









































A four-billion-dollar a year plague—
vandalism leaves no part of the community

untouched.

0O Vandalism is not a social phenom-
enon of recent origin, as we can
read about it in the writings of some
Egyptian priests 4000 years ago. They
complained about the youth of their
day, too. Socrates lamented the fact
that the boys and girls of his time
were destructive, and so did Hesiod,
the Greek poet, who referred to the
damage done all about him by “will-
ful youth seemingly under no disci-
pline.” And so it was in every genera-
tion, on up through the years, to the
present day. But at no time in the
past since the Vandals, an East Ger-
manic tribe who sacked Rome in the
5th Century, has vandalism been as
rampant as it is today. A

“Five Indiana Riders Hurt When
Youths Stone 7 Express Trains.”

“Bullet Ripped Through Side of
Train, Killing One And Injuring An-
other.”

“Vandals Drop Rocks From Over-
_pass: Two Truck Drivers Killed.”

“Train Derailing Charged To 10-
Year-Old Girl.”

“38 Die In Vandal Set Blaze.”

These newspaper-reported incidents,
representing only a tiny fraction of
the problem, serve to dramatize the
seriousness of vandalism throughout
the United States. In 1970 alone the
Federal Railroad Administration re-
ported that 167 train accidents were
caused by vandalism.

In addition to the cost in terms of
human life and personal injury, van-
dalism results in tremendous amounts
of property damage. For example, a
survey conducted by the Baltimore,
Maryland, public schools of 39 cities
across the country found that in 1968-
69 these cities reported vandalism los-
ses of over $12,000,000. In a 1971 re-
port prepared by Education U.S.A.
and the National School Public Re-
lations Association, it was estimated
that vandalism was costing $200 mil-
lion annually. Barely two years later
Dr. Norman Scharer, President Of. the
Association of School Security Direc-
tors, stated: “A conservative estimate
of the cost of vandalism, thefts an_d
arson to schools in this country this
year will reportedly be over a hal
billion dollars. I say conservative be-

cause out of the almost 15,000 school
systems the top five account for $15-
20 million dollars of this cost.”

Unfortunately, Dr. Scharer’s gloomy
prediction was realized. Senator Birch
Bayh, chairman of the subcommittee
to investigate juvenile delinquency, in
an April, 1975, speech before congress
reported: “These (school) hallways
and playgrounds of fear and terror also
accounts for an estimated $500,000,-
000 annual bill for vandalism. This
astonishing sum, which is actually a
surtax on the cost of education, is com-
parable to the entire investment for
textbooks for our nation’s schools in
1972. In fact, today, more dollars are
annually diverted from education pur-
suits to school vandalism costs, than
the combined Federal, State, and local
expenditures for the entire elementary
and secondary public education system
in 1910.”

But schools are by no means the
only targets for vandalism. Virtually
every sector of the community is
plagued by vandalism. The Small Busi-
ness Administration estimates that busi-
ness loss due to vandalism totals $813
million annually (27% of all busi-
ness losses), an offense second only
to burglary in crimes against business.
A 1965 survey of 48 major cities con-
ducted by the President’s Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement and Admin-
istration of Justice determined that
the annual cost of vandalism done to

ublic buildings and equipment aver-

aged $200,000 per city. San Francisco’s
losses to vandals run close to one
million dollars annually, while -cities
like New York and Los Angeles are
in excess of $10 million each year and
climbing.

Communication systems, transit sys-
tems, highway networks, recreation
facilities, national parks and forests
—and even museums and libraries are
under attack by vandals.

It costs Bell Telephone an estimated
$10 million a year just to repair van-
dalized coin telephones. The New
York Transit Authority experiences
about ten major incidents of destruc-
tive vandalism every day, and pays out
over $250,000 a year just to remove
the graffiti from stations, train cars,
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and buses. State and national parks
and recreational areas throughout the
United States are experiencing a heavy
toll in vandalism expenses. In 1974
the Northern Region of the U. 8.
Forest Service reported $411,731 in
vandalism damage, while the Rocky
Mountain Region had a loss of $259,-
700 for the same period. And these are
only two of ten national forest regions.
In addition there are the 297 national
park sites spread throughout the na-
tion, as well as the thousands of state
parks being vandalized.

In several of the western states van-
dals destroy roadside parks so fast that
it is necessary to rebuild each park
every two to three years. Tables,
benches, fireplaces are ripped apart
or carried away, even those made
of concrete slabs. Steel grates set in
concrete are wrenched out and even
bronze-markers dedicating parks are
stolen. The parks must be policed three
or four times a week to clean up gar-
bage and bottles strewn at random.

Museums and libraries have been
hit so hard by vandalism that many
of them across the United States have
had to add guards and detection
systems. The mutilation and theft of
books from the huge Brooklyn, N.Y.,
public library costs a half million dol-
lars annually. This sum could pur-
chase more books than many pub-
lic libraries ever acquire. When the
depredations of vandals in libraries
across the nation are totaled up, the
sum would be enough to equip thirty
libraries in medium-sized communities.

Experts estimate that the yearly
national loss from vandalism to pub-
lic and private institutions and indi-
viduals is over four billion dollars. This
wave of destruction by vandals is hurt-
ing property owners and businessmen,
increasing the cost of government,
pushing up taxes and insurance rates,
and adding significantly to the already
too high cost of living. But the most
devastating aspect of vandalism is
that tens of thousands of young
people who are assaulting our socie-
ty from within are in the process of
destroying themselves.

