









































NEW EDITION of ‘‘The White House: A
Historic Guide"” has been brought out
with a completely revised text and new
pictures. Tourists who visit the White
House can get it there or it can be
ordered by mail from the White House
Historical Association, 5026 New Ex-
ecutive Office Building, 726 Jackson
Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. The pa-
perback edition costs $1.75, the cloth
edition, $3.00. Profits from the sale of
this book and two others, *The Presi-
dents’ and “The Living White House,"
are used to purchase historic antique
furniture and art for the White House.
The books have grossed a total of more
than $2 million in the years 1962 to
1972.

TO HELP KEEP THE U.S. from running
out of gas, American motorists need to
be pressured into switching to smaller,
more economical cars at a faster rate.
This conclusion, supported by statis-
tics, was reached after a study of the
situation by two economists of the Fed-
eral Highway Administration.

IT'S DANGEROUS for motorists to carry
extra cans of gasoline in their car
trunks as insurance against running
out of fuel on the highway, the Ameri-
can Automobile Association warns. [t
notes that gasoline stored in cans in-
side a hot car trunk can expand and
overflow, increasing the risk of ignition
by sparks from a crash or from a
lighted cigarette. *In case of an acci-
dent, what might ordinarily be a minor
mishap could become disastrous,’ it
says, ‘‘and if a chain reaction highway
accident occurred, the result could be

a holocaust.”

BUS PRIORITY SYSTEM now operating
here helps express busses move
through busy downtown intersections
without getting stopped by a red light.
If a green light is on as the .bus ap-
proaches, the driver flips a switch anf:.l
sends an electronic signal asking for it
to stay on extra seconds until the bus
gets through the intersection. The re-
quest is received by a computer whlcp
checks traffic on the side streets. If it
determines that a traffic jam will not
be caused, it approves the request.
The system is designed to lure more
commuters into riding the buses and
leaving their cars at home.

How to be sure
your investment
in independence
really makes you
independent.

Select a business opportunity that doesn’t
bleed off your operating capital and income.

Too often, men setting out to become independent business owners
find that a big pay-out is needed before even a nickel’s worth of
profit can be realized.

No franchise fee with Western Auto. Western Auto’s Associate Store
Plan requiges no franchise fees. Your total investment goes into your
store. Western Auto profits from your merchandise purchases and
your long-term success. Western Auto wants to build, not drain you.

Sixty years of experience. Western Auto’s Associate Store Plan is
time-tested. Nearly 4,000 owners find it the key to financial security
and a better life. Western Auto is one of the nation’s oldest, most
successful retail operations.

No retail experience necessary. Without experience in retailing, you
can apply ambition and a willingness to work—and succeed! Western
Auto people help you every step of the way. From the beginning
you’ll be independent—yet never alone.

Need financial help? Let's talk. Western Auto will help arrange

financing for qualified people. The modest investment you need may
be much less than you think and Western Auto can help you

stretch it.

Already a retailer? Many current dealers have found converting to a
Western Auto Associate Store an immediate answer to their growth

and profit goals.

{lestern
Ruto

THE FAMILY STORE
AND CAYALOG ORDER CENTER

General merchandise for car, home and
family from the company on the GROW

B Mail to: R. T. Renfro, V.P. Westarn Auto Supply Co.
2107 Grand Avenuo, Kansas City, Mo. 64108 Dopt. EK-973-WEA-61

I'd like to know more about owning my own Western Auto
store. Please send free information.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone
T . e e e e e e m ol
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GER Robert A. Yothers

thank you for your guidance and your
patient understanding. May the rest
of your days be filled with sunshine and
happiness. And, dad, I want to say,
you have got to be the greatest-planner
in the world.

My sincere gratitude goes to the
man who has given much to this
Order, my illustrious predecessor, Fran-
cis M. Smith, who has taught of us
Elkdom’s Legacy, to know and to
serve it. His term as Grand Exalted
Ruler has been most outstanding and
successful. All Elkdom is indeed in-
debted to him for his leadership and
contribution to ‘the advancement of
our order. I extend my thanks to
“Smitty” for the help he has given
me during the past months in mak-
ing my succession smoother—in help-
ing to prepare your Grand Lodge Pro-
grams for this year of 1973-74.

You have already undertaken our
program. We will discuss it in detail
at the Exalted Rulers” luncheon meet-
ing tomorrow at noon, and at the State
Association Meeting on Wednesday.
You are expected to be present—for
we have much to do. The accomplish-
ments shall be ours—the record to be
written shall be yours and mine, for
we shall “be part of Elkdom.”

