



































by Diana Milesko-Pytel

Many groups on the edges of our
society entice teenagers with promises
of brotherhood, love and power. Some

of these groups are harmless; others can
be fatal.

O There has been a phenomenal growth
of fringe cults in America the past 10
years, Witches’ covens, communes, Sa-
tanism, Children of God, Eastern cults,
scientology and isolated “families,” con-
sisting of several unrelated people who
drift together, are scattered throughout
the country. And, though the nature of
these groups differ, they have one
thing in common—their dislike of “es-
tablished” society.

In California alone in the past five
vears there have been over 100 sadistic
“overkill” murders, possibly 35 of these
committed by the Charles Manson
“family.” Most of the others are still
unsolved. And, though these savage
murders cannot be attributed to any
particular cult with certainty, the rou-
tine appearance of beheaded goats and
skinned dogs in various counties seem
to point to some pretty weird rituals.

Nor are such ghoulish pastimes con-
fined to the West Coast. In Prior Lake,
Minnesota, a few years ago, several cat-
tle were slaughtered and disfigured
for queer ceremonies.

Other demonic fetishes we heard of
are also disturbing. In a Chicago sub-
urb recently, three teenagers were ar-
rested for breaking into a mausoleum
and stealing the bones from two 19th
century caskets. One of the teens, the
instigator of this foray, lives in a room
filled with books on witcheraft and
bottles of pickled snakes. He sleeps in
a coffin, and bragged about his arrests
for drug abuse.

In New Jersey one young man mur-
dered because a “voice within” told him
to kill an elderly woman; and spattered
here and there across the country are
reports of cruel murders which seem
to be tied to fiendish rites.

In addition to these gruesome events,
we hear tales of kidnapping, runaways,
drug abuse, parent-hatred, brain-wash-
ing as well as murder and suicide, that
are connected in vague ways to many
fringe sects. And we stir uneasily in
concern for our children.

For these cults attract primarily
voung people, While some youngsters
become ardent proselytizers of their
new families on streets in every major
metropolis, others live primitively in

abandoned wilderness shacks.

But why do these cults draw our
young? Though many youngsters have
found their own families satisfying, and
learn to take a responsible part in soci-
ety through them, countless others,
disillusioned by some of the real griev-
ances in their families and in society at
large, drift into sinister surrogate fami-
lies that worry and frighten their par-
ents. ’

Leaders of some of these sects seem
to be shysters who have discovered,
“Yeah, community is a fertile field,
because who would question the in-
tegrity of ‘brotherhood.’” Others are
earnest but misguided souls who tilt at

spiritual windmills. But there are groups.

that can certainly be dangerous to our
children and use their enthusiasms to
perpetuate genuine evil.

Often these cults have a freakish
doctrine of love. The Charles Manson
family followed a sociopathic love doc-
trine best illustrated by Susan Atkin’s
remark when, speaking about her part
in the brutal Tate-LaBianca murders
five years ago, she said, “You know,
you really have to have a lot of love in
your heart to do what I did to Sharon
Tate.”

Other groups use a kind of psycho-
logical warfare on unsure teens in a
fierce battle for power. In some extreme
groups new converts are brainwashed
into despising their parents and friends.
They are often prevented from con-
tacting loved ones and are kept under
strict surveillance at communes. Thus
they have only the sect members to
turn to for support and they become
effective pawns of the leaders.

For example, on a national telecast
in Canada a few vears ago, Children
of God (COG) members said it was
alright to lie, cheat, steal and even
murder as long as it was for the good
of the cause. They were so loyal to
COG’s founder, they said, that they
would kill their parents or national
leaders if ordered to do so.

And in the summer of 1972 one ex-
COG member testified on NBC that
she was taught in COG that she’d have
to commit adultery, theft and murder.

Like other sects, COG’s primary re-
cruits are children, though they will
take “otherwise less desirable mothers
or fathers to get to the children.”

In October, 1974, New York Attorney
General Louis J. Lefkowitz accused the
sect of fraud and tax evasion and de-

clared that the leaders brainwashed,
imprisoned and sexually abused their
young converts.

He showed testimony from a 14-year-
old girl who said she had been raped
repeatedly at a COG commune and
when she complained, one leader told
her that such forced sex would increase
the tribe.

