
reminiscent of an old Jon Hall flick.

Alas, there is one drawback: This
being the windward side of the island,
the wind does blow. There is, in fact,
a windshield to protect guests upon ar-
rival at the entrance. A couple of days
and you forget all about the wind, said
the man at the door. Besides, he said,
the trades keep it cool when it’s unbear-
able in Honolulu. Del Webb, the archi-
tect of Arizona’s successful Sun City and
the popular Mountain Shadows resort
at Scottsdale, Ariz., concurs. After hear-
ing Hawaii’s call for dozens of years, he
decided to invest. Still wearing his
pajamas and a terrycloth robe, he held
an impromptu, one-man press confer-
ence to explain to a one-man audience
why he chose Kuilima.

“First, Oahu is the best of all the
islands,” he said. “So why should any-
one fly to the neighbor islands for the
same sort of scenery? When the weath-

er is good at Kuilima it’'s very good—
far better than Waikiki's.”

It can also be the exact opposite, I
hasten to add. Webb offers the re-
minder that old Hawaiians choose the
windward side of the island for their
vacations, pitching tents on adjoining
beaches. Kuilima—which Webb built in
partnership with the Prudential Insur-
ance Co.—is the only major resort on the
windward shore of Oahu. This means
if you are wooed by Webb’s world
you save the plane fare to a neighbor
island. On the other hand, one may
fly to Hawaii’s neighbor islands in less
time than it takes to drive to Kuilima,
which involves nearly an hour. Still,
Webb makes his point: At Kuilima
youre “secluded but not stranded.”
Ten minutes east of Kuilima the Mor-
mon Church’s Polynesian Cultural Cen-
ter does business in a village populated
by Fijians, Samoans, Tahitians, Ma-
oris, Tongans and Hawaiians. To the
west, sunbathers and surfers doodle
away the hours at Sunset Beach where,
during winter, waves 20 and 30 feet
high provide the setting for the Duke
Kahanamoku surfing classic.

Other guests from Webb’s world hike
to Waimea Falls or else ride horseback
along great deserted beaches, bringing
along picnic lunches. Webb gives a
smug reminder that you can’t do that
at Waikiki. For those who get spooked
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