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In baseball, talent scouts grade players based on five tools that are central to 
success: hitting, hitting for power, running, fielding and throwing. Teams need 

players who possess several of those tools; they covet the ones who have all of them. 
That kind of talent is rare. 

While speaking at the fall meeting of the Ohio Elks Association, Elks National 
Foundation Director Jim O’Kelley reflected on the ENF equivalent of the five tools. 

“I came up with four,” he acknowledges, “and I think they capture the ways so many 
Elks contribute to our success.”

To thrive, the ENF needs volunteers to work the programs it funds, volunteers to 
raise money, donors with a generous spirit, and Elks leaders who use their platform 
to amplify the Foundation’s mission.

“Many, many people do one or two of those things for us,” O’Kelley says. “Even 
three. But all four? I only know of one person.”

And that’s why he went to Ohio—to present the first-ever Champion of the ENF 
Award to four-tool talent Mary Carolyn Nichelson, a.k.a. MCN.

Nichelson joined the Elks in 1997, and she quickly immersed herself in the Lodge. 
She has served as the Lodge, District, and State Fundraising Chair for years. 
She also volunteers with Ohio River Valley, Ohio, Lodge No. 231’s Community 
Investments Program grant projects. 

MCN: THE ENF’S FOUR-TOOL TALENT 

SUPPORT THE GREAT 
HEART OF ELKDOM!ENF

Visit enf.elks.org/HBWinter, and 
your online donation will be 
put to work immediately in 

Elks communities!
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

MARCH 15-18:  
Spring Elks Scholar Service Trip  
in Chicago 

MARCH 31: 
Fiscal Year 2022 Donation Deadline 

APRIL 1: 
CIP Grant Applications Open 

APRIL 1:  
Fiscal Year 2023 Begins

APRIL 8-9: 
MVS Leadership Weekend 

APRIL 28-MAY 1:  
Elks Hoop Shoot National Finals 

MCN, continued from page 1

“I feel we have made a huge difference by touching many aspects of people’s 
lives,” Nichelson says. “Without CIP grants, our small Lodge could never have 
accomplished the numerous programs we initiated.”

What draws Nichelson to volunteerism is threefold. First, Elks build 
community through grant projects. Next, Nichelson sees their “sweat equity” as 
an investment in the Lodge’s future. Last, helping others makes her feel good, 
too—about her role in building stronger communities and how ENF programs 
elevate the Lodge.

On top of giving her time, Nichelson and her spouse, Past National President 
Jim Nichelson, support the Foundation by donating. 

“Giving is a virtue that was modeled to me as a child,” Nichelson says. “For me, 
it is important to share my bounty with others. The ENF allows me to do that 
knowing that what I give will be responsibly used to build a future of giving.”

Nichelson gives through the Fidelity Club, the ENF’s monthly giving program. 
She appreciates the ease of it.

As Fundraising Chair, a dedicated volunteer and an exemplary Elk, Nichelson 
spreads the word about the Foundation and its programs by writing articles for 
the Lodge bulletin, inviting members to volunteer, and asking them to give.

“Educating people about the ENF is the best way to inspire them to support 
its efforts,” she says. “If they understand how important the ENF is to the Elks 
and to our Lodge, they will give.”

It’s that willingness to raise awareness and inspire that makes Nichelson 
an incredible advocate for the ENF—and an obvious choice for the first 
Champion of the ENF Award. 

“Some days, being an Elk means a great deal of work,” Nichelson reflects. 
“Other days, being an Elk means laughter and being with friends. But all days, 
being an Elk means reaching for my best self and sharing it with others.”
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Lake Oconee, Ga., Lodge No. 2849 has used its Impact Grant to partner 
with the Georgia War Veterans Home since 2018. Through the project, 

Reaching Out to Our Veterans, the Lake Oconee Elks build relationships 
with the residents by holding monthly outings and events that provide 
entertainment and companionship. 

