























0O More than three billion years ago,
in the sinister steaming mists of some
primeval earth forest, an ugly little
creature which would later be referred
to as “one of nature’s abominations” by
a respected scientist, crawled into
view, It peered, or perhaps sensed, to
the right and then to the left. Creep-
ing suspiciously forward to a piece of
wood, it bit in.

Then it chewed with gusto. If the
hard shelled face could have broken
into a smile, it probably would have.

For a pattern was set which now
costs man $3,000,000,000 every year.
The bite of this evil insect costs more
than all the fires in the country. Com-
bine every earthquake, tornado and
hurricane, and you won’t have as much
damage as this creature does. It strikes
anywhere in the United States, chew-
ing its way through forests, house un-
derpinnings, and valuable furniture.

Almost exactly as it was those bil-
lions of years ago, and thus one of na-
ture’s “perfect” creatures along with
the shark and the cockroach (to which
it is closely related), the little bug has
been here and remains here for one
specific job in the grand scheme of
things.

“The termite’s purpose on earth is
to return dead vegetation back to the
soil,” explains Andy H. Owens, owner
of Queen Termite and Pest Control of
California, and one of an army of spe-
cialists dedicated to wiping out the lit-
tle pest.

Dead vegetation? Well what is a
piece of furniture, or a house frame,
or some other wood which man has
cut and converted into something of
value to himself? Unaware and un-
caring, the termite relentlessly accom-
plishes his purpose. He chews into
and digests wood, regardless of any
value man has attached to it. He re-
duces wood to a pulp, returning it to
the earth via his tunnels, as he lives
out his life. He does this to man’s pos-
sessions, and he does it to rotting
stumps of wood deep in forests, far
from the domain of man.

One man in California found traces
of a termite colony in a front bay win-

dow in his home. Before he was fin-
ished, he had replaced the entire win-
dow and frame, the flooring back six
feet, the under-floor beams and parts
of the walls. He had carried away tons
of dirt from under his home. He had
spent hundreds of dollars, and to this
day he must still fight the war, for
termites, once ensconced, are extreme-
ly difficult to completely eradicate.
One or two remain, or a few come up
from the ground, or fly in and find
the same attractive conditions noted
by the first colony, and the process
begins all over again.

A "photographer stacked a card-
board carton against a wall in an older
section of his studio. In the carton
were hundreds of negatives in en-
velopes. Months later he was shocked
when he moved the box and found an
eight-inch hole in the side next to the
wall. Even more shocking, the termites
had eaten through the wall, through
the box, and they had consumed ev-
ery envelope which had held nega-
tives.

There is no place in the United
States where termites do not do their
damage, although the warmer, wet-
ter sections are particularly vulner-
able. Draw a line roughly across the
bottom of the Great Lakes and ex-
tend it across the country to the Paci-
fic Coast. Above this line, although
not free of termites, is safest. Take
the area below the line and cut it in-
to halves with a line extending across
the country from east to west. The up-
per half is vulnerable, the lower half
is very vulnerable, generally speaking.

At one home in the midwest, a tree
grew closer and closer until it finally
touched a home. That was the path
the termites needed, and within a few
months they had established a colony
in a plywood wall (which, according
to some, will not harbor the little
pests). Eventually the owner had to
replace two feet of the bottom of an
entire wall, and he was lucky at that.
The studs were still in shape to treat
with chemicals rather than replace.

But they need a path, right? Not al-
ways, and in one case a termite col-

Combine every earthquake, tornado, and
hurricane, and you won’t have as much
damage as this creature does. It strikes
anywhere in the United States, chewing its
way through forests, houses, underpinnings,
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ony was found on the tenth floor of a
hotel. They were obtaining their
water, a necessity for termites, from
a leaking toilet (and their food from
the structure itself).

But the first target of the termite
is usually wood close to the ground,
and the greatest damage in the United
States is done by the subterranean
species of termites. They live in the
ground, in colonies something like ant
colonies in that they are very clean,
ordered and structured. They shun
light and dry places, and they do not
like air. You will rarely see them un-
less you punch into infested wood,
for they can tunnel within the thick-
ness of a coat of paint to the surface,
and still not leave a trace.

