



















































































of the electric light. At the Menlo Park
compound, Edison gazed at the ma-
chinery, his old yellow chair and the
1400 bottles of chemical compounds
that lined the walls. He turned to
Ford and said: “Henry, it’s just about
99.9 percent perfect.”

Ford, who had ordered his men to
build an exact reconstruction, was mo-
mentarily stunned. “You mean there’s
something wrong?” he stammered.

“Well,” Edison replied, “it’s just that
we never kept the old place this clean.”

A few minutes later, one of history’s
great moments came to life once more.
While his longtime research assistant,
Francis Jehl, manned the Sprengle
Mercury Pump, Edison reached for a
wire. Soon a tiny globe mounted on
a piece of upright wood began to glow,
just as it had on that memorable day
in 1879.

Greenfield Village and the Ford Mu-
seum were officially opened to the pub-
lic in 1933. Though ‘Ford had begun
restoration of his own home in 1919, it
was not until 1944 that he moved it to
Greenfield Village. And when he did,
a domestic battle erupted. Gus Mun-
chow, who was Ford’s gardener then
and toEiay is grounds and maintenance
Supervisor at Greenfield Village, recalls:

Mr. Fprd had all the furniture set in
place just the way it was when he
was a boy. But then one day, Mrs.
ord ordered us to rearrange it. Later,
Mr. FOrd. just smiled and told us to put
the fumniture back the way it was.
When Mrs. Ford saw that her instruc-
tions had been overruled, she stalked
out of. the house and never set foot in
it again.”

In virtually every respect, Ford had
demanded that the villxzjlge be totally
authentic, Yet, in one of his odder
moods,; he ordered every building paint-
ed white, including the log cabin that
had been the birthplace of schoolbook
author  William Holmes McGuffey.
When Ford died in 1947, the village
began to take on a truly genuine look,
a blend of white, pastel hues and log
cabin brown.

At certain times of the year, there are
the Muzzle Loaders Festival featuring
500 marksmen in frontier and Civil War
garb, County Fair Time and the Fall
Harvest Festival, And, on every Fourth
of ]u’ly, the green in front of the mu-
seum’s Independence Hall facade is
the site of a patriotic ceremony that
combines the gajety of band music
with moving readings from the Declara-
tion of Independence.

Greenfield Village and Ford Museum
have been called the places where
American history comes to life. Through
the vision of Henry Ford and the men
who worked with him, 300 years of
the American heritage does live in Dear-
born for all the world to share. u
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