Reaching Out to Our Veterans was originally designed to provide 
interaction with the outside world, as the veterans at the home rarely had 
the opportunity to leave. However, throughout the course of the project, the 
Lake Oconee Lodge realized that many residents use wheelchairs. Without 
a wheelchair accessible vehicle, the Elks weren’t able to bring many of the 
veterans along on their adventures. So, the Lake Oconee Elks reworked the 
project, pivoting to host monthly events right at the Georgia War Veterans 
Home to be enjoyed by all residents, and the refreshed project has yielded 
incredibly positive results. 
 
In the third quarter of their 2021 Impact Grant, the Lake Oconee Elks threw 
both a pizza party and barbecue luncheon for more than 100 residents. The 
Lodge has been creative in sharing its events with the local community, and 
the lunch was no different. That publicity inspired a community member to 
donate a fully functional wheelchair van. Though the community member is 
not affiliated with the Elks, she was so moved by the dedication and passion 
of the Lake Oconee Lodge that she wanted to give back to the veterans at the 
home. 

“The donor, whose husband had used the van before he passed away, asked 
that our Lodge facilitate the donation,” says Lodge Grants project manager 
Mary Zachary. “We are very proud that our efforts have helped to engage the 
community in supporting the Veterans Home.”

With the donation, the Lake Oconee Elks will be able to deepen their impact 
and provide more accessible services to show that Elks always care. 

IMPACT GRANT REACHES OUT

Elks in Lake Oconee, Ga., are providing 
company and social outings for today’s 
veterans with their Impact Grant 
Project—Reaching Out to Our Veterans. 

IMPACT GRANT 
RECIPIENTS 
ANNOUNCED

The Midday Minute crew 
joined CIPster Meaghan 

Morris to announce the 2022 
Impact Grant recipients on Take 
a CIP. 

These 14 Lodges will each 
receive $10,000 in grant 
funding for an in-depth, Elks-run 
community service project.

Visit enf.elks.org/TakeACIP 
to see how Lodges across the 
country will use their 2022 
Impact Grants to make a 
meaningful, positive difference 
in their communities.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLn4iWPwLYep4qZYWqZCzUbXvP3Eudj0Ts
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The Scholar Advisory Board typically visits Chicago for a meeting every year, 
but the pandemic put a stop to in-person meetings—until this past fall.

“When I presented the idea of getting together in Chicago for our first in-
person Scholar Advisory Board meeting since 2019, I was prepared for some 
trepidation,” says then-Scholarship Programs Manager Colleen Conrad. 
“However, the response from the SAB was an overwhelming, enthusiastic, 
‘yes!’ ” 

That enthusiasm continued throughout the meeting on November 5 and 6, 
which kicked off the board’s year. 

The SAB first launched in 2009 as the ENF sought input from Elks scholars to 
inform its scholar engagement efforts.

“We want to be more than a check to our Elks scholars,” says ENF Assistant 
Director Debbie Doles. “We want to engage scholars so that they know who we 
are as Elks. We want them to be part of the Elks family.”

Kat Nakamura, a junior SAB representative, received a 2019 MVS scholarship. 
Nakamura, sponsored by Oceanside, Calif., Lodge No. 1561, immediately 
joined the SAB—and the Elks family—as a first-year student. 

“You really do become a family and unite in giving to others, bringing students 
in, and helping everyone pursue their own dream to live their best life,” 
Nakamura says.

One of the scholars Nakamura met through the SAB is the board’s vice 
president, Autumn Archuleta. Archuleta is a 2018 Legacy scholar sponsored by 
Grants-Milan, N.M., Lodge No. 2053.

“[The SAB has] been a constant throughout my college experience,” Archuleta 
says. “All of these memories and all of these opportunities that I’ve had to serve 

?

ELKS SCHOLARS WIN MORE THAN A SCHOLARSHIP

The Scholar Advisory Board is composed of Elks scholars 
who advise the ENF on its scholar relation efforts. 
Current Vice President Autumn Archuleta (from left), 
past president Kimberly Hadaway, and Kat Nakamura 
connected first at the 2019 Elks National Convention. 