In a termite colony will be found
one or more queens, ugly, inch-long,
fat, egg-producing creatures which are
sealed into the center of the nest and
spend their life laying eggs (several
thousand every day) which are carried
off and tended by workers. It is the
worker. termites which do the damage.
The third member of the colony is the
soldier, a wingless, blind insect larger
than the workers with hard heads,
powerful jaws and strong legs. The
soldier’s only purpose is to defend the
colony against attack, usually by ants.

The worker, the one that does the
damage, is small, blind, wingless and
pale, with a soft body. Only the head
and feet are covered with a hard shell.
The workers do all the work, they tend
the queens and the soldiers, they en-
large the nests, they care for the eggs
and the young, they search for food
and water, and in so doing they make
the tunnels.

In all three castes in a colony (un-
like ants, which are all female) there
are both sexes.

At one time of the year, a young
crop of reproductive termites will
swarm from the nest on short, stubby
wings, find a potential mate, drop off
their wings, create a new nest and
start a new colony. For this reason,
termites are often thought to be fly-
ing ants.

“If a house is kept clean, termites
will steer clear of it.”

You've heard that said. But there
is no truth in it. Any house of wood
is a potential target, clean or not.

“Damage by termites tends to be
modest.”

Wrong again, though it does take
some long time for a colony to get to
the real damage-producing stage.

“Redwood is not a part of a ter-
mite’s diet.” Not true, though redwood
is more resistant to insect damage and
rot than some other woods. No wood
with cellulose, however, is safe.




“A home built on a concrete slab is
safe.” A concrete slab helps, but
where do you suppose the termites on
the tenth floor came from? In one
home the termites came in through a
crack in the basement floor, built mud
tunnels up the concrete walls to shel-
ter themselves from air and light, and
attacked the hardwood floors over-
head.

‘What was worse, the homeowner
noticed the tunnels but thought they
were merely streaks of dirt and paid
little attention until some damage had
been done.

The reason why no part of the United
States is safe from termites is because
there are three general types most
prevalent among the more than 2000
cataloged species. The subterranean
type which comes up from the ground
is the most common. There is also the
dry-wood type which thrives without
earth, and can in the winged stage
enter a structure at any level. Then
there is the damp-wood type which at-
tacks moist wood, preferring rotting
wood but able to tunnel into healthy
wood when necessary.

Termites can be the first inhabi-
tants of a brand-new home, beginning
their destruction from the moment the
first timbers are put into place. They
can hollow out a piece of wood with-
out ever breaking the surface to tell
you they’re there.

Here are some tell-tale signs,
though. If you see any of these, you
should pursue the matter.

1. A Dblistered or darkened area on
a floor, window frame, attic joist or
stud.

2. Mud or dirt tunnels leading
across concrete or up a concrete wall.

3. Accumulations of tiny, sand-like
fecal pellets at the base of a wall or
cabinet.

4. Small piles of cast-off wings.

Both of the latter are because ter-

mites, like ants, are very clean insects.
They constantly police the area, and
throw out of the nest any waste
through microscopically small holes
they have bored.

5. You might even see a swarm,
with reproductive termites choosing
their mates, on a warm spring or early-
summer day, generally after a rain.
The swarm will often occur under an
eave, or around a sun-warmed win-
dow.

Let’s say you spot one or more signs.
Dor’t panic! As destructive as they are,
termites take quite some time to do
any extensive damage. Chances are
you have spotted the colony before the
real damage has started, so don’t rush
with checkbook in hand to the first
exterminator in sight. Do however,
consult an expert.

Shop around, for prices can vary
and so can guarantees. The National
Pest . Control Association (Leesburg
Pike, Vienna, Virginia 22180) is a na-
tionwide association of pest control
operators who banded together to at-
tempt to offer better service. Most
states also have statewide associations,
and there are also good operators who
do not believe in any association at
all. Then there is probably a state
government agency in your state
which licenses and requires bonding
of pest control operators, further pro-
tecting the consumer.

Deal with an operator who will give
a written estimate of costs for inspec-
tion and control, and who will guaran-
tee customer satisfaction for at least a
year. There are also available insur-
ance policies where an operator will
inspect, control, and then keep pests
away for as long as the customer
wants to carry the policy. Some of
these policies will cover repair and any
damage done by termites while the
coverage is in force. In other words,
the operator becomes responsible for

which they set out and signed.