Who Are the Vandals? On the whole
youngsters are the crisis factor in the
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the Statue of Liberty. They were Irish,
African, German, Italian, Russian, Eng-
lish and Norwegian. In their struggle
to survive they occupied the wretched
slums on the Lower East Side. They
roamed the streets with pushcarts and
operated one-room bakeries and sold
clothing. Bicentennial wanderers also
take in Washington Square where San-
ford White’s huge Marble Arch com-
memorates the 100th anniversary of
Washington’s inaugural. Afterward vis-
itors make their way to City Hall Park
where patriots gathered after the sign-
ing of the Declaration of Independence
to knock over the statue of King George
III. Others roam through Castle Gar-
den where millions of immigrants first
set foot on U.S. soil. Created originally
as a fortress, Castle Garden welcomed
new arrivals from the mid-1850’s until
nearly the turn of the century. Turning
back to Wall St., there’s Trinity Church
whose ancient churchyard contains the
remains of Secretaries of State Alex-

' To get in step with the
ghosts of Revolutionary
figures, startat Federal
Hall...?”

ander Hamilton and Albert Gallatin, as
well as steamboat inventor Robert Ful-
ton.

Leaving Wall St., Battery Park and
other attractions of Lower Manhattan,
the Bicentennial crowd makes its way
uptown to Harlem and the Jumel Man-
sion, which was where Washington
hung his cape during the skirmishes
with the British. A couple of black
Americans, Penelope and Claude Ruf-
fin, lead tours to Harlem’s Bicentennial
sites from the Penny Sightseeing Co.
at 303 W. 42nd St. Their buses roll
uptown to another world and another
page in Manhattan’s Bicentennial scrap-
book of scenes. Other tours turn to the
Bronx where residents present an an-
nual reenactment of Revolutionary
skirmishes. During the War of Indepen-
dence the Bronx became a battleground
for two major engagements, one at
Throgs Neck and the other at Pell’s
Point. In one, the British were tempo-
rarily turned aside while pursuing Gen-
eral Washington.

New York’s hijinks got under way

¥ Framed by skyscrap-
ers, stands St. Paul's
Chapel where Washington
worshiped regularly. . .??

last May with a parade up Broadway
from the Battery to City Hall. As Mayor
Abraham Beame kicked off the long cel-
ebration, church bells pealed across the
city in a ding-dong salute to the Bicen-
tennial. The date coincided with the
200th anniversary of the meeting of the

New York Provincial Congress. The -

city’s celebration will end next No-
vember on the day Ft. Washington fell.
During the interim, visitor centers will
operate throughout the city, airports,
hotels, the World Trade Center and the
New York Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau. New York’s Culture Bus circuit is
adding a number of stops between the
Battery and the Bronx.

The big daddy of the Bicentennial
tour operators is Bernard Tractman,
whose “76 Adventures Inc.” is con-
centrating on historic sites from Vir-
ginia to Lexington and Concord. Tract-
man’s tours take in Philadelphia, Bos-
ton, Williamsburg, Yorktown, Washing-
ton and other East coast historical
points. These are not the ordinary rub-
berneck tours. Tractman’s flocks visit
the grave of the Unknown Soldier of
the Revolutionary War, the house where
Washington was born, the church
where he took Martha as his bride
and West Point, and where Benedict
Arnold is buried in an unmarked grave.
Altogether Tractman has created 76
basic tours, with an emphasis on the
Bicentennial. His buses deliver passen-
gers to Brandywine, Valley Forge and
a house that was shelled in 1776. Cur-
rent rates are $44 for a three-day, two-
night package that includes hotel for
two nights (double occupancy), plus
sightseeing. A nine-day tour that ex-
tends from northern Massachusetts to
Virginia is priced at $170. Besides
hotels and sightseeing, the $170 pack-
age includes free souvenirs of Revolu-
tionary leaflets, newspapers and a re-
production of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on parchment. For a brochure,
drop a card to 76 Adventures, P.O. Box
1776, New York, NY 10023. After that
it’s on to Lexington and Concord.

First, though, a word about inexpen-
sive accommodations in Manhattan,
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Just behind the Plaza, I discovered the
charming little (by New York stand-
ards) Wyndham at 42 W. 58th St. Lo-
cated a block off Central Park (and a
few doors off the Avenue of the Amer-
icas), the Wyndham is a delightful,
intimate and unassuming little hotel
with a small cheerful lobby along with
the freshly scrubbed look of Elizabeth’s
chambers at Buckingham. Indeed, the
Wyndham simply sparkles. Not only
is it spotless, but the rates are reason-
able, its singles about $30 a night, dou-
bles under $40.

Equally charming is the quiet and
relaxed old Gramercy Park Hotel where
singles start at $30 a day and doubles
at $38. There is an excellent dining
room which exudes a certain subdued
elegance. Tables in the cozy bar offer
a front row view of life out on the
street. Choice rooms face Gramercy
Park, that peaceful oasis in lower Man-
hattan around which several marvelous
old brownstones survive, the oldest dat-
ing from 1893. At No’s 14 and 15
Gramercy Park South, the National
Arts Club holds forth in the former
townhouse of Samuel Tilden, once the
governor of New York. Names on its
membership roster include thnse of
three late U.S. Presidents: Theodore
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson and
Dwight D. Eisenhower. And only a
couple of doors away the Players Club
conducts its affairs in similar surround-
ings. Balconies clinging to the old
brownstones are laced with wrought
iron and amber lamps glow at the en-
trances. With all this, it makes for

¢ During the War of Inde-
pendence the Bronx was
abattleground for major
engagements. . .7

pleasant atmosphere at the Gramercy
Park Hotel (address: 52 Gramercy Park
North).

Tramping around New York on a
sunny Sunday afternoon, 1 discovered
another hotel, the Elysee (between Park
and Madison on 54th St.) this is the old
hangout of actress Tallulah Bankhead
and the headquarters of Tennessee Wil
liams and Harold Robbins whenever
they’re in town. “Scaled to the human
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