Members weren’t originally allowed
to write home to their parents, but now,
due to bad publicity, leaders have re-
lented. The main purpose of writing,
nevertheless, besides minimizing bad
publicity, is to get money out of the
parents for COG’s use. And members
are told they must assign all their pres-
ent and future income to the group.

A COG member writes letters to
his followers around the world and re-
ceives 10% of all income from the mem-
bers. The letters, passed out on city
streets, are salicious and enticing.

A youngster of about 14 handed me
one of these letters after a rock concert
recently. The letter, titled, “Revolution-
ary Women,” was a 16-page pamphlet
of blatant pornography. On the first
page was a request for a donation say-
ing, “Help Our Youth.” It was an in-
congruous plea when compared with
the pamphlet’s content. For the rest of
the letter was filled with girlie cartoons
and leering suggestions such as, “I con-
fess, I also frequently examine the
bodies of young women...”

COG has hidden children in some
cases where parents have tried to re-
claim their offspring from the com-
munes. Adults are assumed to belong
to the system of government, jobs,
schools and, worst of all, churches.

In yet another COG letter, parents
are described as the “rotten, decadent,
decrepit, hypocritical, self-righteous,
inflexible, affluent, self-satisfied, proud,
stubborn, disobedient, blind, blood-
thirsty, Godless, dead, selfish, churchy,
unmanageable, older generation.” And
it might be ironic that all this spews
from the pen of a 56-year-old founder
who writes like a six-year-old in tan-
trum, if it weren’t for the fact that chil-
dren who flock to COG must want to
hear these statements.

One veteran Chicago policeman who
has worked in the Youth Division for
twenty years compared this tactic to
those of Hitler’s Youth Corps. “They
take the kids out of the home and brain-
wash them into hating. Then the kids
turn on their parents, their society and
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Palombo feels that though many kids
move into a fringe sect from drugs, the
sect can become a new drug for them,
with as much detrimental effect. For
the youths still avoid the responsibility
of themselves.

She finds that “kids get into drugs
heavily because they’re hurting in some
fashion. Then they find the structure
of these cults says, “‘We love you.” Thus
they’re often able to kick drugs when
they join the surrogate family.” In her
opinion, such sects can be a preferable
alternative, though not necessarily the
best one, to drugs.

She found that in fringe families
there is a support system and a value
system, and that is good. But there is
also a kind of unthinking adherence
to certain rules, and she has some
question about this from the standpoint
of mental health.

“Spaced out is spaced out,” she says,
“whether it’s on some guru or cocaine.
The problem is not so much a question
of mob behavior, though, as it is a
certain frightening kind of mindless-
ness.”

George Hannibal, Executive Director
of one Midwest Youth Organization,
feels that any group that gets too much
out of the mainstream of life, and réally
doesn’t offer much for inner growth
and development, can cause problems
for teens. A fringe group should not get
in the way of normal adolescent devel-
opment.

“Teens have to spend time doing the
things of adolescence like forming their
identity, deciding what kind of work
they’re going to go into, developing so-
cial and boy-girl relationships, and see-
ing other people as friends. Anything
that takes them away from this kind of
development might screw them up
later,” he says.

On the other hand, it can be very
beneficial for kids to get into good, solid
religious or community groups. “In
these good groups,” he feels, “a whole
sense of value comes across. Values
like caring for other people. That is
tremendous for development of the in-
dividual.”

He added that sometimes a parent
unknowingly puts too much pressure on
a teen and “if the kid can get into a
good religious group or community or-
ganization, he can expend his energies
and get a good self-image there. He
feels he’s doing something greater than
himself, and has a sense of accomplish-
ment hecause he’s tied into something
that others are interested in.”

Hannibal believes the most important
way parents can prevent their children
from being hurt by harmful surrogate
families is to keep the lines of communi-
cation opened. Unfortunately this is
often impossible to do after the child
reaches adolescence, if it hasn’t been
done earlier. “Respect the kids. don’t
put a lot of good-bad trips on them,”
he said.

Many parents don’t let teens take
responsibility for decisions like what
they want to do. or who they want for
friends. “Ironically,” he added. “these
are things parents can’t have control
over anyway. When kids get to junior
and senior high school they start spend-
ing time away from home. Thev're just
not going to be that supervised.