Dallas!

Let Freedom Ring!
THIS is the year. July 4 is the date
TO:
Let the world know that Elks have pride and faith in the United States of
America—in the present and in the future.

Re-dedicate ourselves to working and living to back up that pride and faith,
demonstrating our belief in the FREEDOM for which we stand.

Announce this re-dedication by encouraging all who have bells to ring (churches,
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arrange for a freedom-ringing demonstration, lasting four minutes. It would be well
if Elks could ring the bells—and let the community know why: That we thank God
for the foresight of our founding fathers, and renew our allegiance to the principles

Set the bells ringing on July 4, and sign on and be counted at the meeting in

William H. Collisson, Chairman
GL Americanism Committee
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- termites, and although

not only eradicating the pest, but al-
so for any damage done because he
slipped up and didn’t do his job cor-
rectly.

Andy Owens, the California pest .
control service operator, points out
that termites do far more damage than
fires, but that the insurance policy is
much lower in cost.

There are many ways to get rid of
some home-
owners become so frantic that they
consider burning down the house...
and one private club manager is bub-
bling with pleasure over the fact that
a new club building is going up not
because of the new building but be-
cause the termites in the old one will
finally meet their maker. .. there are
better ways. There are now sure-fire
chemicals which can be forced into
infected soil and wood before the
wood is ruined. The costs are fairly
standard, and cover whatever work is
necessary for that particular colony
(but over and above the very standard
$20 to $25 fee for discovering the
colony during inspection in the first
place).

For complete fumigating, the price
will depend on the size of the home.
The operator covers the entire house
with a plastic sheet and then pumps in
poison gas. A smaller, three-bedroom,
two-bath, 2000 square foot house
might cost from $300 to $400 for this
service.

The tremendous power of the ter-
mite lies in his numbers, his reproduc-
tive ability, and the fact that he usual-
ly works in unseen, hidden places. The
ideal target for a termite is a wooden
home more than five years old sur-
rounded by wooden fences and trees.

Before you find a nest, here are some
recommendations.

1. I your house is being built on a
slab, be certain a termite shield is in-
stalled. Although termites can slip
through cracks as minute as 1/64th of
an inch, shields help.

2. Any home which has not been in-
spected in the past three years by a
licensed operator should be inspected
now, and annually from now on. Ter-
mite damage is on the increase.

3. There are as many as 250,000 in-
sects in one colony, and they need
food (wood) and water. Cut off one
or the other, and the colony will die.
Often they will crawl to the house for
wood, and back to the ground for
water, so cutting off their routes will
help destroy the nest.

4. Maintaining good drainage away
from the house, and keeping all wood-
en parts of the house at least four
inches above soil level (with no dead
tree stumps close by) will help. Be
sure to keep an eye on the undersides
of all porches, outdoor stairs and un-

(Continued on page 40)






fered stage dramas and a variety of
displays including Niagara Falls, the
Rocky Mountain woolly horse, the “Fee.
jee Mermaid,” bearded lady, and doz-
ens of similar attractions. Niagara Falls
was only an 18-inch model, but Bar-
num actually tried to buy the real
thing and turn it into a park. The mer-
maid was a monkey torso stuffed into a
fish tail, but it was so cleverly done
that even trained zoologists pronounced
the thing a genuine marvel of the
biological world. The woolly horse,
which allegedly came from Fremont’s
terrible ordeal while lost in the Rockies,
was actually a runty quadruped from
Pennsylvania.

But, as Barmum explained, honey-
mooning couples who could not afford
the real Niagara Falls could visit his
miniature model for ten cents and see
a stage play, hear a band, and eat free
ice cream, plus they could have a
chance to visit the mysterious Egress.
Untold numbers of customers followed
signs pointing TO THE EGRESS until
they found themselves in front of a
door marked EGRESS. They passed
through the portal and found them-
selves outside the museum. Only then
did they realize that Egress is only an-
other term for Exit.