The end of the fiscal year is 
quickly approaching. As a 

reminder, the donation deadline 
is March 31. Donations must be 
received at the ENF office by that 
date. If you plan to donate to the 
ENF this fiscal year, please keep 
the donation deadline in mind. 
Some areas of our country are 
experiencing mail and courier 
delivery service delays. To 
guarantee donations are received 
by March 31, consider donating 
online at enf.elks.org/donate.

The continued support of our 
donors allows us to further our 
mission of helping Elks build 
stronger communities. We’re so 
grateful.

DONATE TODAY!

http://enf.elks.org/donate
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? ?A S K  T H E  E N F. . .
Q  My daughter applied for a Legacy Awards scholarship. When will the winners be 
announced?

—Eager in Eureka 

A     Dear Eager: 
 Good luck to your daughter and all the 2022 Elks scholarship applicants! The Most 

Valuable Student scholarship recipients will be announced in late March, and the Legacy 
Awards recipients will be announced in late April. Recipients will be notified via email. The 
announcement will be posted to the Elks National Foundation’s Facebook page, elks.org/scholars 
and elks.org/enf.

Have a question for the ENF? Email us at enf@elks.org. 

others has really impacted me in a way that I haven’t been able to experience 
outside of the Elks.”

During the November board meeting, the SAB brainstormed ideas for how to 
bring the diverse community of Elks scholars together. Those efforts will leave 
a mark on the ENF, the scholarship program and the Elks.

“The SAB is just the upper echelon. They’re the scholars who want to go above 
and beyond in their engagement with the Elks family,” Conrad says. “I’m 
always blown away by how they step up and are willing to do the work and 
put in the time to make our scholar relations efforts better than ever.”

ELKS VALUE 
COMMUNITY 
AND SERVICE 

The Scholar Advisory Board 
arrived in Chicago in 

November and paid a visit to 
the Elks Headquarters before 
the 2021 in-person SAB meeting. 
While at HQ, the scholars sat 
down with a film crew to discuss 
their time with the #ElksFamily. 

“To begin with, I didn’t know a lot 
about the Elks scholar program,” 
explains Nishitha Karumuri, an 
at-large representative on the 
SAB. “I just knew I was getting a 
scholarship. But once I visited the 
Santa Monica Lodge through my 
service trip, I learned a lot about 
how the Elks value community 
and service and how it’s seen 
through everything they do.”

Visit enf.elks.org/SAB2021 to 
meet Karumuri and some of the 
Elks scholars who serve on the 
SAB.

Second City became 
SAB City when 
the Elks Scholar 
Advisory Board 
came to Chicago 
for the 2021 SAB 
meeting—the first 
in-person meeting in 
two years.

https://www.facebook.com/ElksNationalFoundation
https://www.elks.org/scholars/
https://www.elks.org/enf/
mailto:enf%40elks.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxGfWRnvtZ4
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F O U N DAT I O N  F E L L O W S H I P

We salute the following members of the 2021-22 Foundation Fellowship 
who contributed $1,000 or more to the Foundation from April 1, 2021 

through December 26, 2021. To learn more about the Foundation Fellowship 
and to view the benefits for each level, visit enf.elks.org/fellowship.

(+ Denotes deceased member; ^ Denotes ENF Trustee; > Denotes John F. Malley Society;  
* Denotes Fidelity Club; # Denotes Loyalty Club; < Denotes Named Scholarship donor)

CHARITY ($10,000) 
John and Caroline Allman #
Stephen W. Barker >
Peter Cordrey
Lee R. Curtis <
Edward G. Downs >#
Tony Hafford
Charles W. Lester >*#
Ward Marsh
Raymond F. Ross Sr. #<
Gabrielle U. Scott >#
Ronald M. Teal
Linda E. Weigel *
Ronald J. Zais

HOPE ($5,000)
Terry L. Barnaby
Nick Bradley *
Charles R. Buel
Tommy M. Carey #
John W. Carman
William W. Carpenter >
Kathryn W. Foy >#
Mark J. Henderson #
Fred D. Kelsay #
Sharon S. Kelsay #
Kenneth A. Larson Jr.
Darwin Leatherman *#
Marilyn Leatherman *#
Louis J. Mancuso Jr.
John C. McAuley
Mickey A. Meyer
James D. Nantz +
Heather O’Neill
Betty G. Phillips
R.A. Pickett >*#<
Patricia J. Powell *#
Leonard W. Ritterpusch Jr. #
Gunther K. Schroth #
Westley C. Stull *#
John J. Williams #
J. Wayne Wrightstone <
Mary A. Zino #