“Parents must respect the teenager
who is growing into adulthood. The
only way teens are going to learn to
function well as adults is to have a cer-
tain amount of freedom.”

But, according to Hannibal, the core
of all this is communication. He feels
that too often parents shut off the flow
of communication by telling their kids

Earwax:

the sneak thief of sound.

Government studies show that hearing problems and age go
hand in hand. These studies also show that many hearing problems
are merely due to excessive earwax. Of course, anyone suspecting a
hearing problem should consult a physician to determine the cause.

One way for earwax to impair hearing is very simple. As we
grow older, the fine hairs lining our ear canals grow coarse. Even-
tually, they can prevent earwax that forms daily from getting out.
This in turn muffles sounds trying to get in. Because the wax builds
up so gradually, your hearing can diminish without you realizing it.

The safest, most effective way to remove earwax is by using
DEBROX® Drops regularly. DEBROX is recommended by thou-
sands of physicians. They know it safely removes wax and can be
used daily to prevent buildup. DEBROX costs only pennies a day
and is available at drugstores without a prescription.

DCB-1774
14

DemeQDROPS

THE ELKS MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER 1975

how to behave, or inferring that there
is only one right way to do things.
“But kids see pretty obviously that
there are different ways of doing things,
not just their parents’ way.”

Another trap adults fall into is stereo-
typing young people. “And that shows
no respect for the individual teenager.
Thinking all teens are on drugs or sexu-
ally involved doesn’t do anyone any
good.”

Unfortunately, many parents are sus-
picious of their own children. “What
that says to me is they don’t know their
own kids,” he added, “for most teens
are basically good kids.”

“But if parents keep accusing them
of being bad, then they get discour-
aged and figure, ‘What the heck, my
folks think I'm bad, so I might as well
be bad.” Thus they fulfill the prophecy.
That’s a terrible thing. But it happens.”

Nancy Hohefeler agrees that many
children who run away, who are on
drugs, or who get into fringe groups,
have deep family problems. Their par-
ents are well-meaning, but don’t know
how to give the children the love they
need. And that’s what turns them to
dangerous sources which they think will
comfort ‘them.

She feels parents can protect their
children from harm by loving them and
listening a lot, by trying not to be
rigid, by letting the children see them
as fallible human beings who aren’t
afraid to say, “You know, I really goofed
and I'm sorry.”

“Children want to love their par-
ents. But many parents, particularly
fathers, are very fearful to their chil-
dren.” And it’s not just the lower and
middle-class fathers that frighten their
children. “There are a lot of high-pow-
ered executives on Chicago’s North
Shore who are used to getting what
they want, and having people do what
they want, without a lot of explana-
tion.” Often this attitude of the father
carries over into the home.

When asked what she thought the
percentages were, Hohefeler said,
“Sometimes I think 99% of teenagers in
America today are deeply troubled. But
I know that isn’t true, for we only see
the troubled ones.” She added, “Kids
today are terribly sophisticated. They’ve
thought a lot and they know.”

But even if only a small fraction of
American youth have joined surrogate
families, the question remains. Why?

Perhaps Dotty Palombo sums it up
when she says, “These groups give chil-
dren a family that so many of them
lack in today’s society. A parent must
offer his child acceptance, warmth and
love, and a feeling of belonging. A child
needs that, and if it isn’t supplied at
home or somewhere else, he may very
well turn to dangerous fringe groups
to get it.”









know who was pitching to them. Just
as the player who hits 400 against a
sand lot pitcher may not be as good
as the fellow who hits .300 in the ma-
jors, so the surgeon who hits .900 tak-
ing gall bladders out of young and
otherwise healthy patients may not be
as good as the man who has a .750 av-
erage, but whose practice includes very
elderly, seriously ill patients. For ex-
ample, I know one professor of surgery
whose operative mortality is higher
than that of any other surgeon on
the hospital staff. This is not be-
cause he is incompetent—he is, in fact,
by common consent considered the best
surgeon on the staff. But because he’s
so good he gets, as referrals, only the
most difficult cases—the ones other
surgeons can’t, or don’t want to, treat.
I's not remarkable that many of his
patients die; it’s amazing that so many
of them live. In baseball, batting aver-
ages tell you a great deal; in medicine,
a healing average would tell you noth-
ing.