Barnum (whose name Phineas means
“brazen mouth”) had learned that

with his gift of gab and irrepressible
audacity he could open nearly any door
that involved public entertainment.
Soon passengers on the .train that
passed the Barnum farm were shocked
to see not a mule but a full-grown ele-

phant pulling a plow. These same pas-

sengers would of course be represented
hours later at Barnum’s next show.
Few if any of these customers realized
that Barnum’s employee remained sta-
tioned close enough that when he heard
the approaching train he could rush
into the field with the elephant, which
was used only as a drawing card.

When asked by a patron how much
an elephant could pull, Barnum an-
swered that he wasn’t certain about
weight, but one could pull thousands
of people to a circus.

P. T. Barnum was well on his way to
becoming the most successful business-
man of his kind in the world. There
was very little he would not do or fry
to do. He successfully engineered the
capture of a white whale, which he
promptly named Moby Dick and dis-
played as long as the whale lived. He
once tried to hitch an iceberg to a ship
and tow the enormous mass of ice into
New York Harbor. On another occasion
he went to England and made an enor-
mous offer for Shakespeare’s cottage,
which Barnum planned to bring to
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America as a giant display item.

When the Cardiff Giant was discov-
ered in New York, Barnum proceeded
to offer the owner $60,000 for the
giant. When refused, he had himself a
copy made and regained the cost of his
investment almost immediately. It did
not bother him in the least that his dis-
play was counterfeit, because the giant,
which was a ten-foot four inch figure of
a man weighing 3000 pounds was in
itself a fake. Despite the fact that the
giant was made of gypsum, Ralph Wal-
do Emerson and two scientists from
Yale University had pronounced the fig-
ure the fossilized remains of a prehis-
toric giant, and Oliver Wendell Holmes
declared that the giant was a statue of
centuries ago.

When Barnum displayed his copy as
the original Cardiff Giant, the owner
threatened lo sue, but Barnum simply
replied that his own was as authentic as
the other man’s. He went on to add
that the owner’s model was the fake.
Later the hoax was discovered, and the
profits stopped, but not until Barnum
had fattened his bank account.

When Chang and Eng, the original
Siamese twins, were brought to this
country, Barnum bought their contract.
He somehow managed to keep peace
between the two brothers, who actually
detested each other. Chang was a lover
of wine, while Eng was a teetotaler and
a studious person. Sometimes they ac-
tually fought physically, and when they
were married in North Wilkesboro,
North Carolina, their wives each dis-
liked their brother-in-law. Still they
managed to have a marriage relation-
ship which produced 21 children.

Partially because of Barnum, some
highly interesting moral and legal ques-
tions arose. For example, if one twin
committed a serious crime, could he be
jailed, since it meant that the innocent
brother would of necessity be incarcer-
ated? Or, if one committed murder,
could he be executed, since one could
not live without the other?

At one point Barnum had employed
two giants, one over eight feet tall and
weighing more than 590 pounds and
the other only slightly smaller. One day
the two behemoths began to quarrel,
and the spat turned into a battle. One
grabbed a sword, while the other de-
fended himself with a club. When it
appeared that the two antagonists could
not be stopped short of homicide, Bar-
num  stepped  between them and
screamed, at the top of his voice, that
both men were under contract to him
and, if thev chose to kill cach other,
the least theyv could do would be to
wait until he advertise, sell tickets, and
reap a profit. They could then destroy
each other on the stage if they pleased.

For a long moment there was a dead-

(Continued on page 39)
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*. . . No one has ever been prosecuted on the basis of

anything he confessed in a conscience fund letter.”

The largest contribution Treasury of-
ficials can remember was an unex-
plained $30,000 sent in during the
1950’s. Less than half the contributors
to the conscience fund sign their names.
Many just include a brief note with
their check to explain that it’s “con-
science money.”

The first contribution came to the
fund during President James Madison’s
administration when someone anony-
mously sent $5 to the Treasury Depart-
ment with the explanation that he had
defrauded the government. Other de-
posits brought the total for that year
to $250. The next contribution was $6
in 1827, since then the fund has grown
every year except 1848. The biggest
year for the fund was 1950, when
$370,285 was sent in. The second big-
gest was 1959, when contributors added
$282,473 to the fund. The money is
deposited each year in the government’s
general fund, along with receipts like
federal income tax and licensee fees,

which Congress then decides how to

allocate.