FAITH ($1,000)
Craig M. Abbott
Joann Abeyta *
Steven C. Abrahams
Matthew A. Adamczyk
Edward J. Adams #
Nancy L. Alba
Tim Allison
John D. Amen PGER ^#
Kristin Amenson
Dean A. Anderson Jr. *#
David E. Anger *#
Janis Annunziata #
Rocco A. Arcaro III
Frank Baccino
Edward H. Bailey

Alan A. Baranyai #
Charles L. Basil *#
Ronald R. Bauer >*#
Donald Baynes
John F. Beard #
Thomas L. Beasley
Gerard T. Beaudoin III
Thomas Beavers
Kurt Beer
Tracy Beer
Alan E. Berg #
Jon A. Berry
Norman J. Biegaj #
Kathleen A. Bischoff *
Terry L. Blackwell
Mark A. Blair
Jay W. Blanchard
Terrence W. Bobka #
Robert J. Bocher #
Harvey S. Boelts
Michael S. Bohan
Patricia R. Bohan
David Boies
Joyce R. Bonanno #
James Booth
Scott Borror
Jason Bowers
Matt Boyd *
Nancy Brennan >*<
Derek Brewer
Gerald E. Brien *#
David Britton
Robert L. Brossia #
Deborah Brown
Suzanne Brown #
Mathew D. Brownfield #
Richard A. Bryant *
Robert G. Burns Sr. *#
Frederick S. Butler
Lawrence M. Byrne
Billy Campbell
Shawn M. Campbell *
Nicholas J. Cangiamilla #
Louis V. Carlson Jr. *
Mark A. Caron
Robert W. Carroll #
George R. Carstens #
David W. Carter
Gary D. Carter
John M. Carvalho Sr.
Aaron A. Castellanos *
Claudia Castillo *#
Michael A. Centofante
Donald R. Checchi >*#<
Robert L. Childers
Sheryl H. Christenson *
Joseph W. Clancy *#
Phillip E. Clark
Elaine M. Clarke
Richard L. Clayton Jr. #
Alan C. Clifton
Melissa S. Clifton
Clyde L. Clubine #

Nathaniel Cochrane *
Robert C. Coleman
Cheryl A. Collins *
Paul R. Conrad
Kathryn Conte
David Cormier
James D. Crawford
Shirley L. Crawford *
Joseph L. Crews Jr. #
John W. Dabney
Philip K. Daighton *#
Kenneth A. Daire Jr. #
James W. Damon PGER ^#
Emmett W. Darbyshire *#
Leslie J. Davidson #
Ralph R. Davis #
Thomas R. Deane
Henry A. Deese
Roberta Deese
JackieLynn DeFries *#
Eugene S. Delleart #
Alfred Depaoli
Mary Ann Dickerson *#
Vincent DiClementi
Doug and Linda Diederich
Gerard J. Donahue *
Theresa Ducharme
Rosemary Durant #<
Albert W. Durkee
Warren E. Ebbinghaus *#
Allen Ellsworth *#
Edward G. Emerick #
Gerald J. Emerick #
Cynthia England
Michael P. Enright
John L. Evans
Stan Felipe
Robert J. Ferone Sr. *#
Charles J. Fleskes #
Harry E. Flood
Bradley G. Fong
Sandra L. Foster
John E. Fox
Frank H. Frazier >*#<
Roberta J. Freck #
Cyndee H. Freeman #
Leigha From
Thomas From
John and Carol Fuller *#<
Terry L. Gaber #
Eugene L. Gage
June M. Gariepy
Tommy L. Gariepy
Oscar Garza #
J. Scott Gates #
Salvatore Gentile
Kenneth E. Getzin
Marc-Allyn Gloriande
Gerald T. Gluhanich #
George C. Goesch
Chery A. Gordon *
Michael M. Gostomski #
Ronald D. Grant *

WIN A GOLDEN 
TICKET FOR THE 
GOLDEN FINALS

A$50 donation to the Hoop 
Shoot program could 

be your ticket to the 50th 
anniversary National Finals.