So, how does one select a good
doctor? First, a bit of reassurance. De-
spite occasional well publicized reports
to the contrary, there aren’t very many
“bad” doctors practicing in the United
States. It is so difficult to get into a
medical school in the United States
(each year there are at least 25,000
qualified applicants for some 12,000
places) that anyone who makes it must
be reasonably intelligent and emotion-
ally stable. Admittedly, some unde-
sirables slip by the admission boards
and some of those who seem well qual-
ified when they enter medical school
develop undesirable traits later in life,
but over all the selection process is so
vigorous that not many errors are made.
It can be safely said that no other pro-
fession screens candidates for its ranks
as thoroughly as does the medical pro-
fession.

A word must be said here about
foreign medical graduates—since almost
one third of the doctors who practice
in the United States have been edu-
cated abroad.

The screening process in countries
other than the United States is not
uniformly good. Students get into, and
through, medical schools elsewhere.
who would not be accepted at medical
schools in the United States. Sometimes
they receive a fine medical education,
sometimes not.

But, before they can practice in the
United States. foreign graduates must
take and pass a special medical exam-
ination, the E.C.F.M.G. (Educational
Council for Foreign Medical Gradu-
ates) examination. This, in large part,
acts as a screening process for those
phvsicians who were not adequately
tested before or during their formal
medical education. As a result, gradu-

ates of foreign medical schools who go
into private practice in the United
States are generally well qualified to
do so.

But even though the selection pro-
cess assures a patient that, say, 90%
of physicians are good, most of us won’t
settle for that. We want to be 100%
certain that our doctor is one of the
good ones. After all, choosing the prop-
er physician may be a matter of life
or death.

You'll notice that I've used the sin-
gular—physician, not physicians. In any
family it ought to be necessary to
choose only one doctor, a primary phy-
sician, someone who will care for the
family over a long period of time and
see them through all those ailments,
hopefully mostly minor, that afflict
families or individuals over a lifetime.

I can’t emphasize too strongly the
importance of building a long term
relationship with one doctor. Medicine
is at least as much an art as it is a sci-
ence. For best results doctor and pa-

66 In any family it ought to
be necessary to choose
only one doctor, someone
who will care for the family
and see them through the
ailments of a lifetime. 99

tient must know and trust each other,
and it’'s almost impossible to develop
this sort of trust except over a long
period of time. So, by all means, find
yourself a personal—or family—doctor.

This doctor will then be able to help
select the specialists or subspecialist
whose services may be needed to treat
some specific ailment. He will know,
either personally or by reputation, the
other physicians in your city or your
state. And he will know which of them
will do the best job for you. Find one
good doctor and let him be vour guide
to others. (To use another analogy.
When I bring my car to be repaired 1
don’t say, “I want Joe to work on the
valves, and Al to work on the brakes,
and Jimmy to check out the transmis-
sion.”) Since I know very little (al-
most nothing) about the insides of a
car, I leave to the chief mechanic the
job of choosing the proper individual
to work on each part. It would be
equally foolish for a mechanic to come
to me and say, “I want Dr. Jones to
work on my adrenal gland, Dr. Smith
to tinker with my heart and Dr. Brown
to tune up my kidneys.” I can best de-
termine if my patient requires the ser-
vices of an endocrinologist (for his
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adrenals) a cardiologist (for his heart)
and a nephrologist (for his kidneys),
anld if so I know the proper doctors to
call.

So our task now is to find one good
doctor; how do we find him or her?

The easiest way is to ask a friend
who his or her doctor is, and to go to
that doctor. If the friend is in good
health, her doctor is apparently doing
a capable job. And if your friend likes
her doctor, the chances are you will
too. This is the system most of us use
in choosing a doctor and generally it
works pretty well.