“We send a note back to everyone
who signs their name, acknowledging
the receipt of their contribution,” says
Walter L. Jordan, deputy assistant

.comptroller at the Treasury. ‘We don’t

thank them for the deposit because,
after all, the person is making amends
for something they shouldn’t have done
in the first place. Still, no one has ever
been prosecuted on the basis of any-
thing he confessed in a conscience fund
letter.”

Many of the letters are from elderly
persons who are preparing for their
final accounting. A retired North Da-
kota post office clerk recently con-
fessed that he had borrowed a dis-
carded government wheelbarrow to do
some yard work. He repaired the wheel-
barrow, but never got around to re-
turning it. He sent $5 to the conscience
fund, and a note saying, “I am getting
old, and sooner or later will be laid to
rest. I do not want to stand before my
God on that Great Judgment Day with
this sin charged against me.”

Another elderly man sent in a check
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for $700 and said, “This payment will
clear my conscience of a heavy load of
worry. I am 92 years of age and now I
feel free. I am sorry and ashamed I did
not settle this 40 years ago.”

Other letters explain cases where

°A woman sent in 25 cents for a
ballpoint pen she stole while she was a
clerk in a government office.

°A man paid $500 for scrap metal he
stole while he was in the Army during
World War II.

°*A widow sent in a check for $100,
explaining that her husband had
cheated on his income tax, and that
since he died, she had not claimed all
the tax deductions she deserved in an
effort to make up for it.

°A man spent 13 cents on airmail
postage to send back a penny he found
on the street. He said he couldn’t lo-
cate the coin’s last owner, but figured
that at some time it must have belonged
to the Treasury.

Some people apparently appreciate
the feeling of a clear conscience so
much that they make regular contribu-
tions, like the man from Pennsylvania
who sent in $1,350 in four installments
between 1956 and 1970. He said he
had been an RFD postal carrier whose
route wasn’t quite as long as the 24
mile standard, so he didn’t feel that he
deserved full pay.

Some of the contributors are philo-
sophical about their past mistakes.
“There is a prevalent belief today that
‘the government owes you something,””
a Michigan man wrote. “To my regret,
upon discharge from the army, I also
held this belief, and departed with
certain goods belonging to the Depart-
ment of the Army. The enclosed $50 is
to make restitution.”

And a Washington, D.C., secretary
wrote: “Over 25 years as a federal em-
ployee, I have ended up at home with
pens, pencils, paper, occasional paper
clips, rubber bands, an eraser or two
and even a small stapler. Some of this
material was returned, but not all. All
of these items were bought by the gov-
ernment with the taxpayers’ money,”
she wrote. “I don’t know how much
these materials cost, but to be on the
safe side, I am enclosing a check for
$100. It possibly is much in excess of
the value, but this is a great country
founded on great principles, including
honesty—it’s worth every single
penny.”

Jordan says the Treasury receives
about a dozen conscience fund letters
each month. In case you're interested,
the address to send contributions to is

Commissioner

Bureau of Accounts

United States Treasury Department
Washington, D.C. 20220

Attn: Conscience Fund ]











































































[Iunfnlhug9 Inc, (Continued from page 10)

ly pause, and then the giants broke
into laughter which continued until the
two literally collapsed from exhaustion.
Neither fully realized that Barnum had
saved them from serious injury in the
only way possible at the time and un-
der the circumstances.

When the American Museum attend-

_ance lagged, Bamum invariably came
up with a gimmick. Once he hired the
worst band he could find to play at the
entrance, and the result was that peo-
ple rushed inside just to get away from
the music.

Once he hired a man to carry five
ordinary bricks to a busy downtown
sector of New York. The beggar would
place one brick at a corner, another
several vards away, and the rest in an
erratic pattern. Then he would pick up
the first, place it where the second lay,
then move the second to the third
brick’s position. In this fashion he
moved his way down the street toward
the museum. This elementary psycho-
logical trick attracted so many curious
persons that policemen were forced to
stop the tramp because of the conges-
tion of humanity following him.