2022 is a brand-new and 
bigger-than-ever year for the 
Hoop Shoot. It marks the Hoop 
Shoot’s 50th anniversary as a 
national program, and the Elks 
intend to deliver a gold-medal 
National Finals for a golden 
anniversary.

On April 30, 72 National 
Finalists will toe the line at 
Wintrust Arena, a new state-of-
the-art, 10,000-seat facility in 
downtown Chicago that’s home 
to the WNBA Champion Chicago 
Sky and DePaul University’s Blue 
Demons. The 2022 Finalists will 
step up to the same line as some 
of basketball’s best.

continued on facing page

https://www.elks.org/ENF/annualrecognition.cfm
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William “Joe” Grant
Palma Gravel
James M. Gray #
Patti Gray #
Michael R. Gresham #
Patrick J. Griffin #
Gerald and Linda Grimes #
Thomas E. Guerrette
Ronald S. Gunderson
Nancy Gundlach
Kathleen M. Hagen #
George J. Haines Jr. #
Gabriella J. Haire *
Donald R. Hamby *#
David W. Hampton
Lowell L. Handschke
Linda L. Hanson
Steven T. Hanson #
Ronald Hay
Charlotte A. Healy
David and Meg Heinz #
Theodore A. Hemrich #
L. Scott Henry #
Kathryn L. Hirota
Dona Hoesly
Fredrick W. Holland #
Robert E. Hollis-Brau Sr. *#
Tom Hougham #
Jim Huang
Craig J. Huch *#
David J. Hudson
Gregory A. Huffard
Walter Ingell
Theodore H. ‘Ted’ Jacobsen
Dudley Johnson
Elizabeth A. Johnston
Sherri Ann Kaahanui
Brian M. Keelty #
John A. Knespel #
Vicki Knespel #
Karl G. Knobel #
Robert L. Knode
Gregory W. Koester *#
Gary Koss *
Robert L. Kosty
Gregory D. Krodel
Harlan Kundel >*<
Lois E. Kundel >*<
Barry T. Lacy
Richard W. Lake
William L. Lakers #
Floyd E. Larson
T.J. Leitz Furlong
Ned M. Letts III
Harvey C. Lewis #
William D. Lewis *#
Ron Livingston
Kevin Lohman
J. Leon Lowe
Terence Lucius
Natalie K. Lutes
John M. Lynch #
James MacGregor
Judith MacGregor
Wesley J. MacMillan
Deborah Maffett *
W. Michael Mahanes
Susan B. Mandler
Earlene E. Margetts
James P. Margetts
Anthony J. Markarian
Michael S. Martinez
Glenda Mathews
Ralph D. Mathews

Edward J. McClary
Charles C. McKenna
Brendan McNulty
James M. McQuillan PGER ^#
Eric E. Michael
William R. Michael +#
Gary E. Miller #
Lyle D. Miller *
Terry C. Miller
Timothy A. Miller
Ronald W. Millett #
Robert F. Mitchell #
Russetta L. Mitchell
Ernest L. Moo #
Marjorie K. Moore
Kermit N. Morse III *#<
Stephen P. Murphy *
Jaye Myers
Anne Marie Neacy
Diane Nelson *
E. Lance Nelson >#
Donald E. Netschke Jr. #
Kenneth R. Neuse
Marshall Ninmer
Brad B. Nolan *
David A. Nolan
Robert M. Oberlander Jr. >#
James D. O’Callaghan #
Jacqueline A. Oliveira
James Oliver *
Chris M. Ord
Jacqueline A. Orovecz *
Benjamin L. Ortega *#<
Suzanne M. Orwen *
David G. Orzechowski
Ken Ostrander
Tisha Ostrander
Barbara E. Overton <
Thomas D. Overton III <
G. Scott Pace *#
Timothy Panczak
Louis S. Pandol
Charles Pankey-Fanning
Jerry V. Papenfuss
Jason B. Parker
Julia Pasquale
Jesse Patrick
John Pence #
Joseph P. Pepe #
James R. Peterson
Stephen J. Petrie *
Edward A. Pevonka
E. Curtis Pierce #
Rose M. Pirkl #
Kathleen M. Preston
Jeffrey Pritt
Erlinda M. Puig *
Toni J. Quintana
William E. Rauh #
Fred W. Raw #
Bruce E. Redd
Theresa F. Reed *#
Elizabeth Reese *
Ernest R. Reese *
William E. Reid Sr.
H. Kenneth Richards #
Laura Richards
Dena J. Rickson
Kenneth M. Rickson
Carl W. Risch #
James M. Rivich #
Geoffrey G. Robinson *#
William T. Roche III #
James Roney