If you prefer a different approach,
phone the office of -your county med-
ical society. In most communities you
will find that the county medical soci-
ety maintains a physician referral ser-
vice; all physicians who are willing to
accept new patients are on the rolls.
The society will give you the names of
two or three doctors, general practi-
tioners or specialists if you prefer, and
you can call one of these. Usually it’s
most practical to choose a doctor whose
office is in the area in which you live,
or who is on the staff of a hospital to
which you might want to be admitted,
if that should ever become a necessity.
Since a doctor’s credentials are care-
fully scrutinized before he is admitted
to a county medical society, or accepted
on the staff of an accredited hospital,
vou can be certain that the doctors to
whom vou are referred are competent.

Let us now assume that you have
made an appointment and eventually
go to see this doctor. How can you tell
whether he is a good one?

I wish I could offer a check off
list with which a would-be patient
could evaluate a doctor. It might in-
clude, among other things: Does he
operate too quickly and perhaps un-
necessarily? Does he pass out too
many prescriptions, using drugs indis-
criminately? Does he overcharge pa-
tients? Does he hospitalize patients un-
necessarily? Does he take kick-backs
from doctors to whom he refers pa-
tients? Does he make more wrong diag-
noses than other doctors? Does he do
incomplete  physical  examinations?
These are some of the questions for
which any patient would like answers.

Unfortunately, few patients have the
education or experience they would
need to evaluate the performance of a
physician. A patient won’t be able to
answer these questions simplv by ob-
serving or talking with the doctor. But
fortunately hospital committees monitor
most of these areas, and medical soci-
eties. insurance companies and the gov-
ernment monitor others.

Hospital committees, for example,
regularly review the work of all doctors
on their staff and if a physician fails
to practice high quality medicine or
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amazed to learn that her son could
quickly climb upon the cabinets, open
the lock, devour the goodies, relock the
cupboard, and make his escape with-
out leaving the slightest evidence.

By the time he was nine years old
he was an excellent self-taught acro-
bat, and he had so developed his abil-
ities to escape from various predica-
ments that he demonstrated his skills
to a circus manager and was immedi-
ately given a job for as long as the
show was in town. A year later, at age
eleven. Houdini began to work for a
locksmith.

At this point his life’s work was de-
termined, for the boy found a life-long
fascination with locks, and in a few
days he could easily open every lock in

the shop—without a key, of course. The
prowess of his body also filled him
with awe, and he might sit on a couch,
while he read a book, and with his
toes he would tie intricate knots in a
length of twine—and then untie them.
Later, in partial explanation of his
successes, Houdini said that his toes
had to be as good as normal fingers,
and his fingers had to be superfingers.
His entire body had to be well-trained
and perfectly coordinated and disci-
plined to endure excruciating physical
agony, and his mind was conditioned
to withstand severe emotional stress.
Otherwise he could never have lived
through some of the more arduous ac-
complishments.
" As soon as he was old enough, he

:
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left home to become a professional per-
former. But if he was ready for the
stage, the stage was not prepared for
him. He was a superb performer, but
the audiences never seemed to appreci-
ate his talents. So he had to latch onto
an occasional job in a circus or third-
rate hall or at times in a school audi-
torium.

When he was nineteen he presented
one of his shows, and in the front row
were Beatrice Rohner and her mother.
The young magician accidentally
dropped a container of acid, which
spilled on the young lady’s dress and
ruined it. The incident also ruined the
mother’s attitude, too, for she gave
Houdini a masterful tonguelashing.

A day or two later he had his mother
sew the girl another dress and took it
to her home, where the mother again
explained that he was not welcome
there. Houdini persisted in his atten-
tions, and one day Beatrice—or Bess,
as he called her—agreed to take a walk
with him. Three hours later they were
married!

All did not end on a happy note,
however, as Bess’s mother could not
forgive the impulsive action, and it
was twelve long years before she again
spoke to her daughter.

Now Houdini, with the added re-
sponsibilities of a wife to support, threw
himself into his work. At times he gave
twenty shows in one day—for a grand
total of $12 weekly. When the circus
jobs were available, he did his escape
and magic acts, doubled as a clown,
frequently donned a barbaric disguise
and became the Wild Man who ate
raw chickens and frogs, and rounded
out the evening by swathing himself in
a flowing robe and turban and telling
fortunes, a work he detested.