Barnum also liked to use practical
jokes to add to his business. He em-
ployed an expansionist who could in-
flate his chest from 38 to 60 inches.
Herman used to go into a store, chest
deflated, and ask to try on a cout. The
cerk would measure him, bring out a
gize 38. which would be too small—
since Herman had expanded his chest
a couple of inches. After another meas-
urement, the clerk brought a size 40,
which was also too small. The next size,
the next, and the next would invariably
be too small. Eventually the poor
harried clerk would have the largest
coat on the rack out, and it too would
be too small for Herman. '

By nightfall the story would have cir-
culated throughout town, and the asso-
ciation with Barnum would be made,
and the customers would throng to the
show.

Barnum wasn’t above using even the
church to aid him in his exploits. Once
to ballyhoo a show, he strung banners,
including the American flag, from his
musenm to the church across the street.
\When church officials insisted that he
remove the conuections from their
building, Barnum—in public, of course,
~began to orate on the beauty, respect,
and dignity of the flag and its meaning
to all good Americans. And he followed
with a tirade against those who would
tear down the flag on the Fourth of
July.

Needless to say, the banners and the
flag remained.

It was only a matter of time until
Bamum became too big for the mu-

seum and such trivial endeavors. He
spent the night once in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, where he heard of an
amazing human being named Charles
Sherwood Stratton, who had suddenly
stopped growing when he was six
months old. Now, as a young boy and
later as a diminutive man, Stratton was
two feet one inch tall and weighed fif-
teen pounds. Otherwise he was a cheer-
ful, intelligent, personable, healthy hu-
man being,

Barnum made arrangements with the
boy’s parents and placed Stratton under
contract. Changing the lad’s name to
General Tom Thumb, Barnum procured
a military uniform to fit, taught the
boy songs, dances, and jokes, and took
him on tour.

The tour was an instant success. Tom
Thumb captivated audiences every-
where in this country, and when Bar-
num decided upon a tour of Europe,
10,000 people came to the New York
harbor to see them off.

In England Tom Thumb enchanted
Queen Victoria and other members of
the Royal Family, By now Barnum
had decided to dress Tom on occasion
as Napoleon, and on one occasion the
Duke of Wellington, who had defeated
the real Napoleon at Waterloo, saw the

show. The Duke was entranced, and he
urged Barnum to take Tom Thumb to
France.

Even the French were delighted by
this good-natured pint-sized version of
Napoleon. And Barnum’s good luck be-
came even better. Soon he found a fe-
male midget named Mercy Lavinia, and
she fell madly in love with the General
—or Napoleon—or Tom Thumb.

Barnum offered the couple thousands
of dollars if they would delay their
marriage for one month while he could
capitalize on their nuptials, Mercy and
Tom were adamant. “Not for $50,000
would we delay for a month!” they in-
sisted, and the wedding was held at
Grace Episcopal Church in New York
on February 10, 1863. Over 2000 per-
sons attended the wedding, and the
New York papers were so enthralled
that they forgot to print any news of
the Civil War, which was raging furi-
ously at the time.

So General Tom Thumb, whose hand
was the size of a half-dollar and whose
foot was three inches long, became a
married man, He and his bride moved
into a miniature house and lived hap-
pily for years—as long as Tom remained
alive. Barnum had a tiny coach—which
cost more than $2000 to build—made
for Tom and his wife, and he and
Mercy were in a state of euphoria.

Go Home To College!

A fully accredited University

@

(founded 1857) offers a unique,
convenient and inexpensive way to
earn your Bachelor of Arts degree
in Business Administration or
Public Administration —in the
comfort of your own home.

CONSIDER THESE ADVANTAGES:

® College Credit for Work Experience

o College Credit for previous Education
e College Credit for Service Schools

o Transfer College Credits accepted

¢ Approved for Veterans Benefits

¢ Only 4-8 weeks residency required
You can live anywhere, move or be
transferred without interrupting
your education or enrolling in
another college. Avoid traffic, park-
ing problems and class scheduling.

Find out why . .. over 2000 mature
adults are presently enrolled.

FOR FREE CATALOG EXPLAINING PROGRAM IN DETAIL — WRITE
GIVING ADDRESS, HOME AND BUSINESS PHONES
TO: DEAN, UPPER IOWA UNIVERSITY / Ext. Div., Room 185
107 Campbell Avenue, S.W. * Roanoke, Virginia 24034
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