Howard B. Rourke *#<
Dwayne E. Rumney PGER #
Sandra A. Rumney
Lynn Rutherford-Snow *
John J. Ryan
Paul R. Ryan PGER *#
Brad P. Saegesser #<
John P. Sage
Daniel Salas *
Deborah T. Salazar *#
Daniel Sampson
Edward D. Sanman III #
Donald Sauter #
Albert W. Savage
Bryan Schard
Richard B. Schiding #
Leonard D. Schiller
Gary R. Schindler *
Robert L. Schmitz #
Delles M. Schneider
Fred Schreiber
Priscilla A. Schwab #
Patrick M. Seiler
Dena Sessler *
Gail L. Sessler *
Joanne Shalaby
Daniel R. Sherry
Treston E. Shull *
John W. Sibley *
Daniel Simmons
Elaine Simone #
Dennis A. Smith *#
George H. Smith Jr.
Gordon B. Smith
Kenneth A. Smith #
Michael S. Sommers #
John M. Spellman #
Monte Sprock
James D. Standen #<
Linda J. Stanley >#
Marvin R. Stanley
Michael C. Stanley >#
John F. Steele
Scott Stephens *
David L. Stevens
John Stevens #
Shirley Stewart
David L. Sustello #
Homer M. Sylvers Jr.
Tommy N. Taylor
Betty J. Tewksbury #
Joan Thompson #
Michael and Carolyn Tierney
Jean E. Topley
Patrick A. Topping #
Larry F. Torres *#
Mark F. Vestal
Philip VonGontard
Kenneth Wahl
Aaron Wakefield
Timothy A. Walsh *
Jared Wanlass *
Bradley Weinfeld
Dennis W. Wellman
Robert D. Whitaker Jr. *#
Antonio White
Grant H. Whiteway Sr. +#
William B. Williams *#
Lisa Winkelmann
C. Gene Winn #
Roy B. Woolsey
David Zeller

In celebration of this Golden 
Anniversary, five lucky donors 
will be selected to win a Golden 
Ticket. Donate $50 or more to 
the Hoop Shoot fund this fiscal 
year for a shot at a Golden 
Ticket—round-trip airfare for 
two to Chicago, onsite ground 
transportation, a two-night stay 
at the Hilton Chicago, and two 
complimentary registrations for 
all public events at the 2022 
National Finals. 

Visit enf.elks.org/hoop to donate 
today. 

The winners will be announced 
on Facebook Live. As of press 
time, two winners have already 
been selected. The remaining 
drawings will take place on 
February 1, March 1 and April 1. 

Planning to attend the Finals 
regardless of a Golden Ticket? 
Standard registration opened 
February 1. If you are selected for 
a Golden Ticket after registering, 
your expenses will be reimbursed. 

Learn more at elks.org/hoopshoot. 
The Golden Tickets are non-
transferable. If the winner is 
unable to attend, the Elks National 
Foundation staff will select a new 
recipient of the Golden Ticket. 

https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20047b?2860.donation=form1&df_id=2860&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=4449C697BC704A44106BEB53FFDA9C98
https://www.elks.org/hoopshoot/default.cfm
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STAY CONNECTED!

Open this issue of Heartbeat to 
read about how the Elks are using 
Impact Grants to reach out to 
veterans ... and much more!
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