He was excellent in all areas, par-
ticularly in the star-gazing. As soon as
the circus hit town, Houdini would
dash up to the cemetery, study grave
markers, and then he would tour the
town posing as a Bible salesman. In this
fashion he learned of births, deaths,
marriages, and family crises. In addi-
tion, a hired tipster provided informa-
tion that convinced the locals that Hou-
dini was in fact a genuine medium.

When the circus work ceased for the
season, Houdini and Bess found occa-
sional work in music halls, and all too
often they were forced to filch potatoes
and other vegetables from outside mar-
kets in order to have something to eat.

Then a sudden realization hit him:
his handcuff tricks failed to capture the
audience because he made his escapes
too easy! The crowd saw the ease with
which he doffed the cuff and instantly
assumed that the manacles were stage
cuffs—phony!

He changed the format of his show,
added local interest feats, and with a

































The Man NOtllillg Could H()ld (Continued from page 50)

He was tired. scratched, and nearly
suffocated, but he learned a lesson that
never left him.

As precise and methodical as he was,
Houdini was also a magnetic stage per-
sonality and a warm, responsive hu-
man being. Seldom was he ever late
for a show, but when he was delayed,
it was usually because he stopped to
repair a child’s crutch, to buy a pair
of shoes for a homeless waif, to buy
roses for a lonely old lady, or similar
humanitarian reason.

He never loved any woman except
his wife and mother, and he was de-
voted to both of them. When his father
was near death, he asked Houdini to
look after the mother. And when Hou-
dini was on tour, he never failed to
send whatever money he could afford
to his mother—and often it was more
than he could spare. On more than one
occasion he sent money home and had
to borrow carfare for himself.

With his wife it was much the same.
Even when Houdini was making movies
which called for love scenes with the
heroine, he detested having to kiss the
actress. In fact, so great were his guilt
feelings that he insisted on giving his
wife $5.00 for each movie kiss be-
stowed. and often this ran into a great
deal of money, because it seemed that
the love scenes never worked out right.
They had to be shot over and over.

It was not until the movie was com-
pleted that Houdini learned that Bess,
as a practical joke, had bribed the
actress to spoil as many love scenes as
possible. Bess carried the joke far
enough to split the $5.00 fee evenly
with Houdini’s co-star.

Like many men of great gifts, Harry
Houdini was more than slightly absent-
minded. He would eat in a restaurant
and forget to pay the bill. He left shoe-
shine boys, cab drivers, waiters, and
storekeepers waiting for their money,
and Bess had to follow him and make
financial restitution. When Bess couldn’t
accompany him on one trip, she packed
a series of shirts with notes pinned to
them: Wear this shirt Monday; Wear
this one Tuesday, ete. When she was
able to join him she found all of the
shirts still neatly packed. He had not
changed shirts at all during the entire
trip.

Whatever the situation, Houdini was
generally implacable, and many of his
near-miraculous adventures were rele-
gated to the level of the mere common-
place. He performed in 20-below zero
temperatures without complaint. A
strict teetotaler, he once was enclosed
in a wine keg and the fumes nearly
caused him to_faint and drown. During
an aerial trick the plane crashed. falling

over 4,000 feet, but Houdini managed
to escape injury even then, In Holland
the windmill arm broke, but he es-
caped his chains and injury once
again.

There were some who claimed that
Houdini was an outright fake, that he
had colleagues among police officers
and other social groups. This is of
course untrue. It is difficult to imagine
anyone underwater or in the grave with
him. Still others claimed that he had
supernatural powers but was not aware
of the fact. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
the creator of Sherlock Holmes, was
one who believed that Houdini was
blessed with the ability to materialize
and dematerialize at will. The great
actress Sarah Bernhardt once begged
Houdini to use his spiritual powers to
restore her amputated leg.

The truth of the matter is that Hou-
dini, in addition to his amazing body,
used every trick in the business and
some that he invented. He taped wires
to the soles of his feet, concealed them
in his nostrils, or even hid them on the
person of his examining physician and
retrieved them at the end of the exam.
One favorite trick was to hide a key,
etc., in a waterglass and after having
been searched he might develop a
thirst. Unseen by anyone, he simply
drank the water and caught the key in
his teeth, where it remained until
needed.