I fully endorse and adopt com-
pletely, without reservation, your pro-
gram. Again, we will feature a goal
of continued increase in membership
and coupled with that, a meaningful
membership—the involvement of every
member as a “part of Elkdom.” No
lodge can grow—no lodge can be suc-
cessful if it does not recognize the
importance of membership involvement.

Therefore, our theme is to encour-
age everyone to “be part of Elkdom.”
With that involvement will come recog-
nition in the form of Golden Antler
Awards to members, officers, lodges
and state associations, for their service.
This Golden Antler Award is just one
way of saying “Thank you for a job
well done.” This involvement, the act
of becoming part of Elkdom, will do
much to reduce the problem we have
experienced—that of lapsation.

We will develop further this year
those outstanding programs of youth
activities, youth leadership and scholar-
ship, which have always been such
inspirational factors. The sponsorship
of youth activities, such as Boy Scouts,
Little League and other athletic pro-
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grams, will be encouraged and empha-
sized as a “part of Elkdom.”

The national free-throw contest and
Elks National Youth Week, which we
just recently celebrated, were again
outstanding successes.

With your help they will be even
better this year. Let us make this a
youth year. The finest asset we have,
and the best investment that America
can make is in the youth of today.
This investment should include not on-
ly our financial contribution, but our
involvement as a “part of Elkdom”—
our desire as Elks to understand, to
assist, and to communicate with the
younger generations. Those participat-
ing as Elks will return blessings a
thousand-fold, not only to us, but to
the youth of America of whatever
creed or race. '

The Auditing and Accounting Com-
mittee and the State Associations’ Busi-
ness Practices Committee will be or-
ganized to give meaningful advice
and assistance to those lodges requir-
ing aid on lodge fiscal and financial
programs. I urge you to avail your-
selves of these services.

Greater emphasis will be given to
improving the image of Elkdom so
that all will know Elks as we really
are—the greatest fraternal organiza-
tion dedicated to charity, patriotism
and service in the United States!

Too long have we served others in
the belief that they shall know us by
our actions. We have a proud tradition
—the legacy of Elkdom, as exemplified
and served by your Order this last
year, shall be a guidepost pointing to
the future—not a hitching post tying us
to the past. We have been a major
contributor for more than a century to
the well-being of our fellow man, re-
gardless of race or creed. We will con-
tinue to carry out our programs as in
the past and we will tell the world of
our many accomplishments.

We must, by our daily actions, con-
tinue to prove that we are American
citizens dedicated to helping our fel-
lowman—devoted to our country and
to the preservation and defense of
freedoms for all persons. If our con-
duct demonstrates these precepis clear-
ly, then we will have fulfilled our
mission in maintaining the image of
Elkdom.

I urge your participation in church
attendance programs. In my visits to
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vour states or lodges, I ask you to
arrange for an “Elks Day of Worship”
at a church, cathedral or synagogue.
Attend the place of worship of your
choice, offer the service of your Lodge
in closer cooperation with this fact of
your community—for this is a part of
Elkdom.

Our Americanism program, which
has been an inspiration to all because
of our firm stand in defense of the
rights of others, will continue to ex-
pand and to inspire. We have adopted
a l]‘llew slogan, “America, You're Beauti-
full”

I read of the jailing of reporters
and newspaper owners and editors.
I read of the restrictions placed on
advertising in the papers and on radio
and T.V. I am deeply concerned by
the erosion of our right to a free
press. We should let our local, state
and national government know that we
do not condone the restriction of one
of our most valuable rights by any
arbitrary action of any branch of the
Government. It is far better to have
even an unfriendly press than no press
at all,

The Supreme Court avoided ruling
on the basic constitutional question in
the case challenging the statutes of
the State of Maine. Therefore, as law-
abiding citizens, under our Constitu-
tion and statutes and true to our obli-
gation taken at the altar of Elkdom.
we must accept this decision. For the
good of our order—for the continued
existence of Elkdom, we must accept
this decision until such time as the
Supreme Court shall face and rule on
the issue of the right of free men of
all races to form their own private
associations.

We must—we shall—defend that righ.t
for all persons, regardless of sex, reli-
gion, race or national origin.

For many years, we have been the
subject of propaganda that has been
ingenuously, deliberately and malic-
iously designed to tear us asunder—to
set brother against brother. Let our
answer be that we are Elks—we are
American citizens—we are united in
one organization with one resolution
and purpose. We wear the emblem
of Elkdom with pride, with head held
high. We do not need to apologize for
our actions; our deeds have been writ-
ten with honor and distinction in our
nation’s history.

I believe in Elkdom!

(Continued on page 59)

















































Snakes Alive! (Continued from page 39)

_Various factors contribute to the pet
explosion. Increasing numbers of us
live alone. Mrs. Jay Winter, secretary
of the National Association of the Pet
Industry, says, “Millions of lonely single
people want to come home to something
more than a bare home. They want
something to fondle and love, and a cat
or canine helps to fulfill that need.”
Some also buy bowzers for protection.

Perhaps much of the bumper crop of
canines and cats springs from our
innate love of animals. A dog-daffy Los
Angeles couple, for example, recently
divorced. The decree awarded the
wife custody of their cocker. To mollify
the outraged husband, the judge grant-
ed him weekend dog-walking privileges.
Too, more and more parents acquire
family pets to teach their youngsters
the “facts of life” and the value of all
living things.

There’s also a boom in exotic pets
for those who prefer predators for
various reasons. Even though dan-
gerous, wild creatures are the “in thing”
in some circles. Part of the credit—or
blame—might be attributed to the re-
cent rash of books about wild animals,
the popularity of Walt Disney nature
movies, and the growing passion for a
“conversation piece.” Some owners like
them because they apparently set them
apart and serve as a status symbol of
sorts.

The National Humane Review, how-
ever, declares that birds, fish, some
reptiles, rodents, cats and dogs make
the most suitable pets. Most pet own-
ers confine themselves to these cate-
gories with notable exceptions. Chef
Ted Miller of New York adopted Os-
car, a lobster. Too large for eating,
the shellfish basked in a special sea-
water tank. Miller fed him shrimp.
The lobster responded to his name and
allowed his owner to tickle his tummy.
With a special leash and collar, the chef
frequently escorted Oscar on walks.
Little wonder that people stopped to
ask about the bizarre pair. Miller’s
stock reply: “We're friends.”

Goldfish (often dubbed canned sal-
mon) and tropical fish, usually kept in
a heated aquarium, comprise the larg-
est category of pets. One psychiatrist
sports a tank near his couch, finding it
relaxes his patients into talking about
their own tropical fish. In such a dis-
cussion, the patients frequently reveal
a bit of their own personalities by the
type of fish they keep. For example,
if the hobbyist boasts a “community
tank” of various non-aggressive fish, he
usually may be categorized as a peace-
loving individual; if he possesses no-
thing but rare species, he may have an
urge to be regarded as unusual.

Thousands of animal lovers prefer
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snakes—especially boa constrictors. Op-
hidians, they say, don’t bark, don’t
smell, and take up little space. Further-
more, the wrigglers don’t require a
license and need not be walked. As
the clincher, snakes don’t have to be
fed or attended for as long as two
weeks if their owners go on vacation.
According to owners, snakes become
very docile and affectionate. One wo-
man says her pet snake cuddles at
her feet at night; another declares her
boa curls up in her lap while she
reads.

Some animal lovers prefer pigs be-
cause the porkers are bright—even bril-
liant. Pigs love their owmers with
great intensity and try never to lose
sight of them. One California grunter
not only runs about the house but
accompanies the family on trips.

There’s no accounting for some folks’
taste in pets. For eight years Lillian
Ross of Chicago kept a tarantula named
Hortense as a house pet. She said the
insect—which is venomous —“sat placid-
ly in my hand.” Centuries ago the
Roman poet Virgil loved his pet house-
fly and upon its demise gave it an
elaborate funeral. William Randolph
Hearst kept a pet lizard; once he re-
fused to see some luminaries until he
had “comforted” his injured lizard.

A few years back a Chicago land-
lord sought a court order to evict a
family who occupied a four-room apart-
ment. “They keep pets,” he complained.
Asked to explain, the man replied,
“QOh, they don’t keep a dog and a cat.
Or even two dogs and two cats. They
keep a menagerie. They've got indigo
snakes, hamsters, and chameleons all
over the place. The other tenants are
squawking.”

billion for 1973. According to the Pet
Food Institute, 38 percent of all U.S.
households own dogs, 20 percent own
cats, and 14 percent other kinds of
pets.

A survey conducted by the publi-
cation, Pets/Supplies/Marketing, re.
Veals that in 1972 we spent over
$1.5 billion just in feeding oyr
pets. Dogs and cats accounted for 3
$1.4 billion slice. Dr. George M. Bigg;
a University of California nutritionist
declares we feed our pets better thap
any member of our family. He sayg
knowledge of animal nutrition far gyr.
passes that of human nutrition. Another
nutrition expert says, “The average
American diet is a disaster. I wouldn’t
feed it to my dog.”

Dogs formerly ate leftovers, like the
rest of us. But no more. The dog
food business has zoomed into a major
industry. Rover banquets on vitamip,.
enriched munchies, crunchies, and othe,
palate-pleasing dishes. Indeed, with
presently inflated food prices m'me
Americans dine on bow-wow food ;nzl,
enjoy it! Recently, two University of
Oklahoma students switched to 4 g o
food diet for a week. “I'm tireq og-
paying $1.19 for a pound of hamby of
that just fries away,” one of thep, rger
clared. “T'd rather pay $1.53 for ) e-
pound sack of dog food.” A;x ten-
tempted to copy the Sooner stud)’One
though, should know that tiny, dents,
meat dog food could have Uni > all-
repercussions: diarrhea, blOatiE easant
bad breath. g and

We've all said of sq w
leads a dog’s life.” If hl:eg:;e’ He
never had it so good. Non os
for fidos, felines, and other househol]
pets runs to an annual total of
$1.6 billion. Our pets have the;, (:\::r

P - : n
clothing, including mink and chinchilly

We've all said of someone, at one time o
er, “He leads a dog's fife.” If he does, hefsa::::‘;

had it so good.

“Do the pets ever escape?” His
Honor asked.

“No, but the other tenants think so.
They hear noises at night. They itch.
They spend half their time looking
under beds. One tenant tossed his leath-
er belt on a chair. It fell to the floor.
When he rolled out of bed, he stepped
on it. He thought it was a snake. He
jumped so high he sprained his back.”
The judge issued an eviction notice in
short order.

Other animals notwithstanding, tab-
bies and towzers keep the pet industry
booming. Together they account for
62 percent of the $3.2 billion spent on
care and feeding of all pets in 1972.
Estimates place the figure at over $4
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wraps, jeweled booties, v

!ace panties, Bermuda shoft];:e;nge;(::?‘
1an scarves, not to i i gy
necklaces. mention diamond

To really pamper our
favor him with a speciaﬁf’t, d\:s? ﬁ:g
canopy bed or a dining table with cigro -
in bowls and a place mat with hI;s
picture on it. How about an umbrella
which attaches to his collar! Such items
are available.

Canine beauty parlors do a land-
office business. Pampered poodles sub-
mit to complete groomings which in-
clude tooth brushing, perhaps a spray
with a doggy dentifrice called “Happy
Breath,” a bath in bubbling shampoo

(Continued on page 58)












Snakes A]_ive! (Continued from page 54)

of pink, mave, and silver sheens, a spell
under the drier, hair clipping, massag-
ing and manicuring. One company even
introduced a dog perfume called Ken-
nel No. 9. A fanatical dog doter can
adomn his pet with false eyelashes!

Service for pets, especially dogs and
cats, are legion. One astrologer casts
horoscopes for Towzer and Tom. In
Los Angeles there’s a dating service
for doggies, but only pooches with
proper pedigrees need apply. A dog
biz in New York plans parties for
pets; some caterers produce birthday
cakes to please any animal, be it a
panda or pony.

From New York to Los Angeles pet
owners can quarter their birds, cats,
and barkers in luxurious lodges which
offer the ultimate in dogdom decor.
The $20-dollar-a-night pads include
esthetic color schemes with appoint-
ments to match: full floor carpeting
and sky-lighted ceiling. One tail-wag-
ger’s hotel provides attendants to sleep
with dogs and take them for walks as
part of its “penthouse package.” It
caters to each dog’s quirks and provides
soothing music as well as an active
social program.

America’s some 3,500 small-animal
hospitals cater mostly to dogs. Canine
clinics boast sterile, soundproof operat-
ing rooms and the most modern x-rays,
anesthetic, surgical, and other equip-
ment. Medical services include psychia-
tric treatment for psychotic pets, false
teeth, and contact lenses for dogs in
their dotage. One well-known Holly-
wood star is said to have paid $17,000
todfit his pup with a special hearing
aid.

Veterinarians sometimes comfort
maudlin owners of convalescing pets.
One night a dowager phoned a vet
to inquire about her darling cocker.
“He’s doing fine,” he assured her. The
lady wanted to hear him bark so she’d
be able to sleep. Rather than disturb
the ailing animal, the vet backed up
from the phone for a few moments,
then barked vigorously into the mouth-
piece while the lady cooed contentedly.
Some way-out owners even post get-
well cards to their hospitalized pets.

Pampering a pet doesn’t cease upon
its demise. When a particularly loved
dog or cat dies, chances are he’ll be
mourned at a funeral with all the trim-
mings, including flowers. At one West
Coast pet cemetery—replete with “slum-
ber rooms,” a crematory, and burial
plots—package deals run up to $500 and
could be much more.

Not infrequently, a bowzer becomes
a beneficiary if his master or mistress
dies first. Recently in Fort Lauderdale
Florida, 81 dogs inherited $14 million
from their spinster mistress. Atten-
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dants change their floor papers thrice
daily and a veterinarian checks them’
weekly.

It seems anomalous that, as much
as we may love and indulge our
exotic animals, our cats, dogs, and other
pets, they have become a nagging
nuisance and mounting health hazard.
Keeping wild pets is downright dan-
gerous. Many people have no facilities
for keeping such pets and sparse know-
ledge about care, feeding, and handling.
Problems also develop as a lovable
young animal matures into an intracta-
ble and unmanageble adult.

Another obvious hazard is the threat
of rabies. Too, many purchasers learn
belatedly that wild animals aren’t for
fondling. Some such pets may attack
family members or visitors. A New
York couple smartened up when the
frolicsome fawn they bought for their
children developed into a full-grown
deer that kicked the kids.

One pet store estimates that approx-
imately three-fourths of the exotic ani-
mals it sells are returned within a
year. Thousands of others end up in
humane shelters. Actually, about 60
percent of imported animals die within
a month. At the end of two years only
10 percent remain alive.

The American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA) strongly urges
that wild animals be left in their native
habitat. The American Humane Associa-
tion and the Humane Society of the
United States take similar views. AV-
MA says that for most people “their
best chances for long and happy rela-
tionships with pets lie in those species
that have shared man’s company so
long that they’ve become domesti-
cated.”

As our dog population explodes and
dog ownership for protection and com-
panionship in urban areas swells, we
face a serious problem. Science and
Public Affairs estimates that our
Rovers excrete 3,500 tons of sidewalk
and lawn-fouling feces plus 9.5 mil-
lion gallons of urine each day. Health
officials point out that this can cause
serious illness, especially among child-
ren.

As the upshot, this pollution
fosters an increasing public outcry. New
York City’s estimated 750,000 canines,
for instance, have led some protesters
to dub it “Filth City.” Although many
municipal officials ignore the problem
various groups such as “Children Be.
fore Dogs,” with members in 40 states
campaigns to keep dung off the streets,

In Shaker Heights, Ohio, violation
of a law can result in a $500 fine
to ol other penplen DTt thei pet
0 50 people’s property. Authori-
ties in many towns and cities are press-
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ing for swicer laws and the enforce-
ment of existing regulations.

Too, dogs and cats create other
problems. Approximately 1.5 million
Americans, mostly children, become
dog-bite victims each year—and the
number rises rapidly—dog packs formed
by permanent strays and dogs whose
owners let them run loose have mauled
and killed children. Also, pets inside
and outside a car frequently trigger
traffic accidents by jumping suddenly
into the front seat and interfering with
vision and driving. Howling hounds and
caterwauling cats frequently render
sleep almost impossible.

Of the thousands of dogs and cats
bom every day in our country, 80
percent never find homes and eventy.-
ally must be destroyed. Murdaugh Mad-
den of the Humane Society of the
United States estimates that we spend
$500 million in rounding up and Putting
to death some 50 million animals each
year. :

Karl Nordling of the Humane Society
told this writer that the only answer jg
a contraceptive for pets, but thays
difficult. A sterilant can’t be put i,
pet food; too many people eat ijt
“We think the best hope is for a chemj;.
cal injection, but it may be severa]
years before such a product is market.
able.” In the meantime, surgical alter.
ing (spaying) seems to be the only
answer.

Mr. Nordling also says that the Hy.
mane Society believes anyone consider-
ing owning a pet should be willing
to accept any inconvenience that goes
with pet ownership. That includes abid-
ing by all municipal laws like obtain-
ing license tags, curbing a dog, and
keeping it on a leash.

A pet owner must keep his animal
at home or under control so that ijt
cannot damage property, run in the
streets, attack people, or create other
problems. He must deny his pet breed-
ing privileges which may lead to aban-
donment or death of the puppies or
kittens. “In 99 cases out of 100, female
pets should be spayed and male cats
especially should be neutered,” accord-
ing to Milton C. Searle, director of
Animal Protection Services.

Despite the many public problems
they engender, it’s safe to predict that
the animals we take into our homes
will promote an even bigger, more
flourishing pet industry, for dogs, cats,
and other creatures number among our
most wonderful friends. In a big city
skyscraper, for instance, a pet poodle
follows a company vice president to his
office each morning and acts as official
greeter to all comers. The president of
another company fitted his massive
desk with dog beds for his two Beding-
ton terriers that accompany him every
day. L



