Fate, or luck, however, was bound
to catch up with the greatest of all
magicians, though, and when Houdini’s
luck finally ran out, it was one of the
most ironic events in his life. Following
a lecture at McGill University in Mon-

treal, a student asked Houdini if it
were true that the artist could with-
stand a severe blow from another per-
son. When Houdini absent-mindedly
nodded, while reading his mail, the
student suddenly lashed out with his
fists and delivered several smashing
blows to Houdini’s mid-section before
the boy could be stopped.

" Even though he was in intense pain,
Houdini insisted on giving shows in
Detroit as scheduled. Days later the
pain was so great he had to be hos-
pitalized. Surgery was necessary, and
the results were what he had feared:
his appendix had been injured and
peritonitis had developed. There was
no hope for recovery. He died shortly
afterward, on October 31, 1926. Hal-
loween was the most fitting time of
all, perhaps, for this greatest of all il-
lusionists to leave this life.

Yet there is some doubt as to his
having left totally. Last year, on the
anniversary of his death, a seance was
held; it was another effort for the liv-
ing to contact the spirit of Houdini.
For several minutes nothing happened.
Then, without warning, a photograph
of Houdini fell from the wall. A book
toppled off the shelf and lay open. It
was the life story of Harry Houdini,
and it opened to a full-page photo of
the magician.

Coincidence? Possibly. A rigged set-
up? Also possible. There are dozens of
similar phenomena known to the typ-
ical medium. But don’t bet on it. If
ever any modern human being had the
power to return to earth after death,
Harry Houdini is the man most people
would bet on.

With proper odds, it wouldn’t be a
bad bet. n

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

As a proud member of your organization, I am
especially pleased to greet the members of
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
as you hold your Annual Convention. A spirit
of patriotism and concern for your fellow
man places your Order among those fraternal
organizations that most effectively enrich
our heritage as Americans. I welcome this
opportunity to salute your many good

works and to recognize especially your
constant devotion to our hospitalized
veterans. The compassion you show them
reflects our national commitment to their
well-being. I hope that your Sessions will
help to advance the many worthwhile programs
you sponsor and that you will continue by your
efforts to make this a better land for all.

Mt ® Gond
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DOCtOI‘ LOttery (Continued from page 18)

a result, when the bill finally comes the
patient often reacts bitterly: he doesn’t
understand why the charges are so
high. Much of this resentment could
be avoided if the doctor would explain
his charges before treatment. If he
doesn’t, then the patient ought to ask,
“What is my medical care going to
cost?” Most doctors are happy to have
the subject out in the open and eager
to explain their charges. Stay away from
the doctor who wont give you a
straight answer about his fees.

Despite the so-called sexual revo-
lution, there is often a reluctance on
the part of the doctor to question a
patient about his or her sex life. Sex
embarrasses most doctors as much as
it does patients; they're afraid they’ll
seem like voyeurs if they start probing
into a patient’s sex life.

One simple example. I'm a surgeon.
When I discharge a patient a week or
so after an operation—an appendec-

tomy for, example—I will probably tell
her when she can walk upstairs and
when she can drive a car. She may
ask me when she can resume house-
work or go back to work. But I'll rarely
tell her (or didn’t, till I began to re-
alize how I was dodging the subject)
how soon she can resume sexual ac-
tivity; nor will most patients ask about
this important activity. The subject
embarrasses us both. Silly. It shouldn’t.

Since sexual problems cause a multi-
tude of seemingly unrelated symptoms,
it'’s important that they be discussed.
Hopefully, your doctor will ask you
about your sex life but if he doesn’t,
and it’s bothering you in any way, bring
the subject up yourself.

Any doctor who resents questions,
or refuses to answer them, is not what
I would call a good doctor. But neither
would I consider the patient who re-
fused to ask questions a good patient.

There is one final, final question to

which I'd like an answer before I would
classify a doctor as a good one—one
to whom I'd be willing to assign re-
sponsibility for my medical care. That
question is, “Doctor, what do I do if I -
get sick at two in the morning?”

Once a doctor accepts responsibility
for the care of a patient that responsi-
bility is his day and night, week days
and weekends. No doctor can promise
to be personally available for twenty-
four hours every day but your doctor
should be able to assure you that if he
isn’t around he will arrange to have
another well qualified doctor available
to take care of you in his place. That
is an essential of good medical practice.

When I was a medical student one
of our professors used to say, “If I'm"
looking for a good doctor, somebody to
take care of me, I don’t look for the
fellow who got straight A’s—I look for
the one who will get up at night.”

To that comment, now that I've been
in practice fourteen years, I can only
say, “Amen.” |

Letters (Continued from page 8)

Now, to us old timers, your article sug-
gested Angelo’s. We took a cab from the
Kimbell Museum. Frankly, | would not
have gone in—but for your recommenda-
tion. Without a doubt it was the best
barbecue | have ever had in my entire
life, and | live in real barbecue country!
It was absolutely divine and | know we
will go back on our next trip.

Another “thank you.” Our hotel was
three blocks from Fountain Square. We
would have missed it without your article.
It is unique and interesting. We have

never seen anything that resembles it in

any way.

As a footnote, | must tell you we have
been in every state but Alaska; Europe 5
times, including Russia; Caribbean area
3 times—so we enjoy something close to
home very, very much.

Gene Richardson
Shreveport, LA

v Feaicc O
For this I had to get all dressed up?”
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e Toledo Bend Lake in East Texas and
Western Louisiana has been the hottest
bass fishing in the South and in the na-
tion for several years. It is also a fine
lake for family fishin’ and |1 am writing
this in response to Don Bacue's invitation
in the July issue of The Elks Magazine
[“SportsAction”].

There are numerous marinas all over
the lake that probably cater more to the
bass fisherman than to families; however,
1 am sure that families are very welcome.
| happen to own a campground in East
Texas, “Patroon Bay Camping.” We are
located right on the lake with about 15
acres of wooded sites. Women, children,
as well as fathers have caught large bass
from 4-6 pounds as well as lots of bream
(blue gills) and crappie and catfish out of
our campground. We offer good fishing
and a lot of peace and quiet in a very
clean campground. However, my main
point is that Toledo Bend Lake is my
favorite family lake—any part of it.

'Ed Hamilton
Marietta, OH

e The finest fishing lake | know is Lake
Cowan, located in Ohio—Clinton County—
6 miles south of Wilmington, Ohio, on
State Route 730. Facilities are sail boat-
ing, outboards up to 10 h.p., launching
ramps, beach, swimming, picnicking, fish-
ing. Fish are bass, crappie, blue gill,
muskie. Water area, about 700 acres—
total park area, about 1700 acres.

Tip for fisherman: If fishing line be-
comes tangled or twisted, remove hogks
or bait—pull it a short distance bepmd
motor powered boat, with the twugted
line, as far as it's twisted, extended into
the water. Works like a charm.

Steve Conover
Wilmington, OH
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e Just a note about the best fun fishing
for rainbow trout in my life (at Rock-
bridge, Missouri). They have a restaurant,
bank, general store, motels, etc.
.- The best bait for the trout were mini-
ature brown marshmallows on a #7 hook,
in the clean, cold spring water.
Dr. Edmund G. Janies
Centralia, IL

e | have a beautiful little lake | would
like to tell you about. The name of the
lake is “Santa Cruz” and it is located in
northern New Mexico. It is about 1%2
hours driving time from Albuquerque,
NM, my home town. It lies north and 2
bit east of Santa Fe, NM, the capitol of
our fair state.

We have excellent dual-lane, inter-state
highways most of the way to what | call
“our” lake. This lake is under the con-
trol of the Bureau of Land Management
and the dam was made many moons ago
to control water for the farmland which
lays below the dam.

There are picnic tables under cover of
the sun, and, of course, benches, barbeque
grills to cook out, and a good freshwater
well with electric pump. Plenty of trees
for shade and also a concession facility.

Food, drink (no alcohol), bait, lines,
etc,, are also available. Boats are for hire,
as well. Fishing is best for rainbow trout
(stocked by the New Mexico Fish and
Game Dept.) and an occasional German
brown.

Joseph McDermott
Albuquerque, NM

As winners in the 1975 Don Bacue
“fangily Lakes Contest,” the four prize-
winning fishermen above will receive
Mepps lures suitable for fishing in their
favorite lakes and complimentary copies
of the 1975 Mepps catalog of fishing tips
and equipment